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Native Shrubs for Ornamental Planting 


PUSSY WILLOW 


USSY WILLOW, known also as 

Glaucous Willow, is a shrub or 
small tree which is native to Eastern 
United States. It seems to prefer wet 
places, but may easily be transplanted 
in dry situations. The leaves are 
lance-shaped and are dark green above 
but white with hairs beneath. The 
most distinguishing feature of this 
willow is the soft, silky catkin. These 
catkins or flower clusters appear in 
March before the leaves unfold. The 


male plants can be recognized by the 
yellow anthers of the stamens which 
give the male catkins a golden tone. 
The female catkins consist of a cluster 
of beaked pistils which produce seeds 
bearing long silky down. 

Twigs of Pussy Willow may be 
forced into bloom in late winter by 
placing their bases in water indoors. 
Such twigs often form roots and, if 
set out in soil later, will grow into 
new plants. 
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GARDENING 
IN 


GOD'S WAY 


Lees Expense 
and 


No 
Doctor Bills 


1. Gardening in God's Way 
Contains the A.B.C.’s of organic garden- 
ing in a nutshell. 


issue of Organic Gardening on page 35. 
Unusual! 
Yes, this Special Offer is made to you 
quality natural health foods and organic food specialties. 
listed below today, and by return mail you will receive the above two marvelous book- 


This booklet was favor- 


YOURS FREE 


TWO BOOKLETS ON HEALTHFUL LIVING FROM THE ORGANIC VIEWPOINT. 
2. Better Food, Better Health, etc. 
How to save on your food bill. How to 
Promote better health for yourself and your 
ably reviewed by Mr. Rodale in March, 1950 family. Will lead every earnest reader to 
become a candidate for abundant health 


and a successful life. 


lets with our sompliments. 


in order to acquaint you with our supreme 


Order some of the fine foods 


HULLED SESAME SEEDS—High in 
calcium and lecithin. Delightful nut- 
ty flavor. Easily digested and deli- 
cious sprinkled over cereals and salads. 
Of superior quality, freshly hulled in 
the United States. 

3 tbs. $2.00 6 Ibs. $3.95 


DEAF SMITH CRACKED WHEAT 
—Excelient flavor and unusually rich 
in Organic minerals. Trace elements 
of sodium and fluorine make it espe- 
cially invafuable for building sound 
healthy teeth in grewing ee 

3 Ibs. 95¢ bs. $1.80 
WHOLE RYE stone- 
ground inte a 100% whole grain flour. 
Will make delicious fragrant rye 
bread. Also excellent to blend with 
whole wheat flours in making tasty 
bread and muffins. 

3 ibs. 65¢ 6 Ibs. $1.25 
ORGANIC BREAD FLOUR—Stone- 
ground into 100% whole grain flour. 
Will make bread or muffins with a 
most delicious flavor. We recommend 
the use of the potato meal listed be- 
low for superior crumb texture. 

3 tbs. 75¢ 6 Ibs. $1.45 


ORGANIC CAKE FLOUR—Made from 
an organically grown beautifully white, 
soft wheat, stoneground into a fine 
100% whole grain flour. Excellent re- 
sults with no change required in your 
favorite pastry recipes. 

3 Ibs. 75¢ 6 Ibs. $1.45 
REGULAR BREAD FLOUR—Stone- 
ground 100% whole wheat flour for 
economical baking. Made from a pre- 
mium grade hard winter wheat which 
will give excellent results for breads 
and yeast raised baked goods with de- 
lightful flavor. 

5 tbs. 85¢ 10 Ibs. $1.65 25 Ibs. $3.75 
YELLOW CORN MEAL—Stoneground 
100% yellow corn meal with nothing 
removed. Will make delicious shorten- 
ing bread, muffins, mushes and ‘Po- 
lenta.’ Ground into a medium fine- 
ness. Rich in color and flavor. 

3 Ibs. 65¢ 6 Ibs. $1.25 
HOW TO EAT SAFELY in a Poison- 
ed World—Do you realize that many 
foods, attractively offered and innocent- 
ly purchased by you may be seriously 
harmful to your health? BE SAFE! 
Protect your health by following the 
information in this book. Author: 
Anton H. Jensen. Price $i. Postpaid. 


ORGANIC SUNFLOWER SEEDS— 
The Miracle Food! Rich in organic 
minerals and vitamins A, B, D, and 
F. Contains large amounts of calcium, 
thiamine & lecithin. Freshly hulled, 
carefully hand-selected 

2 Ibs. $2.50 . $6.00 


DEAF SMITH BREAD a 
Stoneground. Phenomenally high in 
mineral substance necessary to build 
teeth, bones, and resistance to disease. 
Deaf Smith flour contains six times 
as many minerals as the average flour. 
3 Ibs. 95¢ 6 Ibs. $1.80 


PURE RAW WHEAT GERM—Not 
heated or processed to destroy the del- 
icate vitamin potencies. Excellent for 
promoting digestion, for stimulating 


mental alertness and vigor. Use on 
salads or in cereals. 
24 Ibs. $1.00 5 Ibs. $1.95 


CRUDE BLACK MOLASSES—Finest 
quality Barbadoes Cane Molasses. Not 
to be confused with so-called Black- 
strap as this is the first run of syrup 
before any of the vitamin and mineral 
laden sugars and iron are removed. 

3 qt. 9 fil. oz. can $2.25 (wt. 10 Ibs.) 


DEAF SMITH VITA-MEAL—A stone- 
ground cereal food made from the famed 
Hereford, Texas wheat. Skillfully blend- 
ed with vitamin-rich sunflower and 
sesame seeds for super-health-giving 
qualities. Simply 

2 Ibs. $1.35 bs. $3.15 


CRUDE DARK RAW SUGAR—A 
real raw sugar that is rich in natural 
un-fired molasses. The flavor is simply 
delicious! Excellent for use in baking 
or cooking. As a cereal topping it 
hasn’t any equal for flavor. 

5 Ibs. $1.10 10 Ibs. $2.10 


MILLET-SES-SUN Ten tasty 
combination of hulled millet, sesame 
and sunflower seeds. Stoneground into 
a delicious, nourishing alkaline cereal. 
Contains many important minerals for 
body-building. 

2 Ibs. $1.25 5 Ibs. $2.95 


WASHED RAW SUGAR—A light, 
delicately flavored cane sugar, creamy 
in color. The preferred sugar to use 
in cakes, frostings, or for preserving 
fruits where a strong molasses would 
be undesirable. 

5 Ibs. $1.00 10 Ibs. $1.95 


HULLED MILLET SEEDS—Health- 
fully alkaline forming. Has a laxative 
and anti-toxie action which counter- 
acts constipation. Rich in organic 
minerals and vitamins containing a 
biologically complete ani 

3 Ibs. 95¢ . $1.80 


NATURAL BROWN RICE—An inex- 
pensive substitute for wild rice pro- 
viding a delicious base for many ap- 
petizing meals. A splendid source of 
the vital vitamin B complexes, and 
other valuable nutrients. 

3 Ibs. 95¢ 6 tbs. $1.80 


kaline reaction. Richest in protein of 
all known foods. High in calcium, 
phosphorus and potassium. Use in 
making soymilk, bread, muffins, and 
cookery for added protein. 

3 Ibs. 80¢ 6 tbs. $1.50 


POTATO MEAL—Made from the whole 
potato with the valuable minerals re- 
tained. Ideal for use in making whele 
wheat bread. Will make the bread 
moist and tender with firm crumb. 
Excellent for gravies and sauces. 

3 Ibs. 95¢ 6 Ibs. $1.80 


SCOTCH STEEL-CUT OATS—For a 
chewy, tasty cereal that cannot be 
beat, this pin-head oat cereal is tops! 
Children love its fine flavor and lack 
of mushiness. Blended with hulled 
millet =. _ wheat germ makes it a 


tasty d 
3 Ibs. 6 tbs. $1.45 


RIGHT LIVING SERIES—32 book- 
lets, 1,024 pages, $1.00 Postpaid! A 
marvelous value! This series of book- 
lets covers every phase ef health and 
right living in harmony with organic 
principles. A bargain you cannot miss. 
32 booklets on Right Living $1 Ppd. 


FLAXSEED MEAL—Ground fresh to 
order to a medium-coarse full-fat meal. 
May be added to cereals or cookery 
for laxative value. Also has remark- 
able mucilaginous properties for sen- 
sitive stomachs. 

Ib. 65¢ 2 Ibs. $1.10 


SUNFLOWER SEED BOOKLET—The 
Miracle Food! Amazing health facts 
about the amazing sunflower seed. 
Tells how to eat sunflower seeds. Con- 
tains testimonials from many “_ 
60 pages with illustrations by J. 1. 
Rodale. Sunflower Seed—The Miracle 
Food 50¢ P. P. 


| f N. B D> Capture ALL the vitamin a and mineral values 
* from vegetables, fruits, nuts and seeds! In 
less than two minutes you can convert sunflower or 


| How TO ORDER: 


. List items desired and total weights. 


: In chart below, your State shows postage to be sesame seeds into a drink so 
added for each pound of merchandise. | 


3. Include postage charges to your remittance. Excess 


postage will be refunded. 


that it will simply amaze you... yet so 
pass thru a tea strainer! It’s 


NOT a grinder... 


and 

so fine it will 
NoT a juicer... It’s 
It's the most unusual device of its 


kind! Write for complete information. No obligation. 


ALA, ....9¢ |DEL. ........ 9¢ 9¢ | MINN. ..9¢ JN. J. ....... %¢ RE. ...... 15¢ | UTAH ..10¢ 

ABER... BELA. MISS. ..9¢ | N. MEX. 10¢ | PA. 9¢ T. 

CALIF. .13¢ IDAHO ..... | MAINE ..... 10¢ | MONT. .12¢ D. ....... O¢ 1S. GC. 9¢ | WASH. .13¢ 

COLO. .10¢ NEBR. ..9¢ [N. Y. ......- 9¢ |S. DAK. ..... 9¢ ¢ 

CONN MASS. ...... 9¢ | NEV. ...12¢ JOHIO ....... 7¢ [TENN ...... 7¢ | WYO. ..10¢ 
Cc. 7¢ IMICH. ...... 7¢ H 9¢ [OKLA ITEXAS ....10¢ is. . 


WHOLE GRAIN 


FLOUR MILLS 


DEPT. 0G-351, 2611 N. JONES ST. 


CHICAGO 47, ILLINOIS 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO READERS OF THIS AD. Additional copies of this price-list will be mailed free and postpaid 


to mames you send us. 


DOCTORS: We will gladly send you copies in quantities for distribution to your patients, 
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NEXT 
MONTH 


Congress Looks at Chemical 
Fertilizers 


Contest Winners on Gathering 
Organic Matter 


Garden Pools 

Give Us More Dahlias 
What are Activators? 

Big Heads in the Garden 


THE COVER 


“Praying Mantis’ is the 
seeond in our series of de- 
signs by famous contemporary 
artists. German-born, Arno 
studied and taught in Berlin, 
worked in London, and paint- 
ed in italy, where he was 
art direetor for the country’s 
biggest publishers. In the 
United States since 1947, he 
gained instantaneous success 
with his crisp drawings. 
Arno has been commissioned 
to draw the illustrations for 
one of the fortheoming Story 
Classics. 
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ORGANIC 


mulch \ 


WITH THE 


| AGROMAT 


THE PERFECT 
| MULCH IS 


FLUID 
MULCH! 


Make it in 30 MODEL 24 
Cap. 50 gal. 
} 3 P. 
Pour it on the ha Wt. 400 Ibs. 


ground 5’ x 242’ x 4 high 


With the AgroMat, fluid mulch is made, quickly and easily, from such 
waste materials as newspaper, hay, straw, corn stalks, cobs and other woody 
cellulose materials. To this may be added those mineral fertilizers which may be 

| desirable for particular crops. It takes only 30 minutes to mix the batch, com- 
| pletely disintegrating all the fibers. Simply pour this on the ground. The fluid 
, mulch protects root systems and retains moisture all summer long. It eliminates 
_ weeds from the garden and provides healthy bacterial action. 


Three models to choose from ... all on easy terms. ‘Ne guarantee complete 
| satisfaction. Write for detailed literature. Immediate delivery is still possible. 

@ RETAINS HEALTH-GIVING VITAMINS AND MINERALS 

e A WEED-LESS, WORK-LESS GARDEN 

® NO CULTIVATING, WEEDING OR HOEING 

@ INCREASES AND SPEEDS PLANT GROWTH 


A Labor-saving Investment for Home Gardeners As Well As for 
Truckers, Flower Growers, Farms, Nurseries and Orchards. 


INC. 

DOWNINGTOWN 

1951 
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The Keston 
Organic Shredder 


Approved by 


Professional Engineers 


Only $125, f.0.b, Factory in Pa. 


ACCESSORIES 


im h.p. gasoline engine ............ 44.00 
Clutch for easy starting of engine ..... 10.00 
Portable features, as illustrated ....... 17.50 


Prices Subject to Revision 


Order a Keston All Purpose Shredder Now! 


Limited Stocks Available 


Grist Mills for 
the Home * 


A hand-operated grist mill, 
with adjustable burrs, for 
making your own whole- 
grain flour or cereal. Capa- 
city, Coarse: 1 Ib. per min- 
ute. Fine: 4 lb. per minute. 
Grinds all grains, coffee, 
Write for prices for larger 
and power models. 


Make Compost Quickly With 
{-ton unit $2, 
* Enz-Bac 5-ton unit $8. 
i-ton unit $1. 
* Fertosan  4-ton unit $2.50 
5-ton unit $1.00 
* Keston Herbal 2-t0n unit $10.50 
Terms: Cash with order. * Prepaid—add 10% West 
** F.0.B. Factory of Mississippi 


* Keston Earthworms 
$6.50 per thousand 


* The Keston Fulcrum 
For no-digging enthusiasts, Fits any garden fork, $3.50. 


* Fertosan Land Cleanser 
Startling ORGANIC treatment for COCCIDIOSIS in 
poultry, goats, rabbits. — 1 acre size $10.50. 


Compost Bin ** 
LEHIGH TYPE— 
Rot - resistant 
New Jersey Ce- 
dar. Steel corner 
rods. 1-ton size, 
$10.00; 2-ton 
size $15.00. 


Organic 
Implements & Co. 


P. 0. Box 113, 24 Seventh Ave., Haddon Heights, N. J. 


All Earthworms the Same? 


HE October issue’s Forum ac- 

count of Mr. E. F. Easterbrooks’ 
earthworm experiment might be pass- 
ed with an amused wink were it not 
that some will be misled as to the 
social compatability of the common 
garden worm. It is reasonably certain 
that Mr. Easterbrooks experiences no 
compunction of conscience since he 
so sportingly conducted his experi- 
ment by observing equal care and 
conditions for both the garden worms 
and his Oliver hybrids. However, be- 
cause of this well intended race on 
equal terms his experiment jumped 
the rails at the very start. 

Are we not aware of the different 
species within a given kingdom? The 
Lion and the Ox are both animals yet 
one eats only meat while the other 
is strictly vegetarian. The cactus and 
the cranberry are both plants yet one 
requires an alkaline soil while the 
other demands acid. It could hardly 
be considered an experiment on equal 
terms to use such animals and plants 
under like conditions. Favorable con- 
ditions for the one would be diaboli- 
cally opposed to the other. 

May I suggest that Mr. Easterbrooks 
again gather a pair of garden worms 
from his soil and then take as much 
of the same soil as necessary to fill 
his box. Next let him fill his second 
box from the same source in which 
to house his pair of Oliver worms. 
Let him feed nothing whaiever except 
the water in which the family dishes 
are washed. I shall prophesy the re- 
sults. The common garden worm will 
grow fat, make love, and multiply 


(Continued on page 7) 
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FARM FRESH FOOD 


ORGANICALLY GROWN — STONE GROUND 
All orders shipped the day received 


® UNBLEACHED WHITE FLOUR 
. .delicious for muffins and 
pastries. 3 Ibs.—79c 
® WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR 

. healthful, best for hot breads and muffins 
(soft wheat) 3 Ibs.—79c 
@ WHEAT & RYE CEREAL 

. . combination of 6 grains—eaten daily this 
creates bulk in your diet and has therefore 
a regulating action. 3 Ibs.—97c 
® YELLOW CORN MEAL 

.. the corn germ and oil, the nutritious 
parts, are not extracted. They are ground 
into our corn meals. Wonderful for muffins, 
mush, shortening bread. 3 Ibs.—73c 
® WHITE CORN MEAL 3 Ibs.—73c 
@® WHEAT MEAL 
cooks into a delightful breakfast 
cereal. 3 Ibs.—79c 
@® RYE MEAL 

.used as porridge or stuffings. 3 Ibs.—79¢ 
@® RYE FLOUR 

.. dark rye bread and pumpernickle. 

3 Ibs.—79c 


GREAT VALLEY MILLS -lvyland 9, Pa. 


® HULLED SUNFLOWER SEED 
.. The Miracle Food, rich in vitamins A, B, 
D and F. Contains large amount of calcium, 
thiamine and lecithin. 2 Ibs.—$2.75 
@ HULLED MILLET 

. not starchy, a complete protein cereal. 
Very rich in organic minerals and vita- 
mins 3 Ibs.—8le 
® WHEAT GERM 

. from hard wheat, the most 
nutritious. 3 Ibs.—$1.25 

ADD 10 PER CENT FOR SHIPPING CHARGES 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER DELICIOUS FOODS: un- 
sweetened apple butter. Pennsylvania Dutch pre- 


serves, butters and honey, hickory and apple wood 
triple smoked and cured ham. WRITE FOR OUR 
CATALOG. 


Great Valley Mills has been in business since 2 
1710. The proprietors own and operate their 
own farm and supervise harvesting and plant- 
ing. This is not a city operation! Thousands of 
satisfied customers buy continuously! 


BUCKS 
COUNTY 


FRAZER COMPOST 


Contains up to 100 Billion Living 
Soil-Building Bacteria per Ounce! 


Frazer Compost vitalizes your soil while it enriches. 
Ideal for lawns, gardens, flowers, shrubs. Use as 
activator in your own compost pile! A true organic 
enricher, active, living, dynamic! Now available at 
mass production prices. Order direct from greatly 
enlarged new plant in Chicago’s Union Stock Yards! 


100 Ibs., bagged, frate collect. 4.95 
1 ton, bagged, frate collect. 60.00 


For Parcel Post, ORDER DIRECT... TODAY -----~1 
add postag id handling 
10 2s FRAZER ILLINOIS COMPOST CORP. 
tb. ib. i 999 Exchange Ave., Union Stock Yds., Chicago 9, Ill. 
Local Chicago... ..15 35 50 PARCEL POST 
Up to 150 mi......20 45 .85 1.40 Compost Byt rnare 
150 to 300 mi.....25  .55 1.05 1.80 
300 to 600 mi.....30 .75 1.45 2.55 
600 to 1400 mi....35 1.00 2.00 3.65 ADDRESS... 
Over 1400 mi.....45 135 295560 4 
STATE. 
L 
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Here’s What M-E ROTARY TILLAGE WILL DO 
for YOU... for Your SOIL... for Your GROPS f 


YOU can till your soil earlier... . 
prepare perfect seed and root beds 
easier and quicker... . cultivate 
faster and cleaner throughout the 
growing season. 

YOUR SOIL and humus will be re- 
built Nature’s way by incorporating 
organic material into the soil in the 
ONLY way that gives you constant 
soil balance and maximum release 
of minerals and other ‘‘plant food’’ 
elements. 

YOUR CROPS will be healthier, 
richer in vitamins... .better in 
size, flavor, and general quality 
....and your entire yield will be 
considerably increased. 


Benefit These Ways 


This Year with M-E! 18” Model G18 shown. Also 12”, 16” and 26” models, 
plug-in attachments, tractor power take-off rotary tillers. 


kee, 


ROTARY TILLERS 


Milwaukee Equipment Mfg. Co., So. Milwaukee, Wis. 


SURF ACE-COMPOSTED and ENERGIZED 
* for “Better Roots in the Earth’ 


— ROWERS. VEGETABLES HYPER-HUMUS is more than humus, as bread is more than 
A 8s, cas flour. For 35 years, it has been the favorite soil conditioner of 
¥. r successful garden makers. Now, ENERCIZED to promote vigor- 
ous well balanced growth. 


PACKED IN MOISTURE-SEALED BAGS 
25, 50, 80 and 100 Lbs. 
Remember, HYPER-HUMUS is NOT peat moss, NoT a fertilizer; it 1s 


specially prepared humus, the best friend of ‘‘roots in the earth.’’ 
Wonderful for Seed Flats, Lawns, Flower Beds and Perennial Plants. 


and 
| PUTS NEW LIFE INTO EVERY TYPE OF Sou 
5 


HYPER- ~HUMUS ‘Company 


Ask your dealer for Hyper-Humus @ Write us for ‘Better Roots in the Earth” 


HYPER-HUMUS CO. ® Box 19 ® Newton, N. J. 


Play Safe 


Select your gardening needs from the 
advertising pages of Organic Gardening 
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The Forum 


(Continued from page 4) 


whereas the Oliver worms will find 
the going rough should they survive 
at all. 

I certainly have no quarrel with 
the Oliver hybrid nor of any of the 
Trade names he wears. I grow the 
Oliver commercially along with my 
specialty, the English Manure Worm. 
These Red worms have their place 
in organiculture. The common gar- 
den worm is not adapted to commer- 
cial propagation, I have none to sell, 
and I never expect to grow rich at 
his expense. However, in all fairness 
to the old garden hackle who recalls 
fond memories of boyhood as well as 
to the disciples of organiculture, I 
make this statement without fear of 
successful ccntradiction: Of the two 
species, the common garden hackle 
is of far more value to the soil than 
all the Reds combined. Buy commer- 
cial worms? Yes, by all means, but 
use them in the composting pit or at 
least under a heavy mulch. Enrich 
your soil with their castings and the 
common garden worm will move in 
of his own accord. 

Wm. A. Phillips, 
P. O. Box 22, 
Bessemer, Ala. 


Editor's Note:—The observations of 
both Mr. Easterbrooks and Mr. Phil- 
lips point to the same ‘conclusion, 
namely that the manure worm will 
do a better job in the compost heap 
than the orchard worm, while the 
latter will survive better in a soil 
which has far less organic matter than 
the compost heap. 


Potatoes in Compost 
You may be interested in the results 
of our first compost which we started 
last fall, with the usual clippings, 
rough grass-sods, dirt, leaves, dried sea- 
weed, etc.; and during the early part 
of this season, we added table refuse. 
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FER+TR-EL 


(Soil Amender) 
Basic Slag is the base of 
FER+TR—-EL 


SLAG used in FER+TR-—EL 


has been water cooled to make it more 
porous rendering the elements quickly 
available to the fine roots of plants. RE- 
SULT: healthier plants, less pest’s and 
disease. 


FER+TR—EL 
has a high percentage of CALCIUM and 
MAGNESIUM and all the TRACE ELE- 
MENTS such as BORON, MANGANESE, 
COPPER, IRON and many others, not found 
in any other product. 


Trace Elements in FER+TR—EL 
will build up the mineral deficiency in soil. 
Victor A. Tiedjens of Rutgers University 
has this to say about Slag: ‘‘It is fine ma- 
terial to use and is worth more than pul- 
verized limestone if the soil is low in 
minor elements. It may be used more free- 
ly than limestone, as it does not raise the 
pH or sweeten the soil too rapidly. | have 
seen some results with this material that 
approached a miracle.” 


FER+TR—EL 
is this and more. 
FER+TR—EL is packed in 100 pound bags at 
$2.25 F.0.B. Plant. 


The Gardener 


USE FER+TR—EL for your LAWN, FLOWERS 
and VEGETABLES. 


THE FARMER 


USE FER+TR—EL for your CROPS, ORCHARDS 
and everywhere, 


FER+TR—EL is not a chemical. 
Get a bag of FER +TR—EL today. TRY IT. 
Ask for pamplet on FER +TR—EL 
ORGANIC GARDENS 


FULLERTON, MARYLAND 
Distributors Wanted 
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FOR LAWNS AND GARDENS 

® Apply Direct to the Soil 

@ Mix in the Compost Heap 

@ FEED TO EARTHWORMS 
An essential material for the Organic Cardener 
...A slow-acting, long-lasting energizer that in- 
creases and replenishes the organic content of 
the soil. ..improves soil texture. ..absorbs and 
retains plant-nourishing moisture...helps de- 
composition of soil break-up into humus. . . binds 
sandy soils. ..loosens clay soils. 
Packed in Handy 50 Lb. Bags. If your dealer 
cannot supply you we will ship direct to you. 
Freight prepaid east of Mississippi River. (Write 
for freight rates west of Mississippi River.) 

NEW LOW PRICE 

Send $1.90 for each 50 Ib. bag; enough for 200 
sc. ft. of NEW lawn or garden. Minimum Ship- 
ment 100 Ibs. (2 bags). 


HERSHEY ESTATES 
HERSHEY, PENNSYLVANIA 
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WARM-PHOG (warm fog) HOTOUSE 
Individual Plastic Greenhouses 


Durable thick transparent plastic caps proves many times 
more effective than paper caps. Gives 2-week advantage 
when used on flowers, tomatoes, mellons, strawberries, 
ete. Conserves moisture, easily ventilated, easy to set, 
lifts for weeding. Plants always visible. Users claim 
that WARM-PHOG (warm-fog) almost ‘‘draws’’ seedlets 
out of ground! Stacks for storage. Size 5 x 8 x 5. 
Or conical shape, 6 x 64. Last for 5 to 7 years. 
1 doz., $4.00; 25, $8.00; 50, $15.50; 100, $30.00 


+H Box G, 1439 Lawrence St., 
Martin Roberts Co. DENVER, COLORADO 


A peachbasket full of small wizened- 
up sprouted potatoes in the cellar at 
home were ear-marked for the gar- 
bage truck, but instead they went on 
the pile too. 

A few weeks later came the sur- 
prise! The dried-up potatoes were 
producing green foliage on the top 
and two sides of the compost. These 
portions were left undisturbed as we 
continued to add to the rest of the 
pile. As the foliage became more 
profuse, my impatience to see whether 
it was all “show” impelled me to fol- 
low the lead of one stem down to the 
root where I found quite a quantity 
of marble-size potatoes. We waited 
another few weeks, and though the 
leaves had not turned entirely yellow, 
we decided to dig the potatoes any- 
way. To our amazement, we uncover- 
ed about half a peck or more of nice- 
looking smooth medium-size potatoes. 

I cooked the first lot with some 
misgivings as I had been told that 
potatoes raised in such an unconven- 
tional manner probably would have 
no taste. However, the proof of the 
pudding certainly was in the eating— 
those mashed potatoes were beauti- 
fully white and fluffy, with a wonder- 
ful flavor. 

Louise Bailey 
9 Park Place, Mystic, Conn. 


Compost and Mulch 


Being an ardent follower of your 
organic method of gardening and a 
subscriber to both Organic Gardening 
and The Organic Farmer 1 thought 
you might be pleased to know what 
results some of your followers are ob- 
taining through this splendid method 
suggested by you. I had two wonder- 
ful exhibits in my garden; the first, 
a row of potatoes planted between two 
rows of pole limas that are spaced six 
feet apart, the second exhibit, a beau- 


‘tiful crop of potatoes harvested a 


month later. 
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These potatoes were grown by dig- 
ging a trench approximately six 
inches deep, placing the potatoes on 
the bottom and covering with acid 
compost (compost containing no 
lime). They were then covered with a 
light topping of soil and mulch of 
straw approximately six inches deep. 
The growth I think speaks for itself, 
as the vines had a spread of almost 
six feet just touching the bean rows 
on either side. The results were six- 
teen baskets (1/4 bushel size) for one 
basket planted. Size was fairly good, 
a few large, the majority medium with 
a few small as shown in the picture. 

To appreciate all this as we do, I 
should mention that the soil in this 
one acre plot was so poor and run 
down three years ago that it would 
produce practically nothing. This, of 
course, was due to a previous use of 
commercial fertilizers, but thanks to 
organic gardening the ground is be- 
coming productive, healthy and of a 
fine loamy texture. 

I might make mention of a most 
successful experience with pole limas 
They are extremely well advanced for 
the 20th of July, in fact they were 
just about ready to pick which is 
exceptionally good for this past year 
as it was a very cold late spring and 
quite difficult to get beans, etc. started. 
We planted these beans in flats of one- 
half compost and one-half sand, 
placed them in the greenhouse until 
they were well sprouted at which time 
they were taken from the flats, three 
sprouted beans placed in a four and 
one-half inch pot, and moved out 
to frames under glass. They were 
ready to plant just when the weather 
was favorable and when most every- 
one else was thinking about putting 
seed in the ground. We had the finest 
crop ever. 

In closing I might add we have had 
very little trouble with insects this 
year, some bean beetles and a very 
few potato bugs which we dusted 


Caneel Out WORK 


MOW LAWNS 
CUT TALL WEEDS 
PULVERIZE LEAVES 


AMERICA’S 
FINEST POWER 
MOWER 


MOW-MASTER not only does a beautiful job 
of mowing grass and cutting tall weeds, it 
also pulverizes autumn leaves. It keeps the 
lawn fresh and clean looking. Powerful 2 
H.P. Engine—direct drive—easy operation— 
triple duty and long season use, ALL in one 
machine. No wonder MOW-MASTERS are 
popular. 


PROPULSION ENGINE CORP. 
7th St. & Sunshine Rd. (Dept. 06-3) 
Kansas City 15, Ks. 
Write for illustrated folder at once. 


Gentlemen: Please send me your illustrated folder, des- 
cribing the MOW-MASTER Line of Power Mowers and 
Grind-a-Leaf attachments. 


NAME.. 
ST. ADDRESS 
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@ If you want fruit juices 
that are more nutritious, 
more palatable and deli- 
cious to consume — and up 
to 20% more than you've 
ever extracted before, 
then use a K & K Juicer 
. .. the only juicer of its 
kind on the market. 
Because it’s hydraulic it 
delivers more than 3000 
Ibs. of pressure to give you 
greater quantities of pure, 
clear juice free of all pulp. 


Modern K &K Shredder 
outperforms them all 


@ As a wonderful kitchen com- 
panion, the K & K Shredder is 
marvelous for quick and effi- 
cient shredding of fruits and 
vegetables for soups, salads 
and desserts. 


Both economically priced, 
they quickly return their value, 
giving you more palatable food 
that is delicious and nutritious lo 
eat. Write today for full details. 


Address inquiries to: Dept. OG3 


KNUTH ENGINEERING CO 


2617 WN. ST. LOUIS AVE., CHICAGO 47, iLL 


GREENHOUSE 
This Model $385 
A delightful addition to any home. Like 
all Orlyts, it is made in sections for eas 

assembly with bolts and screws. 10 by 1 

ft. Orlyt shown is already to put on your 
foundation. Your house heating system 
may be extended for the greenhouse or 
automatic, electric and oif burner heat is 
available. Also automatic ventilation. 
Other Orylits and Lean-tos from $210. 

our Exhibits at the Spring Flower Shows 
or write tor Booklet No. 27. 


LORD & BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON NY DES PLAINES ILL 


lightly with rotenone. Other than that 
we resorted to no poison sprays. I do 
trust that the enclosed will be of some 
value and encourage you in your en- 
deavor, and wish at this time to ex- 
press my most sincere appreciation for 
your untiring efforts. 

George A. Off 

Linwood, N. J. 


No-digging Method 

Believe it or not, the garden was 
not spaded or turned over before 
the plantings. I merely opened a 
furrow for the seeds, planted and 
covered them. Corn was planted the 
deepest, perhaps an inch and a half. 
That was the deepest digging done 
outside of pepper and tomato trans- 
plants. Lazy and crazy perhaps, but 
results count. 

Beets averaged 414 inches last 
year and the rest of the garden was 
in proportion. Tomatoes were be- 
yond compare. Sweet corn stalks had 
already been chopped up and com- 
posted before anyone else had 

picked corn from their garden. 
Muskmelons were out of this world. 
The size and crop were outstanding 
and had to be seen to be believed. 
Many a time I drool when I think 
how they tasted. All of these results 


came during an extremely drysum-~ 


mer. There wasn’t any watering 
done during this time. I did, how- 
ever, keep mulching with lawn clip- 
pings. 

Steve Gosciminski 

164 Prospect Street 

Ludlow, Mass. 


Net Fruit Bag for 
Storing and Sieving Mulch 
Plant lovers will find that the open 
weave orange-colored bags in which 
the grocer receives oranges, onions 
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and other vegetables are excellent 
for collecting, storing, drying and 
grinding waste vegetables and tree 
leaves. 

Hang bag up in a dry, airy place. 
When the contents have become 
brittle, tie the bag up or pin it shut 
with some large nails and trample on 
it. Then taking an end of the bag 
in each hand and one end higher 
than the other alternately, you have 
an excellent sieve. Repeat*trampling 
and sieving several times. All ma- 
terial does not need to be perfectly 
dry. What does not reduce may be 
left in the bag until next time. 
Michael C. Elske 


Michael C. Elske 
235 E. 52nd St., 
New York 22, N. Y. 


The May, 1949 issue of Organic 
Gardening carries a most interesting 
picture of the Strawberry Barrel. 

Some years ago I used the identical 
method of growing cucumbers in my 
back yard and submit the following 
account of the experiment. I regret 
1 do not have any further data to 
include but thought it might be in- 
teresting to see another application 
of this same line of thought. 

I filled the barrel with a mixture 
of woods earth and sand and kept 
it well watered by means of as3” iron 
pipe down through the center. In 
order to keep the sand from work- 
ing out through the holes I tacked 
pieces of wire screening so they 
formed a cup shaped wart on the 
outside of the barrel and turned the 
edges to prevent cutting the vines. 

If this thought is worth mention- 
ing in some of the publications you 
are welcome to make such use of the 
material as you may care to. 

Elting C. Stillwell, 
Baltimore 15, Maryland 
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ROTO-HOEB\ 


MANY USES 


Roto-Hoe is ideal for 
preparing seed beds, 
mixing organic mate- 
rial with the soil, 
pulverizing compost 
heaps, etc. The mo- 
tor can be used as 
a portable power unit 
for pump, saw, spray- 
er, grinder, etc. 


Easily Converted To Roto-Cutter 


The Rotary-tilling attachment can be easily 
and quickly replaced with Roto-Cutter at- 
tachment for perfect lawn care. Roto- 
Cutter cuts 20” swath—reduces cuttings 
to a fine mulch. No Grass Blade, weed, 
plantain, regardless of height, escapes its 
sharp cutting edge. 20” Roto-Cutter at- 
tachment for Roto-Hoe only $40. Also 
available—new 12” trimmer and mulcher 
attachment, only $24. 


Ask your dealer for demonstration or write 
for information. Dealer inquiries invited. 


ROTO-HOE Box 2 


and Sprayer Co. Novelty, Ohio 


AMAZING NEW POTTERY 


VERMICULITE PLANTERS Insure 
HEALTHY LUXURIANT HOUSE PLANTS. 


So light they float on water. Artistic designs 
made in gold-flecked pastel—green—rose—blue. 
Plants thrive in them because the roots receive 
all the oxygen they need. 


Containers absorb excess moisture, preventing 
stagnation and souring of soil. 


Retard evaporation. NO SAUCERS NEEDED!! 


STARTER SET as illustrated 
one of each color—$4.95 postpaid. 


HOME CRAFT 547 Hurt Bldg. 


Atlanta 3, Georgia 


$134.00 \ 


ECONOMICAL WAY TO 
GET THE FINEST 


EST greenhouse value possible to ob- 
tain. All mouldings of clear, age-re- 
sisting Cypress or Redwood. Highest 
quality metal fittings. Double strength 
glass. Every piece cut to fit and plainly 
marked so anyone can quickly assemble. 


Prices do not include foundation or 
benches. 


10" x 12" — $230.00 
10’ x 16° — 288.00 
14-%" x 18" — 420.00 
14-14' x 25° — 580.00 


ORDER DIRECT 


Yoho & Hooker 


Dept. R Youngstown, Ohio 


You'll GO for that deliciously 
different taste of food cooked 
outdoors over a fragrant wood or 
charcoal fire. A Hancock Outdoor 
Fireplace will make your feasts 
mouth watering memories to you and your friends. So 
easy to build, too, with the Hancock “skeleton” unit. 
Ovens, spits and other accessories available. Send 
10¢ for 4-page Plan Sheet—""HOW TO BUILD YOUR 
OUTDOOR FIREPLACE" —with working drawings for a 
variety of designs. 


HANCOCK 


IRON WORKS 


161 W. PIKE ST., PONTIAC 14, MICH. 
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Whats New 
At Home and in 
the Garden 


Tomato Tree 


A tomato tree, which grows 12 feet 
high and bears for 12 years, has been 
imported from New Zealand. The 
propagation and cultivation of the 
tomato tree is very similar to citrus 
culture. Under suitable climatic and 
soil conditions, they are easy to grow 
and begin bearing at the end of the 
first year. 

It is egsential for successful estab- 
lishment and production that com- 
mercial plantings be made in frost 
free areas or in those experiencing 
only very light frosts. 

The tomato tree is easily propa- 
gated from seed.or cuttings. The two 
main varieties are the yellow and the 
red. The red is the preferred variety 
for market; however, the yellow is 
much milder in flavor in the same de- 
gree as red and yellow in standard to- 
mato varieties. 

Not all the fruit of a tree ripens 
at the same time and therefore nu- 
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merous pickings are necessary as fruit 
reaches maturity. Preferably fruit 
should be cut from the plant, not 
pulled. Twenty-five seeds, photo- 
graph and culture can be obtained for 
fifty cents from Glecklers Seedmen, 
Metamora 2, Ohio. 


Clogproof Attachment 


A device to end grass clogging 
where cutter bar attaches to eccen- 
tric on mowing attachments for gar- 
den tractors has been made by R. 
Elsenrath of Calloway - Electric Co- 
operative, Fulton, Mo. A small point 
of No. 9 steel wire is fastened to the 
eccentric. This shakes grass away 
where formerly it piled up. Elsenrath 
attached a wire and a piece of screen 
door spring from the same point to 
the base of the machine to take care 
of falling tall weeds. This wire shakes 
and the spring is stretched at every 
movement of the cutter bar. Tall 
weeds instead of falling where they 
can clog the machine are dropped 
gently where they were cut. 


Soil Analysis 


A complete, laboratory soil analysis 
can now be had by mail. This pre- 
cision test service is offered by Edwin 
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‘Rains Over All” 


300 GALLONS PER HOUR, Rata 


Adjusts to Covers 
stop ot ho 50 « 60’ 
ony ongle orea 


Nature’s Competitor 


SHOWER QUEEN’S beautiful waving plume 
of pure sparkling water falls as a gentle 
April shower. Perfect for all exacting water- 
ing requirements. Large rectangular pattern 
gets right up to the corners, eliminating 
excessive overlapping. R ith 
shutting off water. Fully Automatic and 
Positively guaranteed. 
Write for free data and prices 


Best 


THIS EFFECTIVE 
NON-ACID PLANT FOOD 


“RUHM’S 
natural, pinely Round 
PHOSPHATE ROCK 


For Price, Full Information write 
AUSTIN FEED & SEED CO., Chattanooga, Tenn. 
BRYAN & SHEFFER, Portland, Indiana 
ENGLEWOOD FARM-NURSERY, Muskegon, Mich. 
JOHN A. SALZER SEED CO., LaCrosse, Wis. 
FRED P. BIERER, Box 28, Ames lowa 
SOILSERVICE, Townsend, Massachusetts 


VAUGHAN’S SEED STORE, Chicago 6, Illinois 
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For GARDENING Fun 
Get a GENUINE 


Equyrected 


GREENHOUSE 


“Give your ‘Green Thumb’ a real 
chance with a ‘Real’ Greenhouse.” 


The Greenhouse “pictured, approximately 9 
feet wide and 14 feet long, is $420.00 for the 
complete superstructure. Automatic heating 
and ventilating at small additional cost. 


Write for FREE Catalog 


TEXAS GREENHOUSE CO. 


814 Dan Waggoner Building 
Fort Worth 2, Texas 


THE ONE AND ONLY 


PACIFIC STRAIN 
of 
TUBEROUS BEGONIAS 


Originated by Frank Reinelt 
The largest assortment and finest new develop- 
ments. We have an excellent variety of com- 
pletely new advances available this year. 


Write For Catalog 


VETTERLE and REINELT 


DEPT. 


CAPITOLA, CALIF. 


Harrington, agricultural chemist of 
Carversville, Pa. 

Soil is mailed in tubes. A separate 
soil sample should be taken for each 
plot. The area represented by a sam- 
ple may be large or small, but for 
the garden, samples should be taken 
from points every five to ten feet. 
The laboratory will supply mailing 
tubes. For only four dollars, a com- 
plete report and experienced recom- 
mendations on plant food types and 
amounts, liming requirements, ma- 
nures, humus, rotation and manage- 
ment is forthcoming. 


Miniature Greenhouse 


A miniature glass-enclosed green- 
house that may be used as a decor- 
ative piece or as a practical means 
of starting seedlings and for growing 
off-season or difficult plants is now 
being offtred by Old Copper Mine 
Farms. Although only 32 inches long, 
16 inches wide and 21 inches high, it 
offers many of the advantages pro- 
vided by full-sized greenhouses. It is 
designed to plug into a light socket 
and is equipped with electric illumin- 
ation, underground irrigation, auto- 
matic ventilation and automatic, 
thermostatically controlled heat. In- 
formation can be obtained by writing 
Old Copper Mine Farms, Dept. OG, 
Warrenville, N. J. 
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OLMSTED FALLS, OHIO Just feed the vegetables or 


Food Vitamins and Minerals 
Which You May Be Wasting 
H It h T : May Help You to Get 
IN YOUR FOOD BETTER DIGESTION STRONG TEETH 
NORMAL ELIMINATION 


HEALTHWAY 


UNLOCK THE 


JUICE EXTRACTOR 


Makes It Easier to Get the Natural 
Vitamins and Minerals in Your Food 


In preparing food the ordinary vitamin-wasting way, 
you normally peel off and throw away the skins and 
rinds where the vitamins and minerals are. Often too, 
in boiling food, the vitamins are dissolved in the 
cooking water. This is cheating you and those you 
love. Don’t do it! Get a Healthway Juice Extractor 


chrome plate. Patented pulp lev- 
Enclosed is $64.59. Rush me, postpaid, one fruits in the opening. In eler. Clean-Easy detachable bowl 


Healthway Fruit and Vegetable Juice Extractor. | a few seconds out comes with white chip-resistant plastic 


pure juices. Makes lucious finish. Cushion-Quiet ball bear- 
ing motor, cone-shaped cutter of 


juices from carrots, spinach, 
j 2s nickel silver. Only one moving 


other leafy vege- part, completely enclosed for safe- 
| tables and fruits. ty. Base in green enamel. 
STATE ........ Order Now While Healthways Are Still Available 


and unlock the health treasures in your food. Send 
FULLY GUARANTEED BY FACTORY $64.50. Your Healthway will be shipped postpaid. 
NATURAL FOODS INSTITUTE, Dept. HoG-3, | SO EASY TO USE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 
Fast action strainer of heavy, 


H 0 W T 0 M 4 K E Amazing Results Achieved with 
SPRING TO LIFE 


a concentrate free 
IMMEDIATE CONTINUING 


from fillers or harmful chemicals. 
BENEFITS! Contains manures, king Will not wash out of soil but 
crab, bone-meal, tankage, minor. ele- 


remains to aerate and add 

ments, etc. Write for FREE descriptive needed bulk! Encourages 
literature. earthworms and helpful bac- 
teria. Proven superior for vege- 
tables, lawns, shrubs, trees, 
flowers, roses, potting soil, etc. 


2000 Ibs. 60.00 


Send check, cash or money order. . ey 
The ESPOMA COMPANY, Dept. OG-2, Millville, N.j- 
Pioneers in Organic Processing . . . Since 1929 
Manufacturers of HOLLY-TONE 


Clean Chimneys Permanently | OY caroenine 


Stops down draft—prevents furnace explo- ...Jeaves, garbage, etc....(reduces garbage 
sions. Satisfaction guaranteed. This copper without odor!)...Activates, conditions and 
sweetens soils...Many other uses. Organic. 
ar Mailable. For free Bacterial. Pleasant aroma. Trial size for 
et address : 425-Ib. compost, $1., 1350-1800 Ib. size, $2. 
WIG., ABINGTON, MASS. Postpaid. 
ActivO—West 
SAVES FUEL P. ©. Box 227, Rivera, Calif. 


ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertili- 
zer quicker, better, easier, cheaper from waste 


Bi 
| 
ESPOMA 
= 
vl 


ANSWER TO OUR CRITICS 


(PART VII) 


Insects Are Nature’s Censors 


By J. I. RODALE 


HIS is the last of a series of seven 

articles answering the article of 
Prof. Ray Koon, head of the Waltham 
Field Station of the University of 
Massachusetts which appeared in the 
May 1950 issue of Horticulture Maga- 
zine. In his short bit of writing he at- 
tacked the organic method of farm- 
ing. Near the end of his article he 
states: 

“The defenders of the organic the- 
ory say that bugs and blights are not 
so likely to attack plants grown with- 
out fertilizer. Pests just don’t like the 
taste of unfertilized plants, it seems. 
This is not true. It is true that healthy 
plants are better able to resist pest at- 
tacks than are unhealthy plants, but 
we grow such plants in soil well-bal- 
anced as to both organic matter and 
chemical plant food.” 

In answer I would like to reprint a 
condensed version of an editorial I 


16 


wrote in the June 1944 issue of Or- 
ganic Gardening which would seem to 
indicate that insects are not as preva- 
lent where plants are grown with plen- 
ty of organic matter. Professor Koon 
talks of a soil well-balanced as to both 
organic matter and chemical plant 
food. That is all right in theory but 
when you go out among farmers you 
see the result of the methods taught 
by the agronomists. The latter mere- 
ly talk about organic matter, but do 
very little about it. As a result, if you 
offer a farmer some free organic mat- 
ter, he usually will not take it because 
he has not been taught how to handle 
it. 

There follows herewith the article 
entitled: 


Insects, the Censors of Nature 


Sir Albert Howard has said that the 
insect is the censor of nature to de- 
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stroy unwanted vegetation. In the 
scheme of evolution certainly the in- 
sect is no chance accident. Thousands 
of species have been developed over 
millions of years. A biological bal- 
ance has been established not only 
among them but among animals and 
all plants. It is only when plants are 
sub-normal as a result of soil defi- 
ciencies or unfavorable environmental 
conditions that they become suscept- 
ible to and are destroyed by insects 
and parasitic fungi. Insects destroy 
deficient plants and return them to 
the soil so that they may be replaced 
by new and normal ones. 

Where the farmer rotates his crops 
in four or five year periods, Nature 
may do so in cycles of two or three 
hundred years. Certain kinds of trees 
that were prolific two hundred years 
ago in forests are scarce today. The 
insect is one of the tools Nature uses 
in this thinning out or liquidating 
process. 

Now, let us suppose that you use ‘a 
strong chemical fertilizer in growing a 
plant. There is sufficient evidence to 
show that the taste of such a plant is 
affected by doing this. Organicultur- 
ists have long known that their vege- 
tables, grown with organic composts 
only, have a superior flavor from 
those grown by them previously with 
artificial fertilizers. Organic gardeners 
know also that when they garden with 


‘composts only there seems to be a 
. great reduction in insect depredations. 


The answer must be that the insect 
comes to the plant, samples it and 
goes his way because it is not to his 
taste. He will feast on a leaf of a plant 
grown with chemicals, because it is a 
sick leaf; not too sick perhaps, but as 
doctors might classify it, it is in a sub- 
clinical state of health. It is a little 
under the weather and that is the way 
the insect likes to have his leaf. It is 
like many tribes of natives in Africa 
who by tradition and _ inheritance 
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relish rotten toods. To them it is a 
delicacy. 

Let us take the case of germs in our 
own body. Practically every one of us 
carries the tuberculosis germ in our 
system. We are safe from its attack 
if our bodies are strong and healthy, 
but if we weaken, the germ begins to 
thrive and multiply. A state of weak- 
ness is his delight. Insects and germs 
have been trained by evolution to like 
certain things. A maggot will not 
attack live flesh It is abhorrent to it. 
But let that flesh die and the maggot 
begins his feast. This principle was 
used to great advantage in World War 
I. Where gangrene set in near bones, 
live maggots were applied and they 
cleaned out only the gangrenous, dead 
tissue. They would not touch the live 
healthy tissue. While we might like 
ice cream a fly wants a dung pile. 

Let me relate an experience that 
occurred in our hot-house a few win- 
ters ago. We planted lettuce and the 
plants were severely infested by 
aphids, with the result that they 
shriveled up and were a total loss. I 
would not spray, because I would 
rather eat no lettuce than some that 
was saturated with a strong chemical. 
A few months later, on the very same 
spot we tried lettuce again and the- 
plants were gorgeous. Gone were the 
aphids. This puzzled me for awhile 
but the answer suddenly came. The 
first lettuce started to grow in Decem- 
ber. The days were extremely short, 
the skies cloudy, the plants runty and 
weak. The aphids were attracted to 
them and ate or sucked with gusto. 
The second lot was set out in Febru- 
ary. The days were longer and many 
of them with bright sunshine. The 
plants grew large and vigorous. No 
aphids. Many persons have had the 
experience of bringing a rose plant in- 
doors only to find that it falls prey to 
aphids, because it has become weak- 
ened. 

I can give another example of the 
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selectivity in the taste of an insect, the 
Japanese beetle We had two grape 
vines whose leaves spreading over the 
same trellis mingled and twined. to- 
gether. One was a gnarled old vine 
of some wild variety. The other was 
a young Concord only a few years old. 
Both had been treated with compost, 
yet the Japanese beetle ate only the 
leaves of the old plant. It by-passed 
all of the younger leaves even though 
they were all packed closely together. 
The beetle relished the old plant 
leaves, possibly because the younger 
vine had been treated with compost 
since it was first planted. It responded 
better to it. Its leaves were in a better 
state of health. Of course it could be 
that the beetle liked the old vine be- 
cause it was a wild variety. 

There is scientific evidence that the 
activities of insects are intimately re- 
lated to the state of the soil, its fer- 
tility, structure, etc. First may I give 
an experience of Sir Albert Howard. 
He was called in to observe a peculiar 
condition with respect to an eelworm 
infestation of a potato crop. In this 
country eelworms are called nema- 
todes and they cause the troublesome 
rootknot. Sir Albert found that only 
certain rows were infested. This did 
not puzzle him. He dug down and 
showed that wherever there was the 
eelworm, the soil had a hard pan. In 
the other places, for some unexplain- 
able reason, the earth was soft all the 
way down. So we see a case of a pe- 
culiar condition in the soil affecting a 
plant and attracting an insect or a 
worm. 

Professor Leonard Haseman of the 
University of Missouri has studied the 
influence of soil minerals on insects 
and his findings were summarized in 
the Journal of Economic Entomology 
for February, 1946. Me states that a 
better feeding of plants may reduce 
the insect pests while the latter will 
attack sickly, undernourished plants. 
Here is a direct establishment of Sir 


Albert Howard’s idea that the insect 
could be a censor of Nature. Professor 
Haseman found that the greenhouse 
white fly attacked tomatoes only 
where there was a phosphorus or mag- 
nesium deficiency in the soil. The 
chinch bug thrives and multiplies 
where corn is grown under conditions 
of nitrogen deficiency and is known to 
thrive, says Dr. Haseman, on eroded 
and poor hillsides. Fertile bottom 
lands are much less infected. Haseman 
comes to the conclusion that the indi- 
cations are “that insects require less 
of minerals and that they may actual- 
ly thrive best on shortages of certain 
minerals.”” With the compost method 
mineral shortages are gradually cor- 
rected. 

To gardeners let me say that you 
will never have it insect free. Plant a 
little more than you need. Plant some 
for the insects so that after they get 
their share there will be more than 
enough left for you. But never spray 
a poison on any plant that you are 
going to eat. And this is one of the 
benefits of growing your own vegeta- 
bles every year. You can be sure that 
they have not had a poison bath. So, 
continue your victory gardens and it 
will mean victory over cancer, victory 
over diabetes, victory over heart dis- 
ease and possibly victory over polio- 
myelitis. There is a definite, proven 
connection between the quality of our 
foods and our health. . 

Thus comes to an end my series of- 
articles in answer to Dr. Koon. I hope 
I gave no offense to him as I attempt- 
ed to write it without the display of 
any venom. His attack could not be 
left unanswered. Today the press is 
full of similar articles written against 
the organic method by professors con- 
nected with our agricultural colleges. 
It is impossible to answer all of them. 
Possibly this entire series will be made 
into a booklet so that it can be sent 
to our detractors every time they at- 
tack us in print. 
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SOME PEOPLE 
JUST WON’T LEARN 


For a permanent lawn use 
natural fertilizers only. 


By EDWARD J. SKULTIN 


T ONE time I had a beautiful 

creeping bent grass lawn. But it 
seems that the earthworms were hav- 
ing a jolly time in it, and when I 
would mow the grass I'd scrape the 
small ant hills bare, and then I'd 
get awfully angry at these “destructive 
pests.”” 

To prevent those bare spots in my 
lawn, I doused the ground with bi- 
chloride of mercury until I had no 
more worms to damage my lawn. This 
was before I knew much of the com- 
plex interplay of the great variety of 
organisms which condition the soil 
for plant life. After this I had a diffi- 
cult time trying to keep the lawn 
green, until well-meaning neighbors 
told me the “secret.” I lost no time 
getting myself some aluminum sul- 
phate! It made the grass a little 
greener alright, but .this treatment 
was anything but permanent. When 
the hot weather came, my lawn col- 
lapsed, and by September I was lucky 
to have about ten per cent of the 
grass left. I was completely mystified. 
I simply couldn’t understand it, be- 
cause I had used a “good” fertilizer 
on it in just the right amount. You 
must admit that I was patient for I 


continued this practice for eight 
years. Then something wonderful 
happened. 
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J. H. McFarland 
Spreading bonemeal. 


I used to be a regular subscriber 
to a very good garden magazine on 
flower growing, and probably would 
still be reading each issue of it with 
the characteristic eagerness of the true 
hobbyist if I had not stopped to read 
an advertisement in one of the issues 
of this magazine. It was an adver- 
tisement of the Organic Gardening 
magazine. One issue was all that I 
needed to change my viewpoint on 
how to grow flowers or vegetables 
or green lawns. I wouldn’t exactly 
call it a viewpoint so much as just 
pure ignorance. For the first time, 
I began to understand what actually 
happened whett I put the ammonium 
sulphate on my lawn. 

My hat is off to the small handful 
of people who have introduced the 
more natural organic method of gar- 
dening, because using my own meager 
experience as a yardstick, I can appre- 
ciate the magnitude of the task that 
they have undertaken. The study of 
what makes a garden soil live, what 
misuses and artificial practices can 
literally murder it, what Mother Na- 
ture’s methods of growing plants real- 
ly are, are nothing more than ordin- 
ary common sense and, to my mind, 
certainly miake any artificial methods 
look not only silly but tragic. 
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Kosti Ruohomaa, Blaek Star 


Plump onions at curing time. 


LET’S TRY THE ONION FAMILY 


Onions are good sources of vitamins. 


By PROF. M. B. CUMMINGS 


HE plants with an onion-like odor 

comprise an interesting group 
of vegetables belonging to the Lily 
Family. To some people chives, leeks, 
shallots, scallions and garlic are all 
the same, but not so to the botanist 
or horticulturist, as will be made clear 
in this short article. 


Onions on Their Own 


This widely cultivated vegetable, 
known botanically as Allium. cepa, 
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is listed among the essential foods in 
the diet of healthy persons. Onions 
contain small amounts of calcium, so 
essential for bone building, phospho- 
rus, iron, and considerable amounts 
of carbohydrates, fats, and proteins. 
They are good sources of vitamin B, 
(thiamin), vitamin C (ascorbic acid), 
and vitamin B, (riboflavin). Although 
the minerals and vitamins are present 
in small amounts, their importance 
should not be discounted. 
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Onions grown from seed require 
over 100 days to develop to good size, 
but the choice of varieties may alter 
the time requirement. The length 
of day and temperature are also fac- 
tors. Bermuda onions grow well in 
short days of winter in the South, 
while Ebenezer and Southport make 
good bulbs in the long days of sum- 
mer in the North. The bulbs of the 
Bermuda onion do not keep in stor- 
age as well as other varieties. 

The onion is tolerant of high acid- 
ity but not more than pH. 5.5., a con- 
dition under which the phosphoric 
acid in phosphate rock and the potas- 
sium in potash rock become available 
in considerable amounts. These rock 
powders should be added at the rate 
of one half ton per acre, or a 
ton per acre of a mixture of these two 
kinds of powdered rocks. These min- 
erals are extremely important as they 
give firmness to the bulbs and thus 
increase their keeping quality in 
storage. The pulverized rocks include 
the trace elements so important in 


healthy onions. A deficiency of cop- 
per, for instance, causes poor color 
and thin outer scales which come off 
in handling so that the bulbs may be 
injured easily. 

Onions do especially well wher- 
ever there is much organic matter. 
Mulching is an ideal practice in the 
backyard garden; hay will supply 
enough nitrogen for the average crop. 
It does well wherever there is much 
organic matter. In onion culture, es- 
pecially for home supply, one may 
grow and transplant seedlings or plant 
the seeds directly in the soil in the 
garden. The former is preferred. In 
either case, do not use seed that is 
over one year old. One quart of seed 
weighs about a pound and contains 
approximately 9,000 seeds. In grow- 
ing seedlings to transplant, sow the 
seeds indoors ten weeks before it is 
time to set the seedlings out in the 


open. 
Garlic 
Garlic, known botanically as Al- 


USDA Mead, Ponkmeyer 


Seedling onions properly spaced in a row. 
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J. H. McFarland 


Chives—Seasoning of the gourmet. 


lium sativum, is a much maligned 
vegetable that is eaten almost daily, 
although often unsuspected, if it is 
mixed with other vegetables for pleas- 
ing taste. Each garlic bulb contains 
about 10 small bulblets or cloves. 
These are planted separately—when 
new plantings are made. Any good 
onion soil will do for garlic. There 
should be much organic matter in 
the soil. A heavy soil will cause ir- 
regular shapes and rough surfaces of 
the bulbs. Such soils become hard 
and dry and cause mechanical in- 
juries which induce decay. Sandy soils 
do not contain enough moisture, 
while wet soils cause over-sized bulbs 
which often discolor and do not keep 
well. 

Garlic is usually spaced four inches 
in rows one and one-half to two feet 
apart and planted in the Fall. The 
cloves are put down one half inch 
and no more. The crop is harvested 
when the tops turn brownish or yel- 
lowish and become dry. As soon as the 
bulbs are mature they are dug and 
allowed to dry outdoors or under 
shelter for several days. When dry 
the bulbs are cleaned by removing 
the outer leaf remnants and removing 
the roots which should be cut off close 
to the bulb. Garlic bulbs must be 
propef#y cured before being stored 
at 25 degrees F. 
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Leek 

Leek, Allium porrum, is the em- 
blem of Wales. In flavor leeks are 
milder than onions. Leeks are grown 
for their thick leaves and enclosed 
stems which are served like asparagus, 
or used in soups or meat dishes. ‘They 
are planted in rows two feet apart, 
and the seedlings finally thinned to 
stand about five inches apart in the 
row. Later, as the plants become 
larger, the soil is pulled around the 
stems to blanch them by excluding 
light. 

The recommended varieties of leek 
are American Flag, Elephant and 
Musselburg. The seeds should be 
sown in the spring and covered with 
one half inch of soil. A packet of 
seeds will sow about 25 feet of row. 
Leeks take about four months to grow 
to mature size. 


Chives 

Chives, known botanically as Al- 
lium schoenoprasum, may be regard- 
ed as a kind of stem onion. They often 
are used for edging flower beds since~ 
they have abundant foliage and beau- 
tiful lavender flowers. They attain 
a height of from six to eight inches. 
Seeds are seldom produced, and plants 
are propagated by dividing their 
clusters. This should be done every 
two or three years. The leaves are 
small and hollow and are swollen at 
the base. 


Shallots 

Shallots, Allium ascalonicum, are 
really scallions. This name often is 
applied to a small bunch of onions 
which are eaten raw. They may be 
grown from seeds or from sets plant- 
ed thickly and not thinned. Shallots 
have thick leaf bases, and grow like 
perennials. The bulbs, which cohere 
in growing, break up into bulblets. 
These bulblets should be planted out 
in the spring. Scallions are a rarity in 
home gardens but they need not be 
omitted 
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MINIATURE 
ARRANGEMENTS 


by ANN ANDREWS RODALE 


Photos by Boutrelle 


Arranged by Mrs. William Stickles 
»—> 


Arranged by Mrs. Alexander Dunt 


FLOWER arrangement is often called 

a copy of nature. Like nature, no 
really beautiful arrangement is completely 
symmetrical. Instead, two basic forms, the 
round and the elongated are combined in 
numberless ways to create both interest and 
design The pictured miniatures are mainly 
constructed using one round and two elon- 
gated forms. Each form is placed carefully 
so that depth is suggested, particularly 
the arrangement by Mrs. Wheeler. Even 
in the dimensions of a few inches, each 
arrangement has a dignity and solid foun- 
dation through the skillful manipulation 
of the basic forms. 


Arranged by Mrs. William Wheeler 
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TULIPS 


Queens of the spring garden. 


By G. I. WITTROCK 


HE flower that gives color to the 

spring garden and assures us that 
the Spring has arrived, is the tulip. 
The appearance of those rolled leaves 
emerging through the winter mulch 
is a certain sign that Spring is upon us 
and makes you exclaim with joy, “My 
tulips are up.” Those rolled leaves, 
still only a few inches above the 
mulch, can withstand very low tem- 
peratures without suffering frost dam- 
age. The home of the tulip is in the 
Old World from the Mediterranean 
region through Asia Minor to China. 
Native tulips cannot stand the cold 
climates in which garden tulips are 
grown today. It was only by breeding 
and selection that we can enjoy such 
a varied assortment of tulips in our 
gardens. 


Classes of Tulips 

Tulips can be roughly separated 
into three divisions: 

1. Early single tulips: these are com- 
paratively small in structure but ex- 
cellent for early first bloom. 

2. Cottage tulips: later blooming, 
and these represent the major class 
for the mid-seasons bloom. 

3. Darwin tulips: the stately tulip 
of the late season, and last group to 
close the tulip season. 


How to Grow Tulips 
One should have no difficulty in 
growing tulips. This is apparent when 
one notes the success of tulips grown 
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in an average home garden where 
very little attention is given to them. 
Perhaps this success is in large part 
due to the bulbs having been grown 
in well-drained, light loam. The soil 
should be deep and enriched with 
plenty of well-rotted manure or com- 
post to insure good plant growth and 
large flowers over a period of several 
years. Fertilizers such as bone meal, 
dried and shredded cow or.sheep ma- 


-nure or compost are excellent dress- 


ings. The best time to plant the 
bulbs is two to four weeks before the 
ground freezes or from October Ist to 
November Ist; later planting may re- 
sult in short stems and smaller flowers. 
We are told that large bulbs may be 
planted deeper than small ones; the 
ideal depth from four to six inches, 
and four to nine inches apart. The 
rule is: planting too deep will waste 
much strength of the bulb pushing 
through the soil; planting too shal- 
low, the bulbs may be pushed or 
heaved out of the soil, or possibly 
freeze. When setting the bulbs in the 
soil, be sure that you give a half twist 
as though screwing the bulb into the 
soil; it assures that the base of the 
bulb is in solid contact with the soil. 

Never cut the green leaves at any 
time; these leaves feed the bulb with 
new food to be stored for the next sea- 
son. When the leaves begin to turn 
yellowish at the base and have a 
withered appearance, they can be pul- 
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New York Botanical Garden 


Tulipa kaufmanniana—Rock Garden 


led out easily from the soil. The 
bulbs are then more or less cured 
and may remain in the ground for at 
least two more seasons or even a third 
if the flowers have appeared well the 
last season. Lack of flower develop- 
ment is a sign that the bulbs should 
be lifted and reset. Lifted bulbs may 
be reset in a new bed immediately, or 
they may be stored for the fall plant- 
ing. If stored, the lifted bulbs should 
never be exposed directly to the sun, 
but stored immediately in an airy, 
shady, cool place. Exposure to the 
sun of only 30 minutes may crack the 
coats of the bulbs and thus expose 
them to damaging influences. 


Diseases of the Tulip 
Tulips are subject to a few diseases. 
If the blossoms blister with brown or 
water-soaked spots on the petals, and 
if the leaves have greenish spots which 
gradually increase in size, the plants 
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have “fire blight.” If this disease oc- 


. curs in your tulips, cut off all the 


blooms and diseased leaves immediate- 
ly to prevent its spread to the bulb. 
If the fungus has invaded the bulb, 
place it in the compost heap. 

Insects such as the Green Peach or 
Spinach aphid, the Narcissus Bulb fly 
may attack tulips grown in soils of 
low fertility: Another animal pest 
which attacks tulips grown in depleted 
soils is the milliped. The best reme- 
dial measure is to enrich the soil with 
composts and pulverized rock min- 
erals. 

No one will deny that tulips give a 
beautiful decorative effect to the 
spring garden. They may be regarded 
as the Queens of the spring garden. 
There are so many attractive colors 
and bicolors to blend and to create 
effects that the slight investment in 
good bulbs always repays in dividends 
of beauty. 


25 


= 
g 
“ 
= 


PART II in a series 


THE VEGETABLE GARDEN 


Planting the garden with seeds and seedlings. 


By WILLIAM H. EYSTER, Ph.D. 


LANTING the vegetable gar- 

den should be begun as early in 
the spring as soil and climatic condi- 
tions will permit. Working the soil 
when it is too wet tends to spoil 
its physical structure. Such cold- 
hardy plarts as broccoli, cabbage, 
lettuce, onions, peas, potatoes, spin- 
ach, and turnip may be planted safe- 
ly from four to six weeks before the 
average date of the last killing frost 
for a particular region. Naturally 
then, the planting of the vegetable 
garden begins with these brave vege- 
tables. About two weeks later, plant 
such somewhat less hardy vegetables 
as beets, carrots, chard, mustard, pars- 
nips, and radishes. It is important 
that these hardy vegetables be plant- 
ed early, as most of them grow better 
in early spring when the days are 
getting longer and the temperature 
is gradually increasing. 

Such cold-tender vegetables as snap 
beans, cucumbers, okra, New Zea- 
land spinach, soybeans, squash, sweet 
corn, and tomatoes should be plant- 
ed on or as soon as possible after the 
average frost-free date for your re- 
gion. These may be followed by such 
heat-tolerant plants as lima beans, 
eggplant, peppers, and sweet pota- 
toes. 


What Are Seeds? 
A seed is really an exceedingly small 
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plant which, with a food supply pro- 
vided by the parent plant, is enclosed 
by a protective covering called a seed 
coat. Each seed contains enough re- 
serve food to nourish the baby plant 
until it becomes a seedling and can 
shift for itself. 


Conserving Seeds 


A comparatively small quantity of 
seeds is required for planting the ave- 
rage home garden. Seeds should be of 
the highest quality. The best seeds 


- costing more than inferior seeds are 


the cheapest in the end. When sowing 
seeds, keep in mind the mature size 
of the plant into which the seed will 
grow. This will help you to conserve 
the seeds and to avoid undue crowd- 
ing. Planting seeds too thickly is a 
common garden mistake, and a mis- 
take that is most frequently made in 
planting the small-seeded vegetables. 
One method of prevention is to esti- 
mate the length of row to be planted, 
then mix with sand the number of 
seeds that will insure a good but not 
crowded stand, and sow the seed-sand 
mixture in the row. 


How Seeds Germinate 


Germination is not the first step in 
plant growth; it is rather the resump- 
tion of growth on the part of the baby 
plant which became dormant when 
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. Germination of Seeds—Seedlings 


Squash Bean 


the seed matured. Conditions neces- 
sary for the germination of seeds are 
moisture, air, and favorable tempera- 
ture. The germination of seeds with 
a hard seed coat can be hastened by 
chipping or abraiding the seed coat 
so that water may be absorbed more 
easily. If the soil is heavy, enough 
compost and sand should be added to 
the surface layer to make sure that 
the conditions favorable for germina- 
tion are fully met. 

Some seeds retain their ability to 
germinate for a relatively short time, 
while others are capable of germinat- 
ing after a dormancy lasting several 
years. Most vegetable seeds remain vi- 
able, i e., capable of germinating, for 
two or three years but some, like cel- 
ery and cucumber, remain viable for 
eight years or longer. If old seeds are 
to be used, it is advisable to test their 
germination. For this purpose, make a 
germinator using dinner plates and 
paper toweling. Into one dinner plate 
place moist toweling, count out a hun- 
dred seeds and scatter them over the 
toweling, and then over the plate con- 
taining the toweling and seeds invert 
another similar plate. Keep the germi- 
nator under conditions favorable for 
the germination of the seeds. The 
number of seeds which actually ger- 
minate will represent the percent of 
germination. When such seeds are 
sown, the percent of germination must 
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Pea Onion Corn 


be considered so that a full stand of 
seedlings may be obtained. 


How to Plant Vegetable Seeds 


The planning of the garden and 
the placement of the different vege- 
tables were discussed in the last issue 
of this magazine. As to depth of plant- 
ing the seeds, a good general rule to 
follow is to cover the seeds with a 
layer of soil equal to three times the 
longest dimension of the seed, but the 
soil must be rich in organic matter. 
After the seeds are carefully and uni- 
formly covered, the soil should be 
firmed but not packed over them with 
the back of a rake or hoe. The covered 
row should then be mulched with 3 
to 4 inches of light, non-packing, 
coarsely shredded straw, legume hay, 
or salt hay. The spaces between the 
rows should be mulched with an equal 
thickness of finely shredded plant ma- 
terials as leaves, garden crop residues, 
ground corncobs, peanut hulls, cotton 
hulls, or whatever is available in any 
particular region. 

The rows of slow-germinating seeds 
may be marked by mixing with them 
a few seeds of a quick-germinating 
vegetable. The best crop for this pur- 
pose is a forcing variety of radish, be- 
cause its seeds will germinate within 
3 or 4 days. The roots ef this radish 
will reach edible size in a month or 
less. 
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No-Digging Garden 

If the garden has been covered with 
a winter mulch of finely shredded or- 
ganic matter, no purpose will be 
served in digging the garden in the 
spring preparatory to planting the 
seeds. Under the mulch the soil will 
be found to be soft and friable. Simply 
pull the mulch off the garden entirely 


Sowing the seeds mixed with sand, using a 
small pot as a seeder. 


or off the row spaces and onto the 
spaces between the rows. If the soil 
thus uncovered is too wet for planting, 
allow it to dry out for a few days un- 
til the soil contains the optimum 
amount of moisture. Then, using a 
line, make row trenches. When the 
seeds have been covered with soil, the 
mulch should again be distributed 
over the spaces between the rows with 
perhaps fresh mulch of loose straw or 
legume hay over the rows themselves. 
The layer of mulch between the rows 
will be thick enough to prevent the 
growth of weeds. The few weeds 
which make their appearance in the 
rows should be removed just as soon 
as they can be recognized. As the seed- 
lings grow into young plants, the 
mulching between the rows can be 
drawn up close to and around the 
plants. 

The no-digging garden is also a no- 
cultivating garden. Most of the gar- 
den work has been finished when the 
mulches have been put into place. 
The only equipment necessary is a 


28 


plant-materials shredder which can be 
purchased at relatively little cost or 
can be made by the gardener himself. 
Such garden mulches prevent erosion 
of the soil, absorb and hold water, 
conserve soil moisture, eliminate 
weeds, prevent diseases which are 
caused by organisms that are splashed 
from the soil to plants by rain drops, 
feed soil organisms which might other- 
wise attack growing plants, and feed 
the soil itself to keep it living and 
fruitful. 

The three aspects of gardening are 
(1) make the garden, (2) maintain the 
garden, and (3) enjoy the garden. 
Many gardeners spend so much time 
making and maintaining their gar- 
dens that there is no time left to en- 
joy them. 

Remember that each plant is a solar 
machine. Examine each plant much as 
you might a motor, and do all you 
can to keep it running smoothly and 
efficiently. Insect damage in the gar- 
den is more the fault of the gardener 
who spends all his time hoeing and 
weeding than it is the fault of the in- 
sects. A stitch in time saves nine, is a 
saying that applies to the control of 
insects in the same way as it ap- 
plies to the control of a forest 
fire, for instance. In their early 
stages a forest fire and an_ insect 
infestation can be snuffed out with 
little effort, while later they are out 
of control. You will also have time to 
study the habits of your vegetables. 
You will find that each kind of plant 
differs from all others. You will dis- 
cover a new pleasure in gardening. 


Growing Early Plants 
for the Garden 
Some seeds should be sown indoors 
and grown into seedlings or young 
plants to be transplanted into the gar- 
den later. Vegetables most commonly 
started in this way are cabbage cauli- 
flower, tomato, peppers, eggplant, cel- 
ery, and Bermuda onions. Of course, 


Organic Gardening 


( 
{/ 
> = 
|" 
- 
So 


' 


— 


almost any vegetable may be started 
inside and transplanted into the gar- 
den later. One of the most difficult to 
transplant is sweet corn, but when 
grown in berry boxes or any container 
which will disintegrate in the soil, 
sweet corn may be started indoors 
and set out later without difficulty. 
Other hard-to-transplant vegetables 
like cucumbers, squashes, and melons 
may be handled in the same manner. 
A good soil mixture for sowing 
seeds indoors consists of equal parts 
of screened compost or leafmold and 
sand. A small box 3 to 4 inches deep 
and as wide and long as convenient 
used for starting seedlings is called a 
flat. Fill the flat with the soil mixture 
and level off to the top of the flat with 
a piece of board. Make shallow rows 
about 2 inches apart and sow the seeds 
so that there are 2 or 3 seeds for each 
inch of row. Label each row with a 
plainly marked pot label. Cover the 
seeds with sand. Now cover the flat 
with a piece of burlap and wet with 
a fine spray until the water begins to 
flow out of the bottom of the flat. 
Keep the flat where the temperature 
is about 70 degrees F. until the seed- 
lings are through the soil, when the 
temperature should be reduced to 
about 60 degrees F. and the burlap re- 
moved. Bright light and a moderately 
low temperature will insure healthy, 
stocky seedlings. Seedlings grown in 
dilute light and high temperature will 
become “leggy” due to abnormal and 
poorly differentiated top growth. 


Transplanting Seedlings Indoors 


As soon as seedlings have developed 
their first true leaves, they should be 
transplanted. A good soil mixture for 
growing transplanted seedlings con- 
sists of 1 part compost, 2 parts leaf- 
mold, and 1 part sand. If transplanted 
into flats, the seedlings should be set 2 


Transplanting seedlings into seed flats. 


inches apart each way. For easy trans- 
planting into the garden later, use 
plant bands or other temporary pots 
2 inches square. The temporary pots 
are not removed when setting the 
plants in the garden and the roots of 
the seedlings are not disturbed. 

Set plants in the garden only when 
the soil is in good physical condition 
and is not wet. Make holes large 
enough to receive the plant band or 
the root system which should have soil 
adhering to it. Fill ground around the 
roots in such a way that no air pockets 
are formed. If the soil appears dry, 
pour water in the hole before setting 
the plant. 


Carrots, Extra-Special 


If your carrots always look like the double prongs of a pitchfork instead 
of streamlined smooth, take a word of advice from English gardeners. After 
heavily fertilizing their soil, they punch holes 6 inches apart and 12 inches 
deep in a row with an iron bar. Each hole is then filled with a half-and-half 
mixture of sand and rich soil (compost added). Eight or ten seeds are sown 
over every hole and later thinned to one plant per hole. Exhibition carrots 


are the happy result! 
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Organic berries for sale. 


Have you tried 


SAWDUST GARDENING? 


By A. I. MacKAY 


UIETLY, without fanfare or con- 

troversy, the groundwork for an 
agricultural revolution is taking form 
here in the Pacific Northwest. It is a 
revolt against the orthodox and 
conventional methods of gardening, 
against plowing and spading and cul- 
tivating and hoeing, against weari- 
some weeding, against the unceasing 
vigilance needed to combat plant 
pests. 

To get first hand information on 
this recent development I went to 
Rupert Stephens, internationally 
known for his research in developing 
new strains of berry plants and 
bushes, in cooperation with the De- 
partments of Agriculture of the 
United States and Canada. “I’ve been 
using sawdust mulch for fifteen years” 
he told me. Before he tried sawdust, 
Stephens had used other mulches— 
shavings, leaves, and bracken. He 
found bracken best, but the risk of 
a flash fire was too great, and, too, 
the supply couldn’t keep pace with 
the demand on his intensively culti- 


vated thirty acre Mountain Valley 
berry farm near Duncan, Vancouver 
Island. 

When he began experimenting with 
sawdust, Stephens used it on a trial 
plot. Early results were spotty. Some 
of the plants, particularly raspberry 
canes, showed sickly yellow foliage. 
This was proven to be entirely due to 
nitrogen deficiency, caused basically 
by the sawdust getting mixed with 
the topsoil. It is, of course, common 
knowledge that many forms of decay- 
ing or organic matter, incorporated 
into the soil, tie up available nitro- 
gen, temporarily impoverishing the 
supply needed by growing plants; as 
soon as the active process of decom- 
position is over, the nitrogen drain 
stops. 


Avoid Mixing Sawdust with Soil 

Every sawdust mulcher agrees on 
the inviolability of one basic rule: 
don’t mix sawdust and soil. Stephens 
learned this the hard way. Equally 
important is the requirement that the 
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Sawdust mulched field on the Stephens Farm. 


surface of the soil be smooth and even 
before the sawdust is spread, with a 
uniform depth of mulch covering the 
ground; to throw sawdust indiscrimi- 
nately on large clods is a sure way to 
crop failure. Another relevant detail 
is the coarser the sawdust granules, 
the better the results. A fine powdery 
sawdust cakes and blankets the soil, 
shutting out air and blocking venti- 
lation. 

Once these were learned, progress 
was sure and satisfactory. The little 
experimental plot enlarged until it 
took in almost the whole farm. And, 
for the past few years, no plow or har- 
row or cultivator has disturbed the 
soil, except for levelling and dragging 
roots out of newly cleared land. He 
also uses manual rather than mechan- 
ical means to spread his sawdust 
mulch, averaging 35-40 cubic yards of 
sawdust to the acre annually. As the 
wheels of a heavy spreader would im- 
pact the soil, the mulch is distributed 
from an aluminum box secured to a 
rubber-tired wheelbarrow. Installa- 
tion of a blower system using flexible 
tubing, similar to that used for com- 
mercial delivery of bulk sawdust to 
city fuel bins, is under consideration. 

This prosperous berry farmer makes 
no claim that sawdust mulching is a 
universal panacea for agriculture. “I 
think you realize,” he told me, “that 
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the crops we grow, such as straw- 
berries, raspberries, currants, rhubarb 
and other small fruits are perhaps 
better suited to our method of culture 
than some crops might be. We think, 
but haven’t quite proven, that Euro- 
pean grapes (Viniferae) are better 
grown without sawdust, yet American 
grapes of the Concord type thrive on 
it. Again, sweet or field corn, partic- 
ularly in the early stages of growth, 
appear to get on better without it. 
Perhaps that is because the damp saw- 
dust keeps the ground cold, and de- 
lays maturity.” 

He went on “Actually, we cash in 
on this by growing late varieties of 
fruit in heavy sawdust mulch, getting 
good returns on out-of-season crops. 

Finally, I brought up the subject of 
fertilizing. “We start our rotation 
with soil well built up and manured.” 
Stephens explained. “If more fertilizer 
is needed, it is applied on top of saw- 
dust which is usually half decom- 
posed; if we think it necessary we 
sometimes apply a light covering of 
sawdust on top of the manure. For 
fertilizing we use a great deal of sea- 
weed—thirty tons to the acre—and find 
it very satisfactory.” 

Sawdust Mulch in the Home Garden 

To balance Rupert Stephens’ ex- 
perience as a commercial grower, I 
contacted William Newman, a home- 
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use gardener whose success with saw- 
dust mulching received some publicity 
in the local newspaper, the “Cowich- 
an Leader” of Duncan B. C. As a re- 
sult, Newman’s colorful garden has 
been flooded with hundreds of vis- 
itors, including a Cabinet Minister, 
government horticulturists, commer- 
cial florists and seed-growers, and 
tourists. 

With four years of sawdust culture 
behind him, Newman is one hundred 
per cent sold on the method. At this 
year’s Cowichan Agricultural and In- 
dustrial Exhibition his zinnias and 
asters won six first prizes, the asters 
also carrying off the award for the best 
flower in the show. His vegetables are 
prolific to the point of embarrassment. 
Onions weighing over two pounds 
apiece are common; carrots range up 
to nearly a foot long and two inches 
at the crown; dwarf Laxton’s Progress 
peas shoot up like Tall Telephones, 
and even more surprising bear a sec- 
ond crop from new shoots after the 
old foliage has died down. 

Outsize fruit and vegetables fre- 
quently lack flavor, but not so these. 
They are sweet and tasty. Green vege- 
tables such as lettuce, cabbage and 
peas, which normally grow bitter and 
coarse with age, retain the delicacy of 
the young plants when grown with 
sawdust mulch. 

His technique is to spread a half 
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Beaver Engraving Co. 
Clean cultivation vs. sawdust mulching—yields are heavier. 


inch layer of wet sawdust over the 
seeds, wait until the shoots appear 
above this surface, and then gradual- 
ly build up to desired depth which he 
considers to be from four to six inches. 
While Stephens considers that sawdust 
tends to retard plant growth, New- 
man claims that his crops have an 
edge of three weeks to a month over 
those grown by the orthodox meth- 
od. 


Compost in Mulch Gardening 

Newman is an organic gardener 
and his compost pile gets priority 
over all other garden duties; compost 
shares the credit with sawdust for the 
lush crops produced. In the fall a 
layer of compost is spread over any 
soil considered to be depleted, saw- 
dust to a depth of six inches is built 
up on top, and it is left thus through- 
out the winter. In the spring plant- 
ing of potatoes and onions an addi- 
tional dressing of compost is applied 
before they are covered with sawdust. 

Sawdust gardening is simple, and its 
success is proven, but it is a precision 
technique demanding observance of 
a few straightforward rules. To ignore 
them is to court failure. At the same 
time the process is so new that there 
is need for further experimentation, 
and there is no doubt but that addi- 
tional uses and methods will be 
evolved. 
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“Faribo” Midget Sweet Corn 


NEW MIGET VEGETABLES 


FOR 


VER in Faribault, Minnesota, are 

the vegetable breeding grounds 
from which come some of the best 
known hybrid vegetables, and the 
new strains of Midget Vegetables that 
you will be hearing about. These 
breeding projects are being carried 
out by the plant breeders of the 
Farmer Seed & Nursery Company 
under the supervision of and coopera- 
tion with the Division of Horticulture 
of the University of Minnesota. 


Outstanding New Midgets 
Midget vegetables are just making 
their appearance and are becoming 
extremely popular. One, the Midget 
Watermelon, was selected as an All- 
Another 


America winner for 1951. 
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famous Midget is the Minnesota 
Midget Muskmelon which has a fruit 
of just the right size for individual 
servings. The fruits are produced on 
three foot vines and reach maturity 
in about 50 days. 

A real novelty among the Midgets 
is the Tiny Tim Tomato. It’s easy to 
grow and bears cherry-like fruits. It 
may even be grown indoors as a 
house plant. 

The most popular Midget yet de- 
veloped is Faribo Golden Midget 
Sweet Corn. This midget, introduced 
several years ago is gaining in popu- 
larity each year. It is perhaps the 
earliest sweet corn, and its 4-inch ears 
high in sugar content are ideal for 
freezing. 
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Learn how to 


BUILD A GARDEN IN THE DESERT 


By MARIAN C. MILLIGAN 


F YOU live on the Mojave desert or 

other California barrens, you too 
may have a garden as luscious as, if 
more limited than, those found in the 
coastal valleys. You can grow more 
than cactus, yuccas and horned toads. 
But you will have to work harder for 
results, be a more considerate foster 
parent to roses, chrysanthemums, iris, 
than are flower-raisers in more propi- 
tious areas. 

There are a number of flowers and 
shrubs which will thrive in the arid 
areas. Some caution is necessary in the 
growth, such as sufficient water, pro- 
tection from wind and soil-building. 
Windbreaks against the west winds 
that sear with heat in summer and cut 
with cold blasts in winter are neces- 
sary in the Mojave. With proper prep- 
aration almost any plant will grow 
here, except purely shade and mois- 
ture lovers like begonias. 


Windbreak 

First, let us consider location. A 
windbreak of some sort is a must. This 
can be a hedge, fence or building. We 
have found a fence to be the best, 
since many hedge plants sap the food 
and moisture from the soil for many 
feet. Caution must be used in planting 
next to a building because of reflected 
heat and sun. We prefer a picket 
fence about four feet high, which pro- 
tects from the sun and offers afternoon 
shade if placed on the west side of the 
plants. “Utility” fence, which is now 
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being sold at most lumber companies, 
proves very satisfactory and inexpen- 
sive. Redwood grape stakes are useful 
and artistic. 


Water 


Water, of course, is the most essen- 
tial element of growth. Since most des- 
ert localities must conserve water, con- 
sider making your garden where it can 
be irrigated with water from your 
sink, swimming tank or reservoir. 
Even water which contains a little 
soap will not greatly injure trees and 
plants if run through sand and gravel 
first to purify it. If you have a proper- 
ly constructed septic tank, the drain 
tile can be run through your garden at 
a depth of about 18 inches and thus 
furnish subirrigation for a number of 
plants. 


Building Soil 

Since sand predominates in desert 
soil, it will be necessary to build the 
topsoil with rock powders and com- 
post. Sand offers good drainage, but 
is lacking in nourishment and must be 
kept supplied with applications of 
food. Seed and nursery companies 
sell bacterial activators which speed 
up decay of vegetation and make use 
of every bit of waste vegetable matter. 
Choose a protected spot near the gar- 
den and water supply, and start at 
once to build a compost pile. Use 
fertilizer made from residues in 
chicken pens, cow lots, rabbit hutches 
or corrals, making alternate layers of 
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manure, vegetation and soil. Each 
time vegetation is added, cover the top 
with a layer of sand to keep down 
odor and flies. Let nothing go to 
waste, leaves of vegetables, parings, 
grass clippings, any vegetation. Waste 
alfalfa from the bottom of the stack is 
good, and so are all tree leaves if you 
are fortunate enough to have trees on 
your desert place. 


What to Plant 

Curb your enthusiasm for too many 
varieties, until you experiment to find 
out which ones do best for you. We 
prefer one kind of flower to each bed, 
such as a rose garden, a daisy garden, 
iris garden, etc. Each one has its own 
particular treatment and method of 
irrigation. What would be sufficient 
water for one kind, would be too much 
for another, or not enough. When 
beds are to be remade, one-flower sec- 
tions make it unnecessary to disturb 
flowers that will be blooming soon. 
Roses in particular do not like to 
have their roots disturbed once they 
become established, while iris have to 
be moved at least every third year. 


Irrigation 

Make your beds low so they can be 
irrigated by a slow stream in’ prefer- 
ence to sprinkling. Mere surface 
sprinkling does more harm than good 
in a hot climate. If you must sprinkle, 
do it late at night so the plants can 
use the water before the hot daytime 
comes again. We found by tying a 
sugar sack over the end of the hose 
and letting the water trickle slowly 
through this to be a good method of 
irrigation. 


Time to Plant 

The best time for preparing and 
planting the garden is early October. 
Seeds of pansies, stocks, snaps, daisies 
and carnations may be planted at that 
time. Even though your part of the 
desert may freeze, these plants will 
survive if kept well watered so that a 
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Ewing "Galloway 
Try more than the century plant in 
desert soils. 


good growth is started before the bad 
weather. They will bloom early 
enough in the spring to beat the hot 
weather. 

Plants which have been started in 
frames may be put out-of-doors in 
February. 
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Flower clusters on leafless stems. 


SPOTLIGHT ON THE AMARYLLIS 


Amaryllis are 


By LOUIS DODGE 


T IS a common occurrence with 
many to fail with Amaryllis after 

the first or second year; to have no 
blooms or see the bulb gradually die. 
Disappointing, to say the least, such 
lack of success tends to discourage the 
purchase of or further use for Amaryl- 
lis, one of the simplest of plants to 
grow for indoor beauty. 

It is apparent that the reason for 
failure lies in the care given the bulbs, 
not so much in the potting as in the 
watering in the beginning, and sub- 
sequent care after blooming. Bloom- 
ing the first season was proof that the 
bulb was of mature blooming size and 
had formed bloom buds previously in 
its growth. 

To water a bulb too much after the 
growth starts (thinking it needs it 
then) may cause it to rot, because 
there will be no assimilation of the 


easy to grow. 


moisture. Amaryllis should be kept 
fairly dry after an initial watering to 
settle tke soil around the bottom of 
the bulb, if a new dormant one has 
just been potted, until signs of life 
show. It should be watered sparingly; 
a syringing of the bulb itself helps, 
until you are sure there are roots 
growing. Once the leaf tip grows up 
from the center of the neck of the 
bulb, after the bloom stem has clear- 
ed the scales and is reaching up, you 
may be quite certain that roots are 
feeding the bulb. Then it is time to 
apply more water to the soil regular- 
ly, keeping it moist but not soggy wet. 

However, to start the foliage into 
full growth before the bloom and bud 
appear might be to cause the bud 
to rot or abort and there would be 
a healthy set of leaves growing up 
with no evidence of a bloom coming. 
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Why should this be? The “trick” is 
in simply not watering the bulb until 
the bloom bud shows, generally re- 
gardless of how promising the foliage 
looks. 


Grow your bulbs in a mixture of 
three parts rich loam, one part well- 
rotted leafmold, with some sand and 
bonemeal and another part of thor- 
oughly rotted cow manure. Set the 
bulb one-third in the soil. Water 
carefully, individually and, as the 
bloom bud clears the neck of the 
bulb, use liquid manure once a week 
or every ten days, depending upon 
the growing conditions, until the 
color begins to show in the blossom 
buds through the sheath. Full sun- 
light is best for sturdiness, and a 
temperature between 55 and 60 grows 
them well. It is best to tie the bloom 
stem loosely to a stake to prevent its 
being broken. 


After blooming, in February, March 
or April—the blooms can be cut and 
used for cut flowers—the plant is given 
less water and kept some cooler for a 
while. As weather becomes warmer 
the feeding of liquid manure is started 
again. As space and light permit the 
pots can be placed in April or May 
in a cold frame or somewhat shelter- 
ed place, to prepare them gradually 
for planting outside in the garden. 
Eventually the pots are plunged into 
the soil in the garden to be kept grow- 
ing. 

In the fall, as the foliage matures, 
water should be gradually withheld 


. and the bulbs lifted in cool weather 


before frost and placed-in boxes of 
soil to “ripen,” until around the first 
of the year. (In the method mention- 
ed previously, the pots were lifted and 
stored without disturbing the roots.) 
A temperature of 40 degrees is cool 
enough. Around Christmas, the bulbs 
should be checked for bloom buds 
showing, or possible injury, and all 
old foliage and loose dried scales 
cleaned off. As each is removed from 
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the soil, the base and the roots should 
be checked to make sure they are 
dried and crumpled in the soil. These 
must be cleaned away, care being 
taken to protect the growing tips of 
new roots starting out from the base 
of the scales. 

Amaryllis can be easily grown from 
seed and will bloom at eighteen 
months old, if grown correctly. Ferti- 
lization is easily done, the pollen from 
one bloom being placed upon the 
pistil of another when it is ready to 
receive it. At that time the pistil is 
somewhat separated into three seg- 
ments and becomes quite moist and 
sticky. 

I usually cut the bloom petals back 
nearly to the neck of the flower after 
pollenizing it, to show definitely that 
it has been fertilized. There is no fur- 
ther use for the bloom as it would still 
take some of the energy from the bulb 
that should now help form healthy 
seed. 

The seed is gathered when the pod 
has turned brown and the three sec- 
tions about to open, and sown in a 
mixture of leafmold and sand, and 


covered very lightly. They should 
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be kept moist and warm. After two 
small leaves have formed, the tiny 
plants and bulblets are potted into 
small containers and kept growing in 
a healthy state, gradually increasing 
the richness of the soil to that used 
for mature bulbs, usually needing no 
larger size pot than a four inch, be- 
fore blooming. There are differences, 
however, individualistic traits some- 
times showing up in a bulb larger 
than usual, as well as others being 
long delayed both in size and bloom. 

Amaryllis can be grown success- 
fully and are worth the simple care 
they require. They offer a beauty a 
little different, either as a cut-flower 
or potted plant, and an opportunity 
for initiative in the art of breeding 
your own seedlings. Their color 
range, size, shape and bloom sub- 


Amaryllis bulb showing proper depth 
of planting. 


stance all offer mixed variation for 
your experimentation. 


The Soil and Health Foundation 


The membership in the Som anv HEALTH FounpaTIoN is made up 
of approximately 1200 contributors, many of whom contribute regularly 
so that the aims and purposes of the Foundation may be carried out. 
These are (1) to promote, foster and encourage the use of humus and 
other organic matter in order to maintain and improve soil fertility, 
to prevent soil erosion, and to improve the health of man; (2) to con- 
duct, engage in, foster and encourage scientific research and study and 
teaching, informing and educating the public in the soils, foods and 
health—and their interrelationships; (3) to study the effects of organic 
and artificial fertilizers on soil, plants, animals and man; etc. 

At the present time a series of especially constructed fertilizer plots 
are being established to carry out purpose 3 above. These are permanent 
plots and will be continued over a long period of time. The Foundation 
is also making cooperative arrangements with Colleges and Agricultural 
Experiment Stations for investigating such fundamental problems as the 
agricultural value of natural potash-bearing rocks and minerals. 

The ever increasing losses from our croplands of soil and nutrients 
which are being expressed in plants and animals including man as de- 
ficiency diseases make it urgent that the program of this Foundation 
be advanced as rapidly as possible. Contributions to non-profit organiz- 
ations may be deducted on income tax returns. Send inquiries, helpful 
suggestions, and contributions to the Secretary. 

SOIL ann HEALTH FOUNDATION 
Emmaus, Pennsylvania 
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By RUTH RODALE 


A MYSTERY, that’s what the earth- 

worm is to soil scientists. In 
February of 1950, they believed that 
they knew his story from beginning to 
end. The earthworm is a burrowing 
animal that lives on a diet of organic 
matter and builds tunnels up and 
down through the soil in his spare 
time. He leaves rich casts on top of 
the soil which could possibly be of 
some value. In a vague and rather sec- 
ondary way, he seems to perk up the 
general health of the soil. The advance 
guard of agronomists might admit that 
yields of crops are especially high in 
soils heavily infested with earthworms. 
Here the tale is finished. But by 
March, 1950, a completely new 
thought about earthworms was circu- 
lated by one Gordon M. Day (Soil 
Science, 69, No. 3). His results will 
probably cause the agriculturists to 
look upon the earthworm with in- 
creased respect, even reverence. For 
the lowly worm may be a policeman 
in the continual race for survival 
among soil bacteria. 

The amazing experiment proved 
that bacteria called Serratia marces- 
cens were destroyed in the digestive 
tract of the earthworms. Not a live 
cell of this bacteria was found in the 
worm casts. Although Serratia marces- 
cens is not a disease bacteria, there are 
deadly forms in the same family that 
might also be killed. On the other 
hand, bacteria which help break down 
organic matter or fix nitrogen from 
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the air may behave in the same way. 
But we have a right to be encouraged 
that a soil with vlenty of organic mat- 
ter produces less diseased crops be- 
cause of earthworms, living in such 
soil by the thousands and millions, 
may be doing away with some of the 
disease bacteria. Not even Organicul- 
turists dared before to hope or to sus- 
pect what might be the greatest value 
of earthworms. 

No other person, as far as we know, 
has mentioned whether earthworms 
might be able to destroy bacteria, let 
alone suggest it. Mr. Day has pulled 
a rabbit out of a hat, a much-needed 
rabbit. We are hoping that he will try 
feeding other kinds of bacteria to 
earthworms, ones that lead farmers to 
use 15 to 20 applications of poison 
spray per growing season. He could 
become one of the ever-growing group 
of agronomists who are bringing the 
Organic Method to government Ex- 
periment Stations. 

We are delighted to see another 
scientist take up the cause of the 
earthworm. Henry Hopp, formerly 
connected with the Soil Conservation 
Service, has done much to hammer 
home its usefulness. One of his last 
experiments proyed that every earth- 
worm gives off a substance that is 
highly nutritious for crops. Now, a 
prominent soil scientist shows that 
the earthworm has a disinfecting 
power also. 
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N ORDER to spread the organicultural 

movement, ORGANIC GARDENING 
offers up to $12,500 in CASH PRIZES to 
help increase its subscription lists. Our 
goal is 25,000 new subscribers, and the 
exact amount of the prizes will be based 
directly on how close we come to reaching 
the goal. 

To qualify for a prize you need do 
only two things: 

1. Send in at least one new ORGANIC 
GARDENING subscription for one year, 
accompanied by payment at the regular 
rate of $3.00 each. 

2. Write a letter in 400 words or less 
in answer to the question: “What course 
should the organicultural movement fol- 
low in order to spread the organic method 
most effectively?” 

How you write your letter is immaterial. 
You may use pencil or ink or typewriter, 
and literary style is of secondary impor- 
tance. As far as the letter is concerned, 
it is only your ideas in which we will be 
interested! J. I. Rodale, Editor and Pub- 
lisher of ORGANIC GARDENING, will 
be the sole and final judge of all entries. 

This is the basis on which we have 
determined the number and value of the 
prizes: 

We shall take the total number of new 
subscriptions obtained through this con- 
test, divide it by two, and award prizes 
totaling this figure. If only 500 new sub- 
scriptions are obtained, there will be 28 
prizes totaling $250. If we get 10,000 new 
subscribers, the cash distributed to the 
336 winners will be $5,000. If 25,000, 
then the 456 winners will collect $12,500. 
And this amount—$12,500—is the maxi- 
mum. Regardless of how few or how 
many new subscriptions result from the 
contest, we shall adhere to these propor- 
tions in determining the number of win- 
ners and the amounts of the cash prizes. 

To encourage each contestant to obtain 
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Offers up to 
TABLE 


Total 

Subscription: 25,000 | 22.500 20,001) 500 

Ist Prize $2,000 $1.750 $1.500},250 

2nd Prize $1,000 $875 $7506625 

3rd Prize $500 $450 $3796325 


25 @ $50/23 @ $50 $50 


100 @ $10}90 @ $10/90@ $10 


Runners-Up 


100 @ $5 |100 @ $5|95 @ $5 
$2.750 | $2.550 | $2,379,175. 
TOTAL $6.250 | $5.625 | $5,008.375 
No. of Prizes} 228 216 208 |196 


One complete set of prizes, as shown above, is tofen for 
of the letter, and a duplicate set for those whg sent 


more than one new subscriber, half offounc 
the prize money will be used to rewardtions 
those who obtain the most subscriptions. woul 
It will thus be possible for each contestant woul 
to win prizes in two categories—one forhave 
excellence of the written material sub-§500, 
mitted and another for the number of/]65 a 
new subscriptions obtained. The greatest be el 
possible total distributed in each categoryyour 
will be $6,250, or a total of $12,500, di-feast 


vided among 456 winners. | Th 
idere 
Distribution of Prizes amou 


For a complete list of awards, refer tothe n 
the Table of Prizes, and remember that/btai 
the amounts in the table are only one-halfjthe 
of the total to be distributed, because woul 
there will be an equal amount of prizesthigh 
given both for the letter and for those(§125: 
who secure the most new subscribers. ext 

Now here is how the prize distributionjof $: 
works: ory. 

Suppose, after the contest is over, it is|by I 
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500 15,000 | 12,500 | 10,000 | 7,500 | 5,000] 2.500] 2,000 | 1,000 
509,250 | $1,000 | $750 | $500 | $250 | $200 | $100 $75 $50 
57506625 $500 $375 $250 $125 $100 $50 $40 $25 
53798325 $250 | $200 | $125 $75 $50 $30 $25 $15 
$50 115 @ $50|13 @$50|10@ $50] 8@$50| 4@$25| 1@$25]16 $10] $10 
$10 |80 @ $10/70 @ $10|70 @ $10|60 @ $10|50 @ $10|20@ $10|40@$5 116 @$5 
a $505 190 @ $5 90@$5 |85@$5 |85@$5 |60@$5 |44@S5]} — — 
379.175 | $2,000 | $1,800 | $1.625 | $1.425 | $900] $445| $360| $160 
008.375 | $3.750 | $3.125 | $2,500 | $1,875 | $1,250] $625] $500] $250 
208 1196 188 176 168 156 117 68 59 27 


- offound that a total of 10,000 new subscrip- 
ardtions were obtained. Total prize money 
ons. would be $5,000. Of this amount, $2,500 
ant would be distributed to contestants who 
forhave written the best letters: First prize 
ub-$500, second $250, and third $125, and 
of 165 additional prizes totaling $1,625. (To 
test be eligible to enter, as mentioned above, 
oryyour letter must be accompanied by at 
di-Jeast one new paid subscription.) 
| Then all contestants will be again con- 
es independently and the same 
mount ofprizes will be given, based on 
- tothe number of new subscriptions they have 
hatbtained: The contestant credited with 
valfthe greatest number of subscriptions 
use'would win $500; the one with the second 
izesthighest score, $250; and the third highest, 
ose$125; with prizes totaling $1,625 to the 
ext 165 on the list, thus making a total 
ion of $2,500 to be distributed in this cate- 
ory. (Ties in this section will be settled 
t islby placing the tied contestants in the 
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order in which their entries were mailed.) 

Take a concrete example: Suppose “X” 
has brought in 85 new subscriptions, and 
has written a good letter which rates him 
second in degree of excellence. In order 
of the number of new subscriptions 
secured he is, say, third from the top. As 
we still are assuming that 10,000 new 
subscribers have been obtained (see 
table), “X” receives $250 for his letter 
and $125 for securing new subscriptions, 
a total of $375. 

It is possible to win large amounts in 
each category if you work hard enough. 
But even if you obtain only one subscrip- 
tion, your letter may win you a substan- 
tial ‘prize! 

A total of 456 prizes will be given if 
our goal of 25,000 new subscriptions is 
attained. Even if you do not need the 
money, and even if you should not win 
a prize, entering the contest will give 


(Continued on page 69) 
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012,500 in CASH PRIZES |; 
PRIZES FOR CONTEST 


By J. I. RODALE 


Boy Scout Straw ; 
N THE December, 1950 issue of 
Organic Gardening I wrote the 
following item in this department: 

“In a boy scout jamboree recently 
held at Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 
where 47,000 scouts took part and 
President Truman addressed them, 
they encamped for about ten days. 
Each boy brought a sack which the 
jamboree organization filled with 
straw which was used as a bed. At 
the end of the camp period each boy 
brought his sack to a certain place 
and the straw was ejected so that he 
could take his sack back home clean. 
I wonder what happened to the 
47,000 sack-fulls of straw?” 

What has happened is a publisher’s 
dream. A man who had something 
to do with the straw wrote me about 
his experience with it. Here is his 
letter: 

Yerkes, Penna. 
December 22, 1950 


Dear Mr. Rodale: 


In the December issue of Organic 
Gardening you wondered what hap- 
pened to the 47,000 sacks of straw. I 
can tell you what happened to some 
of it. The plant where I work was on 
strike and a friend of mine works for 
the man that bought the showers that 
the Boy, Scouts used there, and I 
worked for him tearing these down. 
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Close to the showers were the large 
piles of straw. I asked my boss what 
they were going to do with it. He 
asked and found that they were try- 
ing to get a farmer to haul it away 
but could find no one interested. 

I asked him to get permission to 
take some of it and it was granted. 
I hauled three small two-wheeled 
trailer loads home and then I was 
told that a mushroom manure com- 
pany was going to get the rest so I 
stopped hauling, until last week when 
I saw them burning the straw. I then 
asked the man if I could continue to 
haul more of the straw and he said 
that I could take all that I wanted 
but that the time was getting close 
when everything had to be cleaned 
out and I was able to get only two 
more loads. It was just the thing to 
keep the weeds down in the corn 
and hold the moisture. I know it will 
make a big difference next year in 
the garden. I cannot tell what per- 
centage of the straw was burned byt 
I hauled all that I was able to. H 
ing this answers your question, I re- 
main, 

Yours truly, 
Robert Landes 


This certainly does answer my 
question, Mr. Landes, and I am sure 
that all of the readers of Organic 
Gardening thank you for having 
taken the trouble to write in about 
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it. This is an illustration of the perni- 
cious effect of the teachings of the 
agricultural colleges. They say that 
there is not enough organic matter 
to go around so they do not seem to 
concern themselves with the amount 
of such material that is available. 
The farmer is therefore like a baby 
when he is presented with some free 
straw. All he would have to do is to 
shred it with an ensilage cutter and 
broadcast it in some field and it will 
decay there in no time at all. If he 
has no shredder he could use it as 
a mulch in the family vegetable gar- 
den, or put it as a mulch under fruit 
trees. 

This spring two farmers called me 
up asking if we would come and pick 
up some spoiled baled hay. One of- 
fered a hundred bales and the other 
fifty. We obtained them merely for 
the hauling. It is a poor commentary 
on the way our farmers are being 
taught when they sinfully throw away 
organic matter. 


Movies and Chemical Fertilizers 


What is the connection between 
these two? Let us see. Moving picture 
attendance is declining alarmingly be- 
cause of the effect of television. Some 
houses are complaining of 35 to 40 
per cent reductions. At the rate that 
more television sets are being in- 
stalled it looks as if the situation will 
become much worse for the theatres 
as time goes on. This shows the ef- 
fect of one industry upon another. 
It reminds me of what could eventu- 
ally happen in the controversy be- 
tween the organic and the chemical 
fertilizer school of ‘thought. Right 
now our work in propagating and 
disseminating information on the ad- 
vantages of the organic method has 
had comparatively little influence on 
the sale of chemical fertilizers. In 
fact over the last few years such ferti- 
lizer tonnage consumption has in- 
creased. It is possible that the rate of 
increase could have been more if 
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WOOD VENEER $ 


PLANT BANDS 


If you start your seeds, 
seedlings, cuttings, etc. 
in Plant Bands, you can 
have better plants with 
sturdier root systems; 


300 


earlier results; no wilt; 
no setback when trans- 
planted outdoors. Millions 
used by ot 


300 PLANT 
BANDS $2.75 


or y* for $1.35 


Ohio ‘or ‘South 
Ohio or 
25¢ ‘cos of 1,000 


by ess, not poceeks. only 48. 

Be SU E to use Plant Bands or Ferto- 

Pots for better results. 

CLARENCE B. FARGO 
FRENCHTOWN, WN. J. 


RICH ORGANIC FERTILIZER 


—at low cost! 


Make it yourself, easily, QUICKLY, from leaves, 
garbage (no odor!) vegetable and animal waste—even 
sawdust and soot! Just pile up, spread on soil, or 
put in Composter Cabinet—and treat with ActivO.... 
organic, bacterial discovery. A GARBAGE COMPOST 
STARTED NOW WILL BE READY FOR USE AT 
PLANTING, 

Low cost....No. 25 size, treats @ tons at only 
$6.99, with FREE backyard Composter Cabinet plans. 
Postpaid $2 trial size activates 1350-1800 lbs. waste. 
Send for free details on this and OTHER 
GARDENING USES for ActivO. Order from 
seed and nursery catalog or dealer. Don’t ac- 
cept substitutes. If dealer doesn’t have it 
tush order to 


"BENSON AGRI. 
SERVICE, 
Bridgeton 24, 
Indiana 


MARTIN’S GRANITE DUST 
A Natural Ground Rock 


This native potash rock sup- 
plies 16 trace elements plus 
a sufficient amount of potash 
for abundant plant growth. 
You'll be amazed at the re- 


NATURAL 
PULVERIZED 


sults when you reminerslize 
your soil with Martin's gran- 
ite dust. The slow release of 
nutrients makes a single ap- 


Recent experiments at the Connecticut Agricultural Ex: 
periment ment Station chow the ready availability of granite 
dust. Write fer information te: 


BALLY SPECIALTY PRODUCTS, Bally 1, Pa. 
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ACTIV, 
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4 plication last for years—yet 
ooraan it insures « sufficient supply 
of natural minerals fer your 
crops. Apply at the rate of 
4 to 14 tons per acre. 


GLAUCONITE 
POTASH MINERAL 


A Natural Product in a Natural State 


GLAUCONITE POTASH MINERAL is a 
safe source of Potash plus many valuable 
trace elements. An age old 

mineral deposit, it rounds 
up and holds in stor- 
age WATER which it 

feeds to plants tL 
as needed. Stim- 

ulates benefi- 

cial soil organ- 

isms. INSOLUBLE IN 
DISTILLED WATER 
YET ABSORBABLE BY 
PLANTS. 

Value proved over 100 
years of use as set 
forth in gov't bulletins. 
For informatiion, write: 


Greensand 
Mail 


National Soil Conservation, Inc. 
Dept. OG-3, 90 West St., New York 6, N.Y. 


Consisting of dried, 


al composted 


2 tb. bag 
Organic Plant 105 tb. F.0.B. plant— 


$4.85 
1 Ton F.0.B. plant— 
Food - 
SOILBUILDERS, Inc. 


$53.00 
30 Ton Car F.O.B. 
plant—$4. 
Box 176 So. St. Paul, Minnesota 


> 
from dealer or Mich 


Organic Gardening and The Organic 
Farmer were not continually preach- 
ing against their dangers. But the 
time may come some day when the 
organic method will take hold on the 
public because of something that 
might happen. The American public 
is peculiar that way. Then the rush 
away from chemicals will be some- 
thing like the attendance at movie 
theatres. Then many of the chemical 
fertilizer manufacturers may _ kick 
themselves because they did not go 
into the manufacture of organic ferti- 
lizers in the early days so that by that 
time they would be strongly in- 
trenched and have plenty of custo- 
mers. 

The situation is not exactly the 
same as the controversy between the 
stage-coach and the railroad, but in 
those days there were many stage- 
coach companies that felt that the 
railroad idea was impractical and 
would never take hold extensively. 
But it eventually did although it took 
a long time. Customs and industry 
seem to want to change. 


Manure at Gimbel’s 


In an editorial recently in Adver- 
tising Age a shot was taken against a 
Gimbel’s Department Store advertise- 
ment which featured the sale of cow 
manure as a fertilizer. Their false 
sense of delicacy made them feel that 
cow manure was not quite the right 
thing for a big city department store 
to handle. But George J. Auer, vice- 
president of Moloney, Regan and 
Schmitt who are newspaper and gen- 


RUSSELL GARDENS 


DAYLILIES 


SEND FOR AMERICA'S LARGEST ALL COLOR CATALOGUE. 
It's Yours—lIt's Free—From America's Largest Grower (30 Acres} 


- Spring 10, Texas 
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Use genuine BACTI-VATED 
NATURE'S FINEST SOIL BUILDER 
for successful gardening. Enriches, vitalizes improves your 
sotl. Best for lawns, roses, ataleas, flowers, vegetables 
Why take less when MICHIGAN PEAT is best? Free book 
Ib. bag’ ‘live action’ MICHIGAN PEAT 
gon Peat, Inc., 267 Fifth Ave... N.Y.16 
= 


eral advertising representatives with 
offices in seven cities including New 
York, took issue with the editor of 
Advertising Age and kindly sent me 
a copy of his letter to them. Here it 
is: 


December 13, 1950 


Mr. S. R. Bernstein, Editor 
Advertising Age 

200 E. Illinois Street 
Chicago 11, Illinois 


Dear Mr. Bernstein: 

It was with considerable interest 
I read your recent editorial captioned, 
“Fun is Fun, and All That...” 

Frankly, I am amazed at your edi- 
torial wisdom which “wonders 
whether this bit of cowplay is the 
sort of thing,” etc. 

It is abundantly evident you and 
your associates are not suburban gar- 
deners or even small-time farmers. 

For the past five consecutive years, 
I have told my family, really in all 
seriousness, the best Christmas present 
they could give me would be one ton 
of good cow manure. 

Being as I am an organic gardener 

. and brother Bernstein . . . please 
let me tell you . . . we Auers garden 
with extraordinarily fine results. 

You must realize most big farms 
contiguous to metropolitan centers 
like New York nowadays use modern 
tractors. The one element of inven- 
tiveness lacking in this modernity is 
that no one has yet developed a trac- 
tor that will produce manure. 

Hence, it is an ever so scarce and 
valuable article. After much pleading 
I managed upon an early occasion to 
get but a single ton from some outfit 
in the far reaches of Brooklyn. Much 
to my anguish over three-quarters of 
the product delivered was nothing 
more than sawdust. 

Just prior to the pretty and shiny 
page cow advertisement of Gimbel’s, 
I managed, through the sheerest 
break of good luck, to be able to 
purchase five tons. The cost of this 
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@ HOLDS MOISTURE 
@ SMOTHERS WEEDS 


@ ELIMINATES NEED 
for CULTIVATION 


Whether it RAINS or SHINES your garden 
will always benefit with MUL-Tex, the 
non-absorptive buckwheat hull mulch. 
Ideal on flower beds, gardens, roses, etc. 
Dark brown color gives rich background. 
200 Ibs. (covers 260 sq. ft. 1 in. deep) 
$5.00; 500 tbs.—310.50; 1000 Ibs.— 


$19.00; 1 ton—$35.00, F.0.B. Cohocton. 
Order from ad or send for FREE Descrip- 
tive folder. 


LARROWE MILLS Inc. 


Box 13 


bee 


COHOCTON, New York 


Do you know 
how to put 


Dynamic 


Grow - Power 
into your soil? 


ay! 
Act is an 
ew black humus fo 
with minerals and billions of § 
Nature’s own 


Just i, *- "to soil, mulch, fertilizer, § 
or top nditions, activates ands 
sweetens it. Plants grow greener, stronger. 
Vegetables and fruit taste better; flowers» 
are prettier; ealthier, ‘tougher. 
Helps any soil....Use any time of years 
-Use NOW. d today for frees 
literature and generous suppl; ActivO, § 
ad postpaid: $2 size ene 1200-2400 Ibs. s 
wake soil or dressing; $6.99 size, 5,000-10, 000 § 
5-3) Ibs. Rush order today. 


ActivO-Central, Bridgeton 24, Ind. = 


FOR RESULTS PLUS 


USE ACTUMUS 


ENJOY your Garden. ACTUMUS makes It possible. 
Easy te apply = or liquid. Avoids backbreaking 
chores. Be sure start your seeds with it. GET 
Mix ACTUMUS NOW in seed beds, 


1 th, $4.25; 5 $17.80 pestpald. (1 Ib. up to 
1500 gallons) AT YOUR on 


ORGANIC SUPPLIES, P.O.B. 820, Pittsfield, Mass. 
PETER HENDERSON & Co., 35 Cortiandt St., N.Y. 


Dealers and jobbers enquiries te: 


FOREIGN PRODUCTS CORP., 1270 Bdway, N. Y. 1 
or cond for trial packet 25¢ 
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DRIED SEAWEED 


FROM THE COAST OF MAINE 


Seaweed has been widely recommended by the 
editors of Organic Gardening Magazine as a 
means of supplying trace minerals to soils de- 
ficient in one or more of these essential ele- 
ments. Laboratory tests show that our seaweed 
contains all the minerals and other elements re- 
quired by plants for health and vigor. 

More and more gardeners are repeating their 
orders for this product and are testifying to its 
effectiveness as a natural soil conditioner and 
plant food. Flowers, fruits and vegetables thrive 
on seaweed which may be used either as a 
mulch, in compost or mixed directly with the 
soil. Directions for use are contained in each bag. 


e 

10 Ib. bags for small scale users are shipped by 
prepaid parcel post. 

Within 1000 miles of Portland, Me..... $1.55 prepaid 
1000 to 1800 miles from Portland, Me..... 1.95 prepaid 
Over 1800 miles from Portland, Me..... 2.30 prepaid 
50 Ib. bags are shipped by railroad freight, eollect. 
(orders for one bag only) f.o.b. Yarmouth, Me...$3.00 
(orders per bag for more than 1) f.0.b. Me... 2.50 
f.o.b. Yarmouth, Me... 88.00 


= SEACOAST PRODUCTS CO. 


Yarmouth, Maine 
S Please send me ...... Ibs. of DRIED SEAWEED. 5 
5 My cheek (money order) for $........ is enclosed. = 
: 
CNAME 
s 


More important than ever: 


Binders 


for your valuable copies of 
Organic Gardening 


All the news, features, editorials, to 
which you look forward every month can 
be preserved in these handy, durable, at- 
tractive leatherette binders. A file of Or- 
ganic Gardening is a permanent encyclo- 
pedia of organiculture, health, and inspira- 
tion. 


Binders for 1951 Issues: $1.50. 
Binders for Organic Gardening 
Library Booklets: $1.50. 


Each binder holds 12 copies—easily in- 
serted and removed. Stamped in gold on 
front and backbone. Be sure to specify 
which binder you want! 

Postage Prepaid if Remittance Accompanies Order 


ORGANIC GARDENING, Box G3, Emmaus, Paj 


This Handy ty Qui + REFERENCE = contains 320 
pages includi — data on 
300 ts full of information 


3 
Ue GREENHOUSE 
_W.€. SHEWEL= COOPER NOTEL 
Nagement — inc! 


© EDUCA 
Ing | 


THE HORTICULTURAL BOOK SERVICE 


AVE CONCORD, CALIFORNIA 


per ton was considerably more than 
that charged by Gimbel’s 

You would really be surprised how 
many people there are who take their 
gardening or small-farming seriously 
and were conscientiously interested 
in the Gimbel’s advertisement. 

Roger Ferger, publisher of the Cin- 
cinnati Enquirer, saw the Gimbel ad 
whilst here in New York. He carried 
it back to Cincinnati . . . against the 
day and time he too might not be able 
to secure any locally and be in further 
need of this all-important product so 
essential in the development of “pay 
dirt.” 

Why be squeamish, Mr. Bernstein 

one fine day you, too, may 
awaken to the realization Gimbel’s 
through this particular, and to you, 
somewhat questionable newspaper ad, 
were doing a real service to a not 
inconsiderable portion of the resi- 
dents of the suburban communities 
contiguous to New York City. 

Due to the scarcities thereof and 
the high costs of labor, the product 
naturally is more than somewhat ex- 
pensive. 

I am reminded of a remark made 
not long ago by a friend: 


At my urging he too had bought a 
ton of this particular cow-product. 
When he received a bill of somewhat 
startling proportions, he remarked 

. “I wonder why a cow bothers to 
give milk?” 

So you see, your “stuffy outlook on 
advertising” really ought to broaden. 

Sincerely yours, 
George J. Auer 


DDT and Goldfish 

Here is an item from the December 
5, 1950 issue of the Columbus, Ohio 
Evening Dispatch entitled “City Pays 
for Dead Goldfish” which shows 
what a killer DDT can be: 

“A bill totaling $107.03 for 712 
gold fish was paid by City Council 
Monday night. 

“What can the city do with 712 
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goldfish? Nothing. Not with these, 
anyway. They're dead. Which is ex- 
actly the point 

“Hobart Trabert, 59 N. Princeton 
Ave., is an aquarium enthusiast. He 
had an open one in his backyard 
sporting 712 goldfish. 

“So, Trabert asked the city not to 
spray his alley with the DDT “fog” 
machine and the city said oh no, it 
wouldn't. But it did. And the goldfish 
died. 

“So Trabert asked $110.13 dam- 
ages. Dr. Ollie M. Goodloe, city health 
commissioner, agreed it was the DDT 
that killed the fish 

“The claim was referred to the city 
attorney’s office for investigation. 

“Trabert, investigators discovered, 
has purchased 700 small replacements 


Yor his aquarium for $70 and 12 large- 


sized goldfish at $6.50. Shipping 
charges, $30.53.” 

Without making any further com- 
ment on the above bit of news let me 
give you another one from the Cin- 
cinnati Post of December 13, 1950, en- 
titled “DDT Ban Asked”: 


“Washington, Dec. 13. (UP) — Dr. 
Morton S. Biskind of Westport, 
Conn., believes the United States 
should outlaw DDT, parathion and 
certain other chemical insecticides. 
He says, food sprayed with them has 
caused an increasing number of fatal 
heart attacks among young _per- 
sons.” 

We are living in a fool’s paradise 
when we permit the use of such dan- 
gerous insecticides, for not only do 
they seriously harm people but they 
are so expensive in the other damage 
that they inflict. I can answer the 
question in the first item which asks 
“What can the city do with 712 dead 
goldfish?” They will burn them in the 
city incinerator, of course. This is a 
far cry from Colonial days when the 
Indians used to put a fish with each 
plant of corn. I'll wager that the city 
park superintendent does not put 


AMAZING GRO-MULCH 


Enriched with Earthworm 
Castings Give Tropical 
Beauty To Your Plants 
Roses, azaleas, camellias, day lilies, an- 
nuals, African violets, potted plants, as 
well as vegetables, thrive astoundingly in 

Gro-Mulch. 

Gro-Mulch is a rich, material 
lowed in the aging dep of id from 
Spanish Moss ginning that has been going on 
in the South Louisiana bayou areas for the 
last 50 years. These old deposits literally team 
with billions of earthworms that are attracted 
by the tender moss particles. This earthworm 
infestation has converted the deposits into a 
superlatively rich, long lived soil conditioner. 

Gro-Mulch contains no added chemicals 
and will not burn plants under any circum- 
stances. It acts 3 ways—Conditions Soilt—Stimu- 
lates Growth—Mulches. A top dressing on an 
established plant or a few pounds under a 
newly set plant will insure vigorous growth 
and better flowers. It is especially fine for 
sickly plants that need a mellow material to 
bring them into good health. 

Buy CGro-Mulch in bags at your Dealers, 
or in convenient 2-Ib. boxes at your 5 & 10c 
store. If not available, order direct from us, 


10 Ib. Postpai 2.00 (West Coast $2.75) 
25 Ib. Postp 00 (West Coast $5.50) 
50 Ib. Freight Collect—$5.00 

80 Ib. -95; 3 at $6.00 ea.; 
10 at $5.35 ea.; 25 at $5.00 ea. 


SCHROEDER'S, INC. 
Box 8066, Chattanooga, Tennessee 


j MAKES ALL PLANTS 


@ PROMOTES 
MAZING GROWTH IN FLOWERS, LAWNS 
BUSHES, VEGETABLES, HOUSE PLANTS 
c) Moke this yeor'’s gorden your finest with 
BIO-GRO! You'll have sensational results, 
even in poorest soil. BIO-GRO is nutritionally 
complete; SAFE for oll plants. Easy to use— 
just add water. Econom- 
ical pint can makes 40 
gals. nourishing, odorless 
plant food — only $1... 
Qts. $1.65; pts. 60c: 
all postpaid. Write for 
FREE BOOKLET. 
ORDER NOW! 


WARRENTON, 
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DISCOUNT 


when you buy 2 or more 
of these authoritative, 
fascinating volumes 

Pay Dirt by J. 1. Rodale. This book is 
still the Bible of the organ- 
ic method, containing the 
specific information nec- 
essary to be a good organi- 
culturist, 252 pp. $3.00 

The Healthy Hunzas by J. I. 

Rodale. A book about the 

inhabitants of a section of 

India who are astounding- 

ly healthy because of the 

way they raise their food. 

Full details for applying 

the Hunza methods. 263 

pp., illust. $3.00 


The Earth’s Face and Human Des- 
tiny by Dr. E. Pfeiffer. In- 
ternational authority shows 
just how we can achieve 
harmony between ourselves 
and Nature. Designates ar- 
tificial methods of agricul- 
ture. 60 illust. 182 pp. 
Was $2.75; now only $1.25 


Memoirs of a Rose Man: Tales 

from Breeze Hill by J. 

Horace McFarland. Horti- 

cultural ideas and personal 

reminiscences of America’s 

greatest champion of the 

rose. Many - full-page pho- 

tos, 160 pp. $3.00 

The Pruning Book by Gustave L. 
Wittrock. A comprehensive 
treatment of principles and 
practices. Specific instruc- 
tions for pruning shrubs, 
fruit and shade trees. II- 
lust., 160 pp. $3.00 


Postage prepaid when cash accompanies order 
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these goldfish in the flower-beds of 
the city parks. Every day, whether it 
is old straw or dead goldfish, all over 
America, organic matter is being de- 
stroyed. Why? Not out of mischief, but 
because of pure ignorance. It is pos- 
sible that by accident something good 
might yet come out of these dead gold- 
fish. Perhaps they did not burn them 
in the incinerator after all, but threw 
them down the sewer. This would not 
be so bad because then they would ar- 
rive at the sewage works, mingle with 
other organic residues and would turn 
into sludge which in many cities is 
hauled away by farmers and gardeners 
and used as an organic fertilizer. 


Gimbel’s Manure Again 
The following clipping from Time 
of December 4th just came in in time 
to end off this department: 


“For discriminating shoppers, Man- 
hattan’s bustling Gimbel Bros. depart- 
ment store this week offered something 
new, and a new low, in Christmas sug- 
gestions. In a seven-column newspaper 
ad boasting, “No bossy but no bossy 
has finer manure than Gimbel’s,” the 
store said: “We think it’s a bright-eyed 
idea to give someone manure for 
Christmas. Tickle the earth, say we, 
and she'll laugh a harvest . . . We'll 
ship a magnificent one-ton batch of 
Daisy’s finest to your door (or to the 
rear door of the barn) for $19... .” 
The store coyly cautioned that it was 
not prepared to gift-wrap the pur- 
chase.” 


Teacher Needed for Summer Work 
WANTED: Horticulture teacher to 
do experimental work at the Organic 
Gardening Experimental Farms dur- 
ing the summer of 1951. In replying, 
please state fully your experience and 
any other data that will aid us in 
making a choice. Write to J. I. Rodale, 
Emmaus, Pa. 
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OF PRUNING- <= 
by Louis Lorette 


ESTED IN FRANCE over a period of many years, this system 
rests on two simple principles: 

1. Maximum light, air, and nourishment for each main branch. 

2. Pruning must be done in spring and summer exclusively, and 
only on shoots which have become woody. 

The author has proved that the trees as usually planted are the 
least productive. This book shows how to eliminate superfluous 
branches and increase fertility. 

Lorette lists 5 tree shapes that will be a boon to any fruit tree 
owner. Full month-by-month instructions are given for training 
each type, together with the proper distance apart. The mysteries 
of budding and grafting are fully explained. 130 diagrams and 
photographs make the principles clear. 

Whether you own two trees or an orchard, whether you are 
2 starting with young trees or wish to adapt older or neglected speci- 
> mens te a more productive way of life, the Lorette system is a 
MUST. Every chapter a revelation! Wherever introduced, it has 
found a host of enthusiasts. Now YOU can be the first in your 
area to apply THE LORETTE SYSTEM of PRUNING. 240 pp., 
profusely illustrated. $3.00. (Postpaid if cash accompanies order) . 


Organic Gardening, Dept. G-3, Emmaus, Pa. 


Today! 
Organic Gardening 


Gentlemen: Put me down for a subscription for 
1 year-$3 O 2 Years-$50 3 Years-$60 5 Years—$8 0 
Lifetime Subscription—$35 0 and send me a bill. 


Name 


Address 


sesesess(CUT OUT AND MAIL TO ORGANIC GARDENING, BOX G-3, EMMAUS, PA.) seeesuce 


HELP THE ORGANIC MOVEMENT BY 
HANDING OUT FREE SUBSCRIPTION BOOKLETS 


Organic Gardening is constantly striving to increase its subscription list. You can 
take an active part in this important program by handin wt our subscription 
booklets to acquaintances in your community. If you would like some extra money, 
this spare-time activity will return liberal commissions! Through a coded coupon we can trace 
each subscription to your efforts. 


SEND FOR FREE BOOKLETS: 
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Plumbago capensis—Highly drought resistant. 


ORNAMENTAL SHRUBS FOR 
DRY PLACES 


The roots of some plants go deep into 
the soil for water. 


By E. HAMILTON FAIRLEY 


HERE are in gardens places or 

sections that are sunny and dry 
out quickly, and for these locations 
shrubs are required that will grow 
with a moderate amount of water. 

The Rock Roses, or Cistuses, come 
from the countries surrounding the 
Mediterranean and are suitable for 
such locations. They are neat in their 
habit of growth and the flowers re- 
semble single roses. 

Cistus corbarensis has a low habit 
of growth of about eighteen inches, 
with rich green foliage that is studded 
with single crisp white flowers during 
spsing and early summer. This shrub 
makes a dense growth and is excellent 
for planting under windows, as foun- 
dation planting along a porch or on 
either side of sunny garden steps. C. 
purpurens has pink flowers and grows 
three to four feet high. 

The Correas come from Australia 
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and feel very much at home in South- 
land gardens. C. harrisi is a most at- 
tractive shrub, growing about two 
feet high. In late winter and spring 
the bush is covered with orange-scar- 
let, trumpet-shaped flowers that give 
a warm note of color in the winter 
garden. There are several of these Cor- 
reas at local nurseries. C. Magnifica is 
a neat shrub with rich green leaves 
above and furry brown underneath. 
In spring the tubular chartreuse flow- 
ers gracefully decorate the branches. 

Shrubs break up views that are too 
broad in a garden and make vistas 
between them, where the vision takes 
in too much of the garden at a sweep. 
It leaves nothing to hunt for and one 
is not drawn out into the garden to 
become acquainted with it. This may 
be corrected by well-placed groups of 
shrubs or single specimens so arranged 
that vistas are formed. 


Organic Gardening 


A. L. Francis 
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Cistus corbarensis—Excellent for foundation 
planting. 


The Australian bluebell, Sollya het- 
erophylla, is half shrub and half vine. 
It will grow six feet high or more and 
is rather slender in growth. It is not a 
rampant grower. The lovely nodding 
bells are a clear blue and cover the 
shrub in early summer. If grown on a 
fence it will make a good evergreen 
vine. Plant in a sunny position with 
good drainage. 

When the shrub is planted it re- 
quires water until it is well estab- 
lished, then only when needed; once 
in ten days or two weeks may be 
enough. If the soil is very sandy, add 
manure and compost to it to give it 
more substance. 

Fremontia Mexicana is a shrub with 
interesting foliage and in summer is 
covered with single golden yellow 
flowers. Plant it near Plumbago capen- 
sis, or Sollya. The blue and yellow 
flowers make an interesting combina- 
tion. 

Plumbago capensis, because of its 
drought resistant qualities, will thrive 
on sloping ground or other difficult 
locations. The light-green, cheerful 
foliage is in good condition through- 
out the year and is covered with blue 
flowers during summer and autumn. 
There is also the white flowering form 
of P. capensis alba. 

Plumbago capensis may be used on 
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ware PRICE AND NAME 


& MANUFACTURING CO. 
SHELBYVILLE, INDIANA 


CARDEN 
a7 


FOR 1951 

A new helpful cotalog of 

FLOWERS - VEGETABLES 
GARDEN SUPPLIES 


All the newest and finest of the 1951 intro- 
ductions—and the best of your old favorites 
. . « Henderson's quality seeds, bulbs, and 
plonts. Everything you need for your garden 
in this handy 36-page edition. 
Write for your copy today. 
Peter Henderson & Co. 

86-3 Henderson Bidg., 48 Cortlandt St., N.Y.7,N.Y. 


TREES . 


8- and 4-year selected transplanted 
trees, 6 to 14 inches tall, 5 each of: 
Red and Scotch Pine, Norway and Colo- 
rado Blue Spruce, and Canadian Hemlock. 
Postpaid at planting time. For complete 
Evergreen catalog, write Box .15-C. 


MUSSER FORESTS, Inc. 
Indiana, Pa. 


Great Books 
by Sir Albert Howard 


Great Pioneer of the 
Organic Movement 


( 

THE SOIL AND HEALTH. Agricultural 
autobiography of the world’s foremost 
scientist in the field of organic farming. 
A challenge to all gardeners and farmers. 
320 pp. $4.00. 

AN AGRICULTURAL TESTAMENT. The 
basic work which established the principles 
underlying the organic method. Wonderfu 
reading! 253 pp. $3.50. 


Postage Prepaid if Remittance Accompanies Order 


ORGANIC GARDENING, Box G3, Emmaus, Pa. 


MOT TREES 


New walnut. Carpa- 
thian apid grower, bears 
early, aa productive, beautiful 
shade tree. Chinese chestnut, dwarf 
fruit trees, berries, grapes. Catalog free. 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 
548 W. Lake Rd. Canandaigua, N. Y. 


* - ws we, SHRUBBERY, FLOWERS AND LAWN 
4 Le } Ornamental design adds to beauty of yard or garden. 
: 
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ol ox SOIL TESTER 
4 { mp 


deficient or im- 
soil t 


your gardening It is easy to 
test with this new Home Simplex Soil 
Tester which gives amazing results. Ideal 
for those who want finer gardens, lawns 
and house plants as no knowledge of 

is ded. Provides soil and 
tests for nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium and acidity. Equipment and 
solutions replaceable. Only $6.50 complete. 
Prices Subject to Change. 


THE EDWARDS LABORATORY 


tissue 


Box 2742-S Cleveland 11, Ohio 


Better Soil 
Better Compost 


Better Flowers, 
Fruits, Vegetables 


ActivO is the key to a new thrill in gardening 
no matter which organic method you use to build 
@row-power into your soil. 

It is amazingly useful for all types of compost- 
ing, for conditioning and activating lawn, garden 
and orchard soils; for hot beds, etc. A valuable 
multi-use organic product for better gardening. 
Converts garbage into humus, without odor, in 
2 to 6 weeks! No. 7 size treats 1350-1800 Ibs. 
m compost, or energizes 2400 lbs. potting soil, mulch, 
ea top dressing, etc., $2.00, prepaid; No. 25 size, 
ma for 3 tons compost, or 5,000-10,000 Ibs. energizing, 
ms $6.99, prepaid. Your local dealer or 


Producers 


BRIDGETON 24, 
INDIANA 


NASH TRAP 


Used by leading mole con- 
4 trol specialists. The safe, 
Vi Can’t poison soil. 
Wa Saves your earthworms. 
Works in any type of soil. Single traps, at 
dealers or direct, $2.85 postpaid. FREE— 
Mole control pamphlet. Nash Mole Traps, 
R.R. No. 1, Scotts, Michigan. 


NASH Choker Loop TRAPS 


fences, for its long branches are flex- 
ible, or it may be grown as a shrub by 
keeping the long shoots trimmed back. 
The bush will become more compact, 
with shorter and stronger branches. 

Where broad masses of color are 
wanted in the winter garden, the fam- 
ily of Cassias offers some good speci- 
mens for dry places. A large shrub of 
this group is Cassia splendida, known 
as the Golden Wonder. It is a well- 
branched shrub, growing seven to 
eight feet high and about as wide as it 
is high. The golden yellow flowers are 
borne in panicled racemes and create 
a golden glow from early in Novem- 
ber till March. 

C. artemisioides makes a trim bush 
and the soft grey, feathery foliage is a 
good background for the golden yel- 
low flowers which appear during win- 
ter and spring. There are fully four 
hundred species of Cassias and they 
come from Brazil. 

Well placed shrubs can add a full 
measure of green enchantment to a 
garden. 


Odorous Marigolds 

Repel Cucumber Beetles 
We discovered, quite by accident, 
that marigolds with odorous leaves 
planted as a border on two sides of 
cucumbers seemed to repel the cucum- 
ber beetles. To our amazement, cu- 
cumber beetles which had previously 
made cucumbers almost impossible 
to grow did little or no damage to 
them when they were planted near 
marigolds. It has occurred to us that 
perhaps the odor of the marigolds 
kept the cucumber beetles away from 
the cucumber vines. We had cucum- 
bers at the same place before but had 
to fight the beetles constantly. Next 
year marigolds and cucumbers will be 

planted together in our garden. 

Mrs. Regina Esser, 

Maria Stein, Ohio. 
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Organic Foods Division 


You will be mighty pleased with 
the second edition of the Organic 
Food Directory. Its handy booklet 
size is right in step with the smaller 
issues of Organic Gardening. Those 
who haven't seen an Organic Direc- 
tory will also like the great variety of 
products for sale. The whole country 
is at your service. Fancy prunes, and 
figs ar: available from California, tree- 
ripened citrus fruits from Florida, and 
maple syrup from New England. 
Health-minded farmers and gardeners 
can provide you with milk, honey, 
flour, canned goods, all kinds of 
meats, nuts, and jams, not to mention 
the usual vegetables. The organic 
traveller will find resorts, restaurants, 
sanitoriums, and summer camps at 
his disposal. Write to us for an up-to- 
date copy, price 25c. 

If you are planning to sell any or- 
ganic foods this year, please register 
them with us free of charge. The Or- 
ganic Food Directory will be again 
reprinted with additional producers 
in the early summer. 


Burlap Covers 


A single or double piece of burlap 
makes an excellent cover for very 
small seed especially. The top of the 
burlap will dry but the lower side 
will keep the soil moist. The burlap 
may remain until the seed leaves be- 
gin to appear. This cover prevents 
washing out of the seeds when water 
is applied. 


Furrow Gauge 


If seeding is done by hand in the 
garden, a furrow of proper depth may 
be opened by repeated pressing of the 
loosened soil with the back straight 
edge of a rake along a _— stretch- 
ed line. 


POTATOES . 


ORGANICALLY 
GROWN 


HIGH QUALITY 


real eating pleasure 
—no matter how they 
are prepared 


These high quality Katahdin potatoes— 
good to eat and good for you—are grown 
strictly according to the organic method. 
No poisons used. Only $5.00 bushel, express 
collect. Order today! 


N. H. STARK B.R. No. 1, Box 0. G. 


Thiensville, Wisconsin 


BLUEBERRY JAM 


Made from the finest cultivated blueberries 
and pure sugar—cooked in small batches in 
gleaming copper kettles—a real home-made 
delicacy. Unsurpassed for taste and freshness 
—mokes a wonderful gift. 1 Box—Six 11-oz. 
| Jars Pure Blueberry Jam— $3.75. Shipped pre- 
paid anywhere in U. S. but add 25¢ west of the 
Mississippi. No COD’s please. If not satisfied, 
| money back immediately. Send your order now, 
| BLUEBERRY HILL PLANTATION 
I Dept. OG-3, RR-2, Paw Paw, Michigan 


SUNFLOWER S SEED 


Large Screened, 10 pounds ...... 
Medium Screened, 10 pounds . 
PREPAID 


Cc. J. DEBBINK, Route 2, 


Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 


QUALITY FRENCH PRUNES 
Health food—unprocessed—tree run sizes 
—no chemicals or commercial fertilizers— 
full of sugar — distinctive flavor — larger 
and better—37'¥2¢ per pound in minimum 
ten pound lots or more—charges 

anywhere in U.S.A.—no C.O.D.’s. 


A. C. MARSH 
926 Shannon Road Los Gatos, Calif. 


SUNFLOWER SEEDS 
GIANT “STRIPED SHELL* 


AS 


“I saw it advertised in 
Organic Gardening.” 
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Mulching helps your yields and insect problems. 


ALL EYES ON SNAP BEANS 


Food Plant Extraordinary 


By DR. LEWIS E. THEISS 


N THE entire realm of garden 
vegetables it is doubtful if any 

other plant exceeds in food value the 
various beans. Among the common 
food plants none is easier to grow. 
No other garden vegetable is so help- 
ful to the soil. And unlike many gar- 
den products, beans can be eaten 
either fresh from the vines or stored 
away for use during the winter. Ob- 
viously, then, the bean is a food plant 
of top value. 

As the seeds rot so readily, light, 
sandy loam is much the best soil for 
them. Avoid wet, damp soil. It not 
only may. rot the seed, but it helps to 
spread bean diseases, like anthracnose. 
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If your soil is heavy, you can gradual- 
ly lighten it by digging in fallen 
leaves, plant remains, and, best of all, 
compost. Some ashes or a little lime 
sprinkled on the soil may help. 

If the gardener is so impatient that 
he just can’t wait, let him grease his 
beans with tallow or lard. This oily 
coating acts as waterproofing, and will 
help to prevent rot. But this is not 
recommended as a regular procedure. 
The best way to hurry beans up is 
to soak the seeds for some hours just 
before planting. They will swell up 
and be ready to grow when planted. 

Soaking seeds has this further ad- 
vantage. Beans are subject to the rav- 
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ages of the weevil. If beans are put 
in water, those infested by weevils will 
come to the surface. The good beans 
will remain at the bottom. Skim off 
the floaters and compost them. 


Another thing to remember is that 
beans are rooted shallowly. Mulch- 
ing is then much better than culti- 
vating, which is apt to destroy the 
feeder roots. It keeps the soil moist, 
prevents it from being packed down 
hard by heavy rains, and prevents 
muddy water from splashing on the 
plants and coating the foliage. Fur- 
thermore, the mulch rots gradually 
and produces nature’s best fertilizer. 


Don’t brush against or handle wet 
bean vines. If they are diseased, hand- 
ling them spreads the disease. Wait 
until the dew or the rain has dried 
before working among the plants. 


Fertilizers and Manures 


Beans belong to the legume family. 
This is the one family that has in the 
roots nodule-forming, nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria which can take nitrogen from 
the air and store it in plant tissues. 
Now, legumes grow poorly or not at 
all in ground that is not properly in- 
oculated. But once a legume has 
been grown successfully on a piece 
of ground, it inoculates the soil there. 
If you have trouble growing legumes 
in your garden, try sprinkling the seed 
with the appropriate legume inocu- 
lant. 

In the successful and profitable 
growing of beans, phosphorus and 
potassium are of the greatest impor- 
tance. 
the late-maturing varieties which are 
grown for seeds rather than for green 
pods. Only small amounts of nitro- 
gen need be available since, in prop- 
erly inoculated soil, nitrogen-fixing 
bacteria take enough nitrogen out of 
the air and make it available to the 
growing bean plants. 

Natural soil building materials 
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This is especially true of - 


Vita - Cress - Fully Grown in 10 Days 
No Chemicals or Soil Required 
Imported Direct From England 


VITAMIN “C” content is twice that of lettuce, 

three times that of carrots and four times that of 

celery. (Thomas McLachlan, Analysts and Official 

Agricultural Chemists, London, England.) 

A superbly delicious imported miniature cress, with 

all the glorious tang of water-cress. VITA-CRESS 

grows profusely all the year ‘round indoors. 

Soak any clean cloth in water, spread out on @ 

tray, plate or dish. Sow seed generously. Keep 

moist and results are certain. 

Unsurpassed for salads, sandwiches, omelettes and 

canapes, VITA-CRESS also makes a very attractive 

centerpiece. 

“2 months supply for average household.” 
$2.00 postpaid 

All seed pure and new. Money back guarantee. 
Trade enquiries invited. 
VITA-CRESS CO. 

P. O. Box 761 Mesa, Arizona 


EASY TO GROW 


Largest Collection of 


American, English, Asiatic 
with red berries and shiny dark 
green leaves. Small trees for 
every location. 

$1.50 UP 
Write for Catalog Today 


| woumar HOLLY COMPANY 


For REAL GOOD EATING 
PLANT = BURKE’S BEST 
HYBRID SUGAR CORN 


Spectacular sweet corn hybrid. Twenty 
rows of deep, tender, light-golden kernels 

nm 9-inch ears. lavor you'll never forget. Un- 

surpassed for the home garden; commands a — price 

for market growers. Matures 85 to 92 days. Orde! 

NOW;; supply limited. $1 per Ib.; 5 Ibs. tee $4, delivered 
aid. Folder & new facts for successful ng FRE’ 


Dwarf Siberian Kale 


Organically grewn seed. Order now from Blake Farm 
Seeds. Obtainable in one, two or five pound packages. 
Price One Dollar per pound, postpaid. Send check or 
money order (No stamps please). Descriptive folder 
gf this vitamin rich food and soil improving plant 
mailed with each order. 


moe FARM SEEDS 


P. 0. Box 160 Cincinnati 1, Ohie 
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Enlarge Your 
With These 10 Tempting Booklets 


THE DOCTOR’S ATTITUDE TOWARD FERTILI- 
ZERS. What they think of the organic meth- 
od. Contains a — from a U. S. 
Senate Hearing. 60c 

MANUAL OF ORGANIC. MATERIALS. A Com- 
prehensive List of Compostible Materials Oc- 
curring in the Home and in Industry. This 
book alphabetically lists 85 substances that 
may be used to keep the soil fertile in Na- 
ture’s way. It defines the composition of each 
material and what each substance contributes 
in plant nutrients to the soil. ‘ . 5Oe 

THE WAR IN THE SOIL by Sir Albert Howard, 
C.1.E., M.A. A magnificent summary of the 
organic cause for those who desire to change 
to home-made organic fertilizer. 8 

QUICK-RETURN METHOD 
ING by Maye E. Bruce. as for pro- 
ducing compost WITH ‘oR. WITHOUT animal 
manure. $1.00 

THE FORMATION ‘OF VEGETABLE MOLD 
THROUGH THE ACTION WORMS by 
Charles Darwin. Contains | 
parts of his classic on the an with 
other articles. ‘ 60c 

OUR FRIEND THE EARTHWORM ‘by George S$. 
Oliver. Deals with the importance of the 
earthworm to gardening. baad a friend to 
man. $1.00 

bay AND ANSWERS ON COMPOST ed- 

ed by J. |. Rodale and Heinrich ae. A 

COMPOST—HOW TO MAKE IT edited by & 

Rodale. The only book of its Kind ever pub: 
lished. 35¢ 

DEBATES IN HOUSE OF LORDS. Deals with 
the advisability of by ag a Royal Commis- 
sion to check on the Sir A — Howard meth- 
od of farming. 45¢ 

THE awe METHOD on THE FARM by 

Rodale. Large-scale composting; odorless, 
A» chicken-house; field crops and or- 
chards. Describes new organic method. $1.00 


Total value $6.65 
Booklets may be purchased indi- 
vidually at the above prices. But if 


you order the entire packet you pay 
ONLY $5.32, a saving of 20%! 


Postage prepaid when cash accompanies order. 
d for complete list and special bargain offers. 


ORGANIC GARDENING, Box G3, Emmaus, Pa. 


inmeluding The Cardener 


THE JOURNAL OF ORGANIC HUSBANDRY 
Illustrated Quarterly 
Britain’s organic magazine 
with a world appeal. 

@ Regular articles by leading exponents of organic 
farming and gardening in all parts of the world 
@ Natural treatment of Numan and animal disease 

@ Farmers Wife Section 
Official Journal of the Whole Food Society 
Edited by NEWMAN TURNER on the farm. 
Take advantage of the exchange rate and subscribe - 
now $1.00 a year post free. 
THE FARMER, (0.G.) Goosegreen Farm, Bridgwater 


Somerset, England 


should be applied to the soil in the 
Fall. For each 20 square feet of gar- 
den area, apply five pounds of com- 
post, one pound phosphate rock, and 
one pound of potash rock mineral; 
or five pounds of compost and two 
pounds of a mixture of phosphate 
rock and potash rock. If compost is 
not available in the Fall, cover the 
area to be planted to beans with fine- 
ly shredded leaves and any other plant 
materials that are available to a thick- 
ness of three or four inches. A light 
dressing of fresh manure or a sprink- 
ling of a compost activator will hasten 
the decomposition of the raw but fine- 
ly shredded plant materials. 

In the sping as a part of the prepa- 
ration of the soil for planting, the 
winter mulch should be worked into 
the soil lightly and the pulverized 
rocks applied and incorporated in 
the soil with the organic matter. Im- 
mediately after planting the seeds, the 
summer mulch consisting of a layer 
of loose materials four inches thick 
over the rows and a layer of finely 
shredded materials of the same thick- 
ness between the rows should be put 
down. 


Bush Beans 


String beans grow on low, bush- 
like plants. The pods are ready to eat 
in six to eight weeks. By planting 
every two or three weeks, one can 
have string beans in abundance 
throughout the entire garden season. 
A shallow trench is usually dug and 
beans are dropped in it sparingly. The 
seeds should be covered with about 
two inches of earth. If the soil is dry 
and loamy, the row should be packed 
down, by the use of a hoe. But never 
pack wet or clayey soil. Later, the 
row should be thinned so that the 
plants stand three or four inches 
apart. Yellow podded string beans 
seem to require richer soil than other 
sorts. For a garden in very poor soil, 
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Steiner-Heiniger of Black Star 


Staking is advised for postage stamp 
gardens. 


green podded string beans may there- 
fore be preferable. 


Pole Beans 


Snap pole beans require a long sea- 
son, the usual maturity period varying 
from nine to twelve weeks. Climbing 
beans to be shelled for winter need 
90 to 100 days. All this calls for some 
arithmetic. South of Washington, the 
growing season varies from perhaps 
180 days upward. In the latitude of 
central Pennsylvania, the garden sea- 
son seldom exceeds 150 days. Farther 
north, it becomes progressively short- 
er. Each gardener will know—or 
should know—the average length of 
his season. 

The bush forms, being smaller, pro- 
duce much sooner. Good seed cata- 
logs will tell you how long it takes 
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allover white flesh, 
small seed area, wonderful for slic- 
ing. 8 in. and more long. Disease- 
resistant; bears where others fail. 
Special, 10 Seeds 10c; 120 Seeds $1; 
1 Ounce Ounce $2.75, all postpaid. Order 
Today! 


Ww. ATLEE BURPEE co. atalog 
Address: 585 Burpee Building, at nearest city: FRE 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. or Clinton, lowa or Riverside, Calif. 


VARIETIES 


© Best varieties of Peach, 


Plants, Nut Trees, Orna- 
mentals and General line 
of Nursery Stock. Newest 
and Best Varieties. 
CATALOG FREE on request 
CUMBERLAND VALLEY NURSERIES, INC. 
Box 114 McMINNVILLE, TENNESSEE 


OATMEAL (Scotch Oats) 


ground from ORGANICALLY GROWN OATS. 
No chemicals are used, either in growing or processing. 
All the vitamins and minerals are left in. These oats 
have a delicious grain flavor, which is so much superior 
te commercial oatmeal there is no comparison. Cooks 
in 30 minutes to a delicious cereal, or can also be used 
in baking bread, cookies, ete. 32 ounce package sent 
postage prepaid, $1.50. 


Norman H. Stark, 


R. R. 
Thiensville, Wisconsin 


FREE PLANT CATALOG 


Send Teday For This Valuable 
Berry Book. Describes and illustrates in 
olors the leading varieties of Strawberries, 


Grapes, Asparagus, Etc. Gives complete 
culture directions written by a lifelong — 
grower. Tells how we grow our 
Townsend's Guaranteed Plants. Every — 
dener and fruit grower should have thie book. 

A postal will bring your FREE COPY 
TOWNSEND. NURSERIES 
L. SHERMAN TOWNSEND. Mgr 
116 vine STREET, SALISBURY, MARYLARD 


New disease resistant hardy grapes. 
No spraying, delicious quality. Every 
home owner can grow them easily. 
Dwarf fruit trees, berries, nut trees. 
Guaranteed stock. Catalog free. 


J. E. MILLER NURSERIES 


548 W. Lake Rd. Canandaigua, N. Y. 
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GARBAGE MAKES RICH | 
GARDEN SOIL®= 
True! And now you can actually compost garbage 
WITHOUT ODOR! Turn it into rich, odorless- fertil- 
izer-humus in a very short time—any month of the 
year. Costs amazingly little—just pile up or spread 
on garden and treat with AetivO, a remarkable bac- 
terial discovery. Organic. Send for free details 
about this and other valuable garden  uses.... 
At dealers $1 to $19.95. Don't accept substitutes. 
If your dealer doesn’t have it, order by mail. Big 
trial size can, $2.00, postpaid, treats 1350-1800 Ibs. 
> waste. No. 25 size, with FREE plans 
for building handsome Composter Cabi- 
met (activates 3 tons compost), only 
$6.99, p’pd. Money back if not satis- 
fied. Start compost now. Order today. 
ACTIVO LAB., Bridgeton 24, Indiana. 


GROW MORE 

TABLES G FLOWERS 

BY PLANTING EVERYTHING ON TIME 

Send for our tested home garden Planning and Plant- 
ing KIT. Easy to plan and schedule. You can't miss. 
Contains planning graphs, weekly schedules, dial oper- 
ated planting date calculator, stake labels, directions 
and planting information....everything you need. 
SEND NO MONEY—Get FREE package Colum- 
bine seeds. Send $1 in five days or return kit 
and KEEP seeds. Formerly $2. 


1336 SYRACUSE STREET 


6vDENVER 7, COLORADO 


BANK BY MAIL at the 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK in BANGOR, PA. 


WHICH IS THE DEPOSITORY OF THE ~- 
ORGANIC GARDENING MAGAZINE 
We Solicit Mail Depositors From 
Any State—Savings or Checking Accounts 
Deposits Guaranteed by the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


Write for complete information to 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK, BANGOR, PA. 


PEARCE SEEDS 


Unusual Flowers, pictured, de- 
scribed. Vegetables, just the 
better kinds. Ask for your 
catalog, today. 


REX. D. PEARCE 


Dept. D Moorestown, N. J. 


rowing informot 


cluding propa n 


: re and pr on of o 


THE HORTICULTURAL BOOK SERVICE 
Bonse PORTERS UNUSUAL NEW D GARDEN BOOK 


218 petRoT AVENUE CONCORD, CALI FORNIA 
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for different vegetable foods to come 
to maturity. If you know the average 
length of your growing season, and 
the length of the period in spring dur- 
ing which you must wait before you 
can plant beans safely, you can easily 
figure out what you want to do—what 
varieties of beans you will plant and 
how often you will plant them. Prob- 
ably one planting of pole beans will 
suffice. 

Succession planting is the thing all 
gardeners should consider well. Only 
by planting successions can one get 
the full use of one’s ground. The 
smaller the garden area, the greater 
the need for careful succession plant- 
ing. String beans can follow radishes, 
spinach, lettuce, peas, early beets, or 
early potatoes. String beans for can- 
ning are usually picked from the 
final planting. 

It is not without reason that the 
Army and the Navy make such ex- 
tensive use of beans. In very small 
compass, beans carry great food value. 
The late Dean Watts, of the Penn- 
sylvania State College of Agriculture, 
said that string beans contain 2.3 per 
cent of protein, 0.2 per cent of fat, and 
7.4 per cent of carbohydrates. 

Apparently the phrase Multum in 
parvo (much in little) applies to 
beans as well as to some other things 
in this world. 


Tinted Bouquets 
So many of the earliest flowers are 
white, that pink, blue, and lavender 
ones at that time give pleasing variety 
to bouquets. Bridal wreath, snowballs, 
or almost any white flower, are quick- 
ly tinted any desired shade by adding 
a little food color to the water in 
which they are placed when cut. Re- 
move to clear water when desired 
depth of color is reached. 
Mrs. M. O. Corwin 
Florence, Montana 
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By WILLIAM H. EYSTER, Ph.D. 


= IN ALL REGIONS 


* Remove coarser parts of mulch 
from borders and beds. 

¢ Fill in depressions in the lawn dur- 
ing the period of freezing nights and 
thawing days. 

® Mosses in the lawn indicate poor 
drainage, acid soil or a deficiency of 
one or more nutrients in the soil. 

® Hotbeds and coldframes should be 
put into operation now. 

* Sow seeds of plants started indoors. 


* Feed your lawn screened compost 
and rock powders so that the lawn 
grasses will grow so rapidly that weeds 
will be crowded out. 

® Reseed bare spots in the lawn. 

® Set out pansies and violets as soon 
as the ground permits. 

¢ Plant Sweet Peas as early in the 
month as possible. 

* Sow in tulip beds seeds of violets, 
arabis, Siberian wallflower, and early 
blue phlox. 

* Sow seeds of hardy annuals out- 
doors, seeds of tender annuals indoors. 
¢ Adjust window garden plants as 
the days get longer and the sun gets 
brighter. 

* Plant roses and deciduous shrubs 
as soon as soil conditions permit. 

* Bush and cane fruits should be 
treated with compost and pulverized 
rock. 
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® Make earliest. planting of gladiolus. 
® Grafting should be done as soon as 
buds show signs of swelling. 


THE NORTHWEST 


* When soil conditions permit, sow 
seeds of China aster, Canterbury bell, 
columbine, coreopsis, gaillardia, pe- 
tunia, Shasta daisy, Unwin’s hybrid 
dahlias. 

® Plant corms of montbretia, tigridia. 
¢ Plant bulbs of tuberose. 

¢ Plant roses if this has not yet been 
done. 

® Prune winter-blooming shrubs im- 
mediately after flowering, poinsettia 
and butterfly bush rather severely. 


THE SOUTHWEST 
* Complete the planting of bare root- 
ed grapes, berries, roses, and decidu- 
ous shrubs and trees grown for fruits 
or ornament. 
* Look for bargains in balled and 
burlapped conifers and broad-leaved 
evergreens. 
* Do not fail to include in your se- 
lections Armstrong’s flowering and 
fruiting peaches and Howard and 
Smith’s Miracle Plum. 
* Cover crops and sheet compost 
should be spaded into the soil now. 
® Resist the temptation to plant in 
March such heat-loving plants as to- 
matoes and lima beans. 
® Sow flower seeds. Broadcast such 
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TE 
wey POR GOVE’S 


Beautiful Pictures 


I believe my catalog is the & } 
best, largest, most up-to- 

date book published on Glad Culture. g 
I list 450 leading varieties—including @ 

this year’s top introductions, old and 
new favorites and the best from the 
WORLD'S leading hybridizers. Many 
special collections of wonderful value. 
You'll like the 12 Groupings—earliest, 
tallest, most beautiful, fragrant, minia- 
tures, giants, etc. Write today for this 
bio GOVE GLAD BOOK sent anywhere 
for 6¢ stamps. 


CHAMPLAIN VIEW GARDENS 


ELMER GOVE Box G-3 Burlington, Vt. 


STAR ROSES 


field-grown plants, 


Our FREE Catalog shows 
PEACE, includes 129 Star © “<< 
Roses, All Guaranteed to : 

Bloom. WRITE TODAY. 


——“3 STAR” SPECIAL——} 
NOT Including PEACE 

3 Popular, tried aa true Roses, 
in different colors. 


THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSES 
Write for illustrated ESN 


catalog of OREGON GROWN 


ROSES . . . in full color. KS 
N. VAN HEVELINGEN crowers 


BOX 5076, © PORTLAND 13, ORE. 


tells you HOW! New Crops, New 
Growing Techniques, New Farming 
Devices. Personal experiences of prac- 
tical farmers who are making the Or- 
ganic Method PAY! Don't miss out! 
Mail your subscription to THE OR- 
GANIC FARMER NOW! 

One year (12 issues) $3. Two years 
$5. Three years $6. Five years $8. 
SEND NO MONEY. just indicate your 
choice on a postcard, print your name 
and address; bill will follow. Address: 
Organic Farmer, Box G3, Emmaus, Pa. 


annuals as sweet alyssum and portu- 
laca. Sow in protected seed beds ager- 
atum, marigolds, lobelia, cosmos, an- 
nual phlox and zinnias. Plant in 
permanent positions deep-rooted vari- 
eties like larkspur, poppies, Mexican 
tulip poppy (Hunnemannia fumerae- 
folia), lavatera, sweet sultan and salpi- 
glossis. 

¢ In full sun plant asters, delphin- 
iums, geums, salvias, carnations, dai- 
sies, and geraniums. 

¢ Summer bulbs may be planted in 
March, including cannas and caladi- 
ums for tropical effects; crinums, 
clivias, agapanthus and amocrinum 
for evergreen clumps in the border; 
Earlham montbretias for succession 
with gladiolus; kniphofias, redhot 
pokers for color accents in the garden; 
ismene and Mexican tuberoses for 
subtle fragrance; and regal lily and 
Lillium formosanum for the border. 
®@ Make cuttings of early hardy chry- 
santhemums, gazanias, purple sage, 
blue marguerites and yellow marguer- 
ites. 

@ Make eye cuttings of poinsettias 
and divisions of hardy chrysanthe- 
mums and purple sage. 

e As weather permits, plant citrus 
fruits and other subtropicals. More 
attention should be given to Meyer 
lemon, calamodin, avocados, and Mex- 
ican sapotes. 

¢ Plant vegetables to cut increasing 
living costs. 

© Pot tender vegetables in paper milk 
containers, and use hot caps. 

® Late in the month, plant beans 
and summer squash. 

¢ Plant a pocket handkerchief salad 
garden, if space is limited. Include 
slobolt and blackseeded Simpson let- 
tuce, chard, onion sets or seedlings, 
root vegetables, kohlrabi or turnip, 
Savoy cabbage, parsley, chives, . and 
French sorrel. 

© In small gardens also grow Ever- 
green Chinese cucumbers, Armenian 
cucumber (Hirta), old-fashioned yard- 
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long beans, scarlet runner bean, and 
climbing nasturtiums. 


* Plant roses, unless this has already 
been done; water freely. 

* Sow seeds of ageratum, aster, bal- 
sam, scarlet runner bean, cockscomb, 
cosmos, cynoglossum, dahlia, Shasta 
daisy, dianthus, gaillardia, globe am- 
aranth, ornamental gourd, helianthus, 
strawflower, marigold, morning glory, 
nasturtium, petunia, portulaca, salvia, 
tithonia, verbena, and vinca. 

* Compost, mineralize, and mulch 
the soil in vegetable gardens and 
around fruit trees. Don’t overlook 
sawdust. 

* Plant seeds of vegetables—bush and 
pole lima beans, beets, cabbage, cante- 
loupe, carrot, collard, corn, cucumber, 
eggplant, kale, kohlrabi, lettuce, mus- 
tard. okra, potatoes, pumpkin, radish, 
roselle, spinach, squash, Swiss chard, 
tomato, turnip, watermelon. 


*Charlotte Hoak 
**Edwin H. Abrams 


Garden Gadget 


Don’t Throw Away Eggshells 

Starting seeds early without a green- 
house or coldframe is easy when you 
have saved up eggshells during the 
winter. Simply pop your seeds into a 


compost-soil mixture with which half- | 


eggshells have been filled. Store them 
in egg cartons until ready for digging 
in outside, shells as well as seedlings. 
The roots will grow right through the 
shells, which are an excellent organic 
fertilizer, to boot. 

Rosert A. REID 

Bethlehem, Pa. 
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Hardy Perennial Favorites 


HEMEROCALLIS 


(LEMON DAY LILIES) 


Give your garden a touch of gold with 
these lovely, easy to grow flowers. 
AUREOLE—Bright orange-yellow; flowers 
in May and june. Grows to 212 feet. 
GOLDENI—Smooth deep orange; blooms 
in July; 3 feet high. 

MARGARET PERRY—Buff orange lined 
with red; flowers in July and August; 
2'2 feet high. 

RAJAH—Delicate orange-yellow with 
arnet red centers; blooms in June and 
2% feet high 

Prices for above: 50¢ per plant—$5.00 per doz. 


BOUTONNIERE—Small bi-color flowers 
of clear yellow and rosy pink flowering 
in EY and August. 3 feet high. Price 
$1. each; $10.00 per dozen. 
BijOU—Orange-yellow with rich, blood 
red overcast; June and July flowering. 
2\% feet. Price $1.50 each; $15.00 per 
dozen. 

PRICES F.0.B. MADISON 
1951 Catalog now ready. 25¢ charge will be 
deducted from your first order. 


for the finest 


Dept. O-3 Madison, N. J. 


Specialists in Roses, Chrysanthemums, 
and other Perennials. 


For more garden beauty 
with less garden labor. 
Pest and disease free. 
Thrive in any soil; from 
Alaska to Florida. 


FREE CATALOG 


DR. STOUT’S 


Except 10¢ Canada and West of Denver. 
FARR NURSERY CO. 
Weiser Park, Pa. 


Box 85! 


AFRICANVIOLETS 


“Amertcas Favorite House Plant’ 


> 

Varieties, labeled, 

3 Healthy Plants, $1 15 115 VARIETIES 
Postpaid U.S.A. 


PLANTS, 


rooted Cuttings & Leaves. Unusual House Plants, Com- 
plete line of Supplies. All at reduced prices. 

FREE CATALOG FRENTZEN FLORAL GARDENS 
Dept. 0, 309 Lake Ave., 


ROOT YOUR OWNW CUTTINGS IN SAND 


in a box, greenhouse, or Hotbed. Scientific instructions 
copyrighted, $1.00. It is easy in an amazingly short 
time to root cuttings of Camellias, Azaleas, Gardenias, 
Roses, Evergreens and other plants in sand, any time 
of the year, with our instructions. This information costs 
us thousands of dollars, and years of experience, and 
costs you only $1.00. Postpaid. 
National Nurseries Dept. FG, 
Free Catalog on C Ui 


Pitman, New Jersey 


Biloxi, Mississippi 
Azaleas, Gardenias 
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J. H. McFarland 


Fantasy Tulip 


A Season in an 


ORGANICALLY MANAGED GARDEN 
(PART I) 


By ELIZABETH SANG 


APRIL 

In our country, the first of April 
may bring warm sunshine or cold 
winds and storms. In either case, 
as soon as the ground is cleared of 
snow, work must be started in. the 
garden. (First, the manure and hu- 
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mus, spread last Fall, must be dug 
in, and the winter mulch raked off 
the flower beds.) 

In the cold greenhouse, an old 
potato cellar with shelves for seed 
boxes and a glass roof, I plant an- 
nual flowers, herbs and tomatoes. 
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This year I had French and African 
marigolds, wallflowers, heliotrope, 
sweet basil, sweet marjoram and 
summer savory. By growing toma- 
toes from seed I make sure of getting 
the varieties we like best, “Bonny 
Best” and “Valiant” (red), “Jubilee” 
and “Sunray” (orange), and the little 
red and yellow “plum” tomatoes. 

In the preparation of the soil for 
planting, it is highly important to 
add liberal amounts of compost and 
pulverized rocks. The compost in- 
creases the water-holding capacity of 
the soil and insures a balanced nu- 
trition for the garden plants. The 
rock powders return to the soil any 
essential elements which may have 
been leached out of the soil or re- 
moved from it by continuous crop- 
ping. 

Outdoors, April is the month for 
planting peas, onion sets, Swiss 
chard, lettuce and dill. Sunflowers 


go behind the cornpatch, calendulas 
in a row at the back of the vegetable 
garden, and mignonette among the 
pansies. 

Flowers in April are still rare 
enough for each to be appreciated 
individually. Snowdrops come first, 
a drift of white among last year’s 
brown leaves. Next to bloom are the 
crocuses, in patches of gold, white 
and purple on the lawn, then the 
little blue scillas and grape hya- 
cinths, daffodils, narcissi, and the 
larger hyacinths. Some of the wild 
or “botanical” tulips also flower in 
April. I started growing these sever- 
al years ago, and have found them 
a delight ever since. Natives of arid, 
mountain regions, they like well- 
drained poor soil and, once planted 
in a spot that suits them, need no 
further care. I now have eleven va- 
rieties of these interesting flowers, 
including the gorgeous “Red Em- . 


Send for 
pictured list. 


BROWNELL 


BROWNELL ROSES 


“The New Gorgeous” 
QUEEN o’the LAKES (Red) 


and other everblooming 


Sub-Zero Hybrid Teas 


25 Different Colors and Forms 


Vigorous.—Beautiful.—Easy to grow.— 
Large abundant blooms, more con- 
stantly.—Comparable with the best. 


Can live several decades even after low 
subzero. Save replacement’ expense. 
Plants that fail, anywhere. within 2 
years, replaced free, purchased from 
the hybridizers— 


Also 20 beautiful yellow and orange 
hardy Climbers 


ROSES 1. 


E b tty ORGANIC 
iS THE GARDENING 
ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertili- 
zer quicker, better easier, cheaper from waste 


... leaves, garbage, etc....(reduces garbage 
without odor!)...Activates. conditions and 
sweetens soils...many other uses. Organic. 
Bacterial. Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ib. 


compost, $1., 
Postpaid. 


1350-1800 Ib. size, $2. 


ActivO—Soilservice 
P. O. Box 131, Townsend, Mass. 


FRAGRANT 
PINK SNOWBALL 


Viburnum burkwoodi — Beautiful new 
shrub. Intensely fragrant. Evergreen foliage. 
3 for $2.50 postpaid 
Send for Free Perennial Catalog 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box 0-3 Spokane, Wash. 
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ROTOTILLER 
OWNERS 


the 
AUTOMATIC DRIVES 


Installed 
on your rototiller, the operator is able to 
make a turn at either end of a row very easy 
with ONE hand, as one or the other wheel 
FREES AUTOMATICALLY when turn is start- 
ed and when turn is completed that wheel 
locks into POSITIVE forward driving position 
and both wheels drive forward till another 
turn is started. The ‘“Hard-to-Stop” Model 
B1-6 can be stopped on “The Spot” when 
equipped with Drives. Rototillers equipped 
with reverse units, will turn under their own 
power by pulling the reverse lever into re- 
verse position. Transmission oil leaks can be 
permanently stopped with our special oil 
seals if installed in connection with Auto- 
matic Drives. For descriptive literature see 
your local Rototiller dealer or write direct to 


AUTOMATIC DRIVE CO. 


P. O. Box 555 


With 


Saginaw, Mich. 


WHY WAIT? Have fruit to 
eat and sell within 60 days 
this year, by planting our 
bearing age plants and trees. 
Many best varieties fruit 
plants and trees at money - 
Saving prices . . . HIGHEST 
QUALITY... Also Roses, 
Shrubs, Evergreens, Nut 
Trees and complete line of 
nursery stock. Large dis- 
count for early orders. Cata- 
tog in full color FREE. Write. 


SOUTH MICHIGAN NURSERY 
BOX) 622 | NEW BUFFALO, MICH. 


in full color 


a 


All heavy producers. Plump 
sweet berries 4 to % In. size. 
‘ Reach 6 to 8 ft. height. 1-year 
be plants to 5-year bushes. Send 
or Catalog of trees, fruits, shrubs, 
flowers. Choice Varieties. Lowest 
Prices. Catalog free. WRITE TODAY. 


watt 


WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 407. Bridgman, Mich. 


BERRY, RASPBERRY 
ERRY PLANTS 


Nut and Shade Trees, Grape Vines, 
Flowering Shrubs, Evergreens. Over 80 
years service to planters—Guarantees 
Satisfaction. New Free Catalog illus- 
trates, describes complete line—gives 
many cultural hints, makes selection 
5 easy—write .today 
Bountiful Ridge Nurseries 

Box E-31, Princess Anne, Md 


peror,” the largest and most brilliant 
red tulip imaginable, far more spec- 
tacular than any of the cultivated 
Darwins. 


MAY 


May is the busiest month in the 
garden, and one of the most beauti- 
ful. Apple blossoms, lilacs and cot- 
tage tulips are in bloom, and the 
summer birds are back, filling the 
garden with music all day. By the 
end of the month, the four perennial 
beds are a lovely sight with their 
irises, lupines, columbines and Ori- 
ental poppies. 

The wild garden is at its best 
in May. This is a shady patch in an 
angle of the house, under an old 
cedar, where transplanted wild flow- 
ers and ferns bring a touch of the 
Spring woods to the garden each 
year. Bloodroot and hepaticas bloom 
there first, then come wood ane- 
mones, purple, white and yellow vio- 
lets, wild columbine, Jack-in-the- 
pulpit, Solomon’s seal, cranesbill, 
and dark red trillium. In a shady 
corner of one of the perennial beds, 
white and pink trillium flower at 
the same time as Virginia bluebells, 
making an exquisite color combina- 
tion. Trout lilies were a failure in 
the wild garden. They prefer their 
own damp home down by the brook. 

There is much planting to be 
done in May: green, wax and lima 
beans, and corn; gladiolus bulbs in 
two long rows between the corn 
patch and the fenced-in vegetable 
garden; zinnias in a row at the 
bottom of the vegetable garden, for 
cut flowers in late summer; tuberous 
begonias in the shady flower bed, 
for bloom and color when the blue- 
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bells and trillium are gone; nastur- 
tiums in the gravelly bed of poor 
soil, to take the place of the wild 


tulips. 


Every two or three years, chrys- 
anthemums must be separated and 
replanted. I grow mine in a large 
bed with cottage tulips and flori- 
bunda roses, and use only the hardy 
Korean varieties which survive our 
cold winters. | 

Toward the end of the month, 
tomato and other plants can be set 
out from the greenhouse. I put my 
stakes in first, with a tomato on 
either side of each stake, and as the 
plants grow I tie them to the stakes 
and clip off the side branches. 

The tiny French marigolds I use 
as a border for the four main flower 
beds, the larger hybrids and Africans 
fill in bare spaces among the peren- 
nials. 


Heliotrope goes in one of the 
three herb beds among other fra- 
grant plants, lemon verbena, rose 
geranium, sweet lavender, rosemary, 
nepeta and lemon balm. I also grow 
sage, thyme, parsley, summer and 
winter savory, chives, sweet and pot 
marjoram, tarragon, burnet and 
sweet basil for cooking, southern- 
wood, wormwood and santolina for 
moth bags, catnip for the cat, ger- 
mander, rue, camomile, horehound 
and hyssop because they are attrac- 
tive plants with a long and interest- 
ing history. We have wild herbs too, 
bergamot and tansy in the fields, 
spearmint by the brook, pennyroyal 
in the woods, and borage wherever 
it chooses to seed itself. 

Each May I pay a visit to a local 
nurseryman, and buy petunias in a 
variety of colors. These go just 
behind the French marigolds in the 
flower beds. 
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FINEST QUALITY 


& 

a Well-Rooted 
Healthy Plants 
NEW VARIETIES 


fe Our specialty, Field-grown 
stock exclusively. FREE 
1951 CATALOG describes 
over 300 varieties: spider, 
large flowering exhibition, 
commercial, cascade and 
hardy types. Also new Holland, Australian and English 
varieties. Catalog includes color plates and general 
cultural instructions. 


BLANCHARD GARDENS 
1141 W. Fairview Arcadia, California 


IEW SUB-ZERO 


Enalish Loy 


A od Special Strain Stands 
20° Below ZERO 


At last an English Ivy strain has been developed 
to stand 20 degrees below zero without protection. 
Have year ‘round beauty with this hardiest of all 
evergreen Ivies. Enjoy its green leaves all winter 
on house-walls, chimneys, fences, gates, trellises, 
garden-walls. Excellent gound cover. Strong pot- 
ted plants only $1.00 each. Six plants, $5.00: 
Twelve plants for $10.00 (12 plants will cover 
average house); Twenty-five plants for $18.75. 
Limited supply. Order today. Catalog FREE. 


THORNDALE FARM 


Dept. C-4 
Woodstock, 


CULTIVATOR 
<7) $99.50 


F.0.8. ORRVILLE, OHIO 


At last, an effective powered cultivator in the low- 
price field. The Little Farmer is ideal for city or farm 
garden use. Compact design and fine balance make it 
easy to operate. Just right for narrow rows where 
larger equip t moy d plants. Write now for 
complete information. Dealer inquiries also invited. 


THE WILL-BURT_CO. 
DEPTO . ORRVILLE, OHIO 


| VITAMINS 
SPROUTMASTER } 
) 


Write for free literature—Dealers Wanted 


Western Nutrition Laboratories 
6 ORANGE STREET, 


REDLANDS, CALIF. 
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Weeding and cultivating begin 
this month for the non-organic gar- 
dener. But in the organic garden, 
these chores may be eliminated en- 
tirely by applying, in early spring, 
a sufficiently thick mulch of shred- 
ded plant material such as leaves, 
alfalfa or clover hay, salt hay, shred- 
ded bark, and crushed corncobs. A 
plant-materials mulch serves many 
useful purposes, as it prevents splash- 
ing of soil and erosion, conserves 
soil moisture, regulates soil tempera- 
ture, and protects and feeds the 
soil organisms. 


An Organic Business For You 


Selling organic products is a wide- 
open field for enterprising people. 


There are literally hundreds of op- 
portunities to advance organiculture 
by making available the enormous 
amounts of organic matter that would 
be destroyed. 

Not to be forgotten, also, is the 
very necessary business of providing 
organic foods for sale. What foods 
publicized either through advertise- 
ments in Organic Gardening or list- 
ing in the Organic Food Directory 
are usually gobbled up in no time. 

With a business head and a small 
amount of capital, you can readily 
supply certain products needed by 
gardeners in your community. Every 
month we will suggest ideas for busi- 
nesses, which may encourage a few 
organic gardeners to put their theories 
of conservation into action. 

For example, corn cobs, free-of- 
charge at most mills could be dis- 
tributed by an energetic gardener. He 
could deliver them directly to custo- 
mers. 


Send NOW (a penny posteard will de) for our 48 page 195! Cata- 
log, and a FREE two-year subscription to BETTER BERRIES.. 
our Catalog (with color illustrations), lists special information on 
all varieties best suited for your arca, each fully deseribed. BET- 
TER BERRIES, devoted to Better Berry Culture, contains timely 
hints and tips for raising all kinds of berries. FREE. Write today! 


STRAWBERRIES — BLUEBERRIES 
GRAPES — RASPBERRIES — BOYSENBERIES 
BLACKBERRIES — ASPARAGUS ver 25 


Berries to meet every need, soil, location and climate. 


Every Berry Grower needs these 
two Important Publications! 


ORNAMENTALS 


Heavy Blooming size shrubs at fan- 
tastically low prices! Choose your 
favorite varieties from our FREE 
1951 Catalog for range of color and 
succession of bloom all summer. 


FRUIT TREES 


Apple, Peach, Pear and all the other 
popular varieties that produce luscious 
fruit and enhance your property with 
beautiful, showy spring blossoms are 
listed in our FREE 1951 Catalog. 


SALISBURY 91, MARYLAND 
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ORGANIC MATTER 
FREE-FOR-ALL 


By RUTH RODALE 


AVE you ever gone foraging on 
H a Saturday afternoon for some 
leaves or corn cobs near your home? 
Or do you round up unused grass clip- 
pings from obliging neighbors? Bet- 
ter still, have you ventured out to 
local businesses for the vast quantities 
of greens and animal matter that 
normally would be incinerated? More 
small gardeners do it than you pos- 
sibly realize. 

Page through the classified section 
of your telephone book some evening, 
arm yourself with a few promising 
addresses, and you are ready for a 
rewarding collection trip. 

How are you going to cart it back 
to your garden? Here are a couple 
of suggestions. If you don’t know 
someone with a truck you might be 
able to rent one reasonably. A local 
you-drive-it service charges $1.00 per 
hour and eight cents a mile for a 
pick-up truck. You might also find a 
company that rents one-wheeled trail- 
ers which attach to the back of a car, 
although I couldn’t locate any in 
Allentown. The best suggestion I 
have, however, is to chip in with a 
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few friends to buy the one-wheeled 
trailer An Organic Gardening Club 
could buy one for the use of its mem- 
bers. Sears Roebuck has one on the 
market for $69. (Two-wheeled trailers 
are also popular.) 

After a thorough survey of Allen- 
town, I came up with several ideas 
for getting organic matter that we 
hardly even suspected. Perhaps you 
will know of just such sources in your 
own town or city. 


Bakeries 

When you are at a loss to find or- 
ganic matter in your region, try baker- 
ies. An Allentown baker quoted me 
60 cents for about 15 loaves of stale 
bread (three days old). It could readi- 
ly be crumbled to be put in the com- 
post heap. Do not mulch with it be- 
cause all kinds of animals will be 
attracted to your garden (true of 
most food remains). 


Bananas 
If you are lucky enough to have 
wholesale food companies in your 
town, they may supply a good part of 
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VEGETABLES 


VIGOROUS GROWTH, HEAVIER 
YIELDS, DISEASE RESISTANT! 


Amazing yielder 

of firm, crisp, 8 
to 9-inch fruits a week before 
others! Ideal slicer, pickler. 


Amazingly uni- 
form big, bright-red beauties 
ripen continuously ‘til frost! 
Smooth, solid, meaty globes. 
Yields up to bushel per plant 


Be first in your 
WATERMELON neighborhood 


x enjoy luscious home-grown 
10 lb. watermelons. Crisp, 

ok hi-sugar flesh. 

HYBRID ONIONS, EGG PLANT, PEPPERS 

~ Bigger yields, finer fla- 

vor. Plant Minnesota 

Hybrids for a prize- 
winning garden, 


78-pace catatoc FREE! 


FARMER SEED & NURSERY CO 
39 E. Sth, Faribault, Minnesota 


GET ACQUAINTED OFFER! 


HEAVY BEARING, FAST GROWING 


BLUEBERRIES 


Certified, early, mid- 
season, late varie- 
ties. FREE LITER- 
ATURE. Whole- 
salers, write for 
prices. 


GALLETTA BROS. 


Hammonton, N. Largest in N. J. 


182 Chew Rd., 


STURDY HARDY PERENNIALS 


| Strong, well-rooted plants, packed to 


carry safely coast to coast, and then 
live, thrive and flower. Hundreds of 
kinds, unusual bulbs and hardy plants, 
in our New illustrated Catalog. Ask for 
your copy. 

REX. D. PEARCE 


Moorestown Dept. D New Jersey 


CLIMBING VINE of RARE BEAUTY 
Easy-to-grow, hardy — produces a 
profusion of delicate flowers in 
spring and early summer. Ideal for 
fence, trellis or wall. 38 varieties 
f in wide color selection, valuable cul- 
tural information in our free color- 
ful catalog—wWrite today. 
JAMES |. GEORGE & SON, Box F, Fairport, N. Y. 


Organically Grown 
PLANTS and BULBS 


ASK FOR LISTING 


ORGANIC GARDENS 


FULLERTON, MARYLAND 


CLEMATIS 


your organic matter. An Allentown 
banana concern reported that they 
have to get rid of about 10 to 15 bush- 
els of spoiled bananas per day. They 
would be glad to have us save them 
the labor of their disposal. Bananas, 
incidentally are a wonderful potash 
fertilizer. 


Breweries 

Waste hops can be picked up al- 
most any time at breweries. A medi- 
um-sized company in Allentown can 
give away one or two tons a week. 
Most of the hops, however, have been 
accumulating on a heap near the 
brewery. Use it especially for mulch- 
ing, as does the Arnold Arboretum in 
Boston, Massachusetts. The hop odor 
(In case you worry) will disappear in 
a week at the outside, but it does 
have an odor at first. This can be 
eliminated by covering with earth. 


Cheese Stores 
A shop in Allentown specializing 
in cheese offered cheese trimmings to 
anyone who would pick them up. 
The owner would store up enough 
over a period of weeks for a good 
trailer load. 


City Highway Department 

Next summer put in your order 
with the Highway Department for a 
load of leaves. They will be happy 
to dump them on your garden free of 
charge in quite large amounts. For 
example, the city brought 40 tons of 
leaves to the Experimental Farm last 
fall. 


Dog Kennels 

Almost every city has its dog ken- 
nels, pet shops, and pet hospitals, 
from which decent amounts of ma- 
nure can be gotten. In Allentown, a 
dog kennel has been throwing their 
manure, about four or five bushels per 
week, into an abandoned field. The 
litter used is pine shavings. Is this 
happening in your locality? 
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Contest 
(Continued from page 41) 
you a sense of achievement. Here’s a 
wonderful opportunity for every read- 
er of ORGANIC GARDENING to 
spread the organic movement and 
build a stronger, healthier world. 


Contest Closes May 31 


Your letter and your lists of sub- 
scriptions must be on separate sheets 
of paper, all bearing your own name 
and address clearly identified as the 
cgntestant. Address all entries to Sub- 
scription Contest, Organic Gardening, 
Emmaus, Pa. 

In order to qualify, all entries must 
be postmarked before midnight of 
May 31, 1951. The fortunate winners 
will receive their checks by June 30, 
1951. Complete contest results will 
appear in the August issue of OR- 
GANIC GARDENING. No letters 
will be returned, and we reserve the 
right to publish any prize-winning 
entries without further payment. The 
contest is not open to the staff of 
ORGANIC GARDENING nor to 
employees of RODALE PRESS, nor 
their personal friends or relatives. 

Don’t forget: Each subscription 
must be accompanied by a remittance 
of at least $3.00 (rates $3.00 for one 
year, $5.00 for two years, $6.00 for 
three years, $8.00 for five years). If 
you are not already a subscriber, you 
may send in your own subscription 
as an entry. Renewals do not count, 
nor does a subscription for more than 
one year count as more than one new 
subscription. 

And don’t wait until you have ac- 
cumulated several dozen subscriptions 
—send them in as you obtain them, 
so that your friends may start enjoy- 
ing ORGANIC GARDENING with- 
out delay. They will all be recorded 
to your credit, and your letter can 
follow at any time up to May 31. 

Let’s start NOW! 
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FERTO-POoTS 


Plant ‘EATS’ 


SENSATIONAL INVENTION Pots made of rich 
t hi 


rotted cow manure in po 

and kiln dried. No wilt, no setback; quicker, 
better results if seeds, bulbs, plants, cuttings 
are started in FERTO-POTS. When transplant- 
ed outdoors pot and all goes into the ground. 
Pots soften up in the moist soil and feed the 
plants. Excellent results as liners inside clay 
pots of African Violets and other house plants. 
FERTO-POTS are a boon to professional grower 
and home gardener alike. Shipped by express 
(not prepaid) at following prices: 


No. 2s 100—$2.50 500—$9.00 
No. 24s 100—$2.75 250—$5.00 
No. 3s 100—$3.25 250—$5.75 


FERTO-POTS have taken the garden world by 
storm. Users highly enthusiastic. Millions sold. 
Order a supply today and enjoy a thrilling new 
gardening experience. Address: 


FARGO’S 


FRENCHTOWN, N. J. 


Thousands 
of satisfied 


Dept. 14 


IDEAL for 
VEGETABLE GARDENS 
No more hard spading! You too can have fine gar- 
dens, with less time, less effort (do 10 hrs. work in 
1). “TUG-O-WHEEL”’ does it—all steel outfit plows 
5” deep; marks rows 12’ to 36” wide; hills, culti- 
vates, destroys weeds; fast, quick, easy; quality fully 
guaranteed. Free folder tells all. Write 


TUG-O-WHEEL HAND PLOW CO. 


Dept. O Ballston Spa, New York 


BE SAFE—ORDER EARLY 


TRAWBERRIES 


WHITTEN NURSERIES, Box 408, Bridgman, Mich. 
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. Play safe and order your plants early. Be sure to get 
18 the kinds yeu want and save money besides. We offer a fine 
selection of the best standard varieties, including large, sweet 
Superfection and Streamliner Eve rbearing — fully 
jescribed in our New Catalog. It’s filled with =p in 
Trees, Plants & Shrubs. It’s FREE — Write for atalog! 
ing 


Don’t 
WASTE DOLLARS 


ALL 
ORGANIC 
ACTIVATOR 


MAKES 


TOP QUALITY SOIL BUILDER 
IN 3 TO 5 WEEKS 


DON’T burn or destroy leaves, garbage and other 
wastes. Compost with B. C. A., new and improved 
bacterial compost activator that converts organic ma- 
terial into valuable fertilizer in a matter of weeks. 
Here’s what B. C. A. does: 
@ BUILDS VALUABLE HUMUS 
B. C. A. helps the speedy breakdown of organie 
waste into rich, fertile, black humus, which is un- 
excelled for growing vegetables or flowers. 
@ ENCOURAGES EARTHWORMS 
Earthworms love soil rich in organic matter. 
B. C. A. is a bacterial (not chemical) preparation 
and will help rather than retard the growth of 
earthworms. 
@ STRETCHES FERTILIZER 
Add organic wastes and B. C. A. to your regular 
fertilizer. In a few weeks you have MORE and 
BETTER fertilizer. 
@ REMINERALIZES SOIL 
B. C. A. has phosphate rock incorporated in the 
culture which contains the 26 necessary minerals. 
B. C. A. also contains the necessary trace elements. 
vital to plant growth. 
There is nothing as concentrated as B. C. A. Use in 
potted plants and for better vegetable and fruit pro- 
duction....use in mulehing and hotbeds. Check what 
you want and mail the coupon below TODAY. 
ORGANIC PRODUCTS, Dept. G-3 
235 Halsey St., Newark, N. j. 


Enclosed please find check or money order, 
please send the units I’ve checked below: 
{ Unit of B.C.A. $1.00 Prepaid, $1.20 W. of Miss. 
2 Units of B.C.A. $2.00 Prepaid, $2.40 W. of Miss. 
6 Units of B.C.A. $4.50 Prepaid, $5.00 W. of Miss. 
25 Units of B.C.A. $12.50 Prepaid, $13.50 W. of Miss. 
Free information on dealer set up. 
Each unit is enough for 2 to | ton of compost. 


blood, grain, meatscraps, 

and paunch contents. 
Soilbuilder 

No Viable Weed Seeds. 
100% 0rganic’” Ib. F.O.B. 
Compost plant—$45.00 


Nothing added, nothing 
1 Ton F.0.B. plant— 
SOILBUILDERS, Inc. 


Cc isting of « posted 

taken out except ex- 

$55.00 

Box 176 South St. Paul Minnesota 


Use packinghouse wastes; 
cess moisture. 
30 Ton Cars F.O.B. 
70 


New Organic Garden Clubs 


New Organic Garden Clubs are 
being organized in the places indi-’ 
cated below. If you are interested in 
becoming a member of a club, con- 
tact the person specified for each new 
club. 

The Editorial Staff of the Organic 
Gardening magazine will cooperate 
in every possible way. We will pro- 
vide a model Constitution and By- 
laws, provide free booklets and other 
literature and help in getting materi- 
als for programs and aid in finding 
suitable speakers. 

A series of projects are being pre. 
pared and sent to all the Organic 
Garden Clubs. The purpose of these 
projects is to help the program com- 
mittee to prepare club activities and 
programs which will bring the or- 
ganic gardening movement to the at- 
tention of as many people as possible. 
An organic garden club is a definite 
asset to the community it serves. 

A year’s subscription will be given 
as a prize for an exhibit in an Organic 
Gardening Flower show, the winner 
to be selected by the flower show 
committee. 


New Clubs to be Organized 


D. B. Seale 
23 Ashler Avenue 
Los Gatos, California 
P. L. Wilson 
1310 North 12th Street 
Duncan, Oklahoma 
George I. Ellsworth 
4232 Alton Road 
Louisville 7, Kentucky 
Mrs. Rose Pfnister 
8103 South Evans Avenue 
Chicago 19, Illinois 
Mr. Carl A. Quadros 
1749 Bell Street 
North Sacramento 15, California 
T. L. Ackerman 
Ticonderoga Nursery 
Ticonderoga, New York 
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Camphor and Eucalyptus Leaves 


Q. Are the leaves of such trees as 
magnolia, avocado, camphor tree, 
eucalyptus, pepper tree, and walnut 
suitable for composting and mulch- 
ing? 

Mrs. E. B. H., Altadena, Calif. 


A. The leaves of all trees are a 


valuable source of organic matter © 


and minerals. The leaves of such 
trees as eucalyptus, camphor tree, 
and walnut should be exposed to 
the weather for a time before using 
them in the compost heap. In 
weathering the aromatic oils, alka- 
loids, and other materials which 
might interfere with the organisms 
of decomposition will be leached out. 
If the leaves are ground by being 
put through a simple grinder, they 
can be used directly as a mulch. 
Various types of leaf grinders are 
being described in The Organic 
Gardening magazine. 


Composting Grass Clippings 


Q. I am now gardening organi- 


The “house out back’’ calling! ActivO 
can cure it of unpleasantness. Just 
sprinkle over waste. Odors reduced 
or eliminated. Waste converted into 
ash-like fertilizer-humus. $2.00 size 
good for many months’ treatment.... go opor/ 
Helpful, too, in septic tanks and cess- 

pools....ActivO also amazingly useful 

for making compost, activating soils and lawns, feeding 
potted plants, growing mushrooms, etc..... for many 
FARMING and GARDENING uses. Send for complete 
free details. Liberal-quantity sizes. Activ $2 and 
$6.99. Sizes at dealers, $1 and up. Time to use ActivO 


MACLEAN 
Box 24, 
Bridgeton, Indiana 


BANISH 


DRY WEATHER 


=DAMAGE 


ag to your favorite flowers and vegetables 
3*this summer with Weather Watcher au- 
>"tomatic garden waterers. Cucumber yields 
increased 4 times. Tomatoes nearly 
doubled. Grand for melons, dahlias, gladiolus bulb- 
lets, border plants competing with shrub roots, plants 
on terraces, etc, ete. Make them yourself for a few 
cents. Set them near your best plants at planting 
time. Add water when needed and the waterer 
gradually feeds it right to the roots for several 
days. Earthworms really go for them. 
IDEAL IRRIGATION—Economical—EASY TO USE 
Complete Plans and Instructions — ONLY 25 cents 
FREE—The basic material for one waterer 
will be included with first 100 plans ordered. 
Order today. 


H. R. RAWSON 


BOX 65 DOWNERS GROVE, ILL. 


AMAZING NEW CORN / 


SIX EARS PER STALK 


/5~ Newly discovered variety, "SIX SHOOTER” 
m4 delicious sweet table corn. Immensely productive, 
(4 \ Up to six ears per stalk! Truly fine quality. It's a 
}\ thrill to grow "SIX SHOOTER". Seed very scarce. 
~\} Never before offered. Send $1 for enough to 
y Y plant 200 ft. of row. Postpaid. Circular free. 
MT. SUMMIT SEED CO., PLEASANT RIDGE, CINCINNATI 13, 0. 


trace elements. 


= 
a 
Qa. 
|} 
=a 


Gilman, III. 


THE KEYS 
MORE PROFITABLE Farming and Gardening 


COLLOIDAL PHOSPHATE has 10 major and 11 trace elements. 
KAYLORITE (GLAUCONITIC MARL) has 18 major and 30 


LET’S GO ORGANIC 
With these two organically-recommended products—and 


Hoover ‘Soil Service _ 


Phone 70 
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For every gardener and farmer 
who reads the Scriptures, here 
is a reverent and inspiring book 


FARMING ae 


GARDENING 
in the BIBLE 


By Alastair 1, MacKay 


THE BIBLE is chock-full of details 
of daily life, including a myriad 
of references to plants and their cul- 
ture and to animal husbandry. Now 
comes Commander MacKay to or- 
ganize this great natural wealth into 
smoothly flowing chapters. 

There are hundreds of retold 
anectodes in FARMING & GAR- 
DENING IN THE BIBLE, but 
wherever possible the author has let 
the Bible speak for itself. As you 
realize that the people of the Bible 
were vitally concerned with Nature 
and her workings in garden and 


field. 
Garden-Lover's Handbook 


This new volume from the Rodale 
Press presents the fascinating story 
of their loves and their hates, their 
attainments and their backsliding, 
their wisdom and their ignorance. 
It covers such diversified topics as 
plants, trees, poultry, pigs, bees, per- 
fumes, pastoral practices and domes- 
tic livestock, insect and plant dis- 
eases, agricultural laws and customs 

Here is the garden-lover’s hand- 
book to the Scriptures, enhanced by a 
rare charm and grace of writing. 
Frontispiece from an old Biblical en- 
graving; 280 pp. $3.00. 


Send for your copy today! 


Postage Prepaid if Remittance Accompanies Order 


Organic Gardening 


Dept. G-3 


- Emmaus, Pa. 


Prevention 
magazine 


HE first eight issues of J. I. 

Rodale’s new health magazine 
have been enthusiastically acclaimed 
by readers in hundreds of letters 
and telegrams of congratulations. 

Prevention is the newest concept 
in health publications. While the 
research on which it is based comes 
from orthodox M. D. sources, only 
findings of a truly preventive char- 
acter are used. Every issue contains 
amazing surprises, debunking scores 
of harmful fallacies that affect our 
daily living. 

A year’s subscription is $3, two 
years $5, three years $6, five years $8. 
You need send no money—jot your 
choice on a postcard and you will 
be billed. Write to Prevention, Box 
G-3, Emmaus, Pa. 


You can receive ORGANIC GARDENING 
regularly —- every month, for the rest of 
your life — by taking a Life Subscription 
at $35. If you prefer, this amount may be 
paid in six $5 instalments spaced two 
months apart, and one of $6. You need send 
no money — simply check one of these 
boxes: 


CO I will pay $35 on receipt of bill. 
CI ! will pay $36 in instalments. 


Cut out and mail to 


ORGANIC GARDENING, Box G3, Emmaus, Pa. 


G) WEAR THIS BUTTON 


9 Attractive bronze buttons 
with green enamel bord- 
Pa A official emblem of organic 
gardeners. Excellent for garden 
club members or for individual 
use. Price 50c. 


ORGANIC GARDENING, Box G3, Emmaus, Pa. 
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cally but had difficulty breaking 
down grass clippings. When my 
compost pile appeared ready for use 
I discovered the grass clippings had 
packed tight in a one inch layer and 
had not decomposed in the slightest 
degree. It also had a definite barn 
yard odor. I studied all your litera- 
ture and have come to the conclu- 
sion that I have not been aerating 
the heap properly. Could this be the 
answer? In August I followed your 
advice and inserted 1,500 worms in 
the pile but failed to ventilate, will 
the worms do the trick or should 
I ventilate? Is it too late in the 
season for this action? 

I specialize in gladiolus and use 
the trench system without digging 
up the entire garden. It has been 
my practice to put about two inches 
of compost on the bottom, mix with 
old soil, then plant. Is this proper 
or should it be the upper layer? 


G. P. T., Montclair, N. J. 


A. If grass clippings are put in 
the compost heap in bulk while they 
are still green and fresh, they are 
apt to pack together so closely that 
proper aeration is not possible. The 
result is that the clippings undergo 
putrefaction rather than fermenta- 
tion. It is well to mix grass clippings 
with other coarser plant materials. 
An improperly ventilated compost 
heap will be corrected by an earth- 
worm population in the heap. 

Gladiolus respond most favorably 


RED RICH 


EVERBEARING STRAWBERRY 


New, Outstanding, Delicious, Very Productive 
Also Rockhill, Streamliner, Universities, Bonanza 
Red Raspberry, Kayberry, Olallie, ete. 

Write for Free Descriptive Catalog, 
illustrated, partly in COLOR 


Brentwood Berry Gardens 
P.O. Box 14101, Los Angeles 49, California 


MECO_ Shredder 


PORTABLE 


Immediately 
Available! 


Fitted with 1/3 
only $95 h.p. electric motor $110 
Especially designed for converting leaves into 
leafmold, but shreds all kinds of non-woody 
plant materials. 
MECO is really a home fertilizer factory. Make 
your own organic fertilizer from waste materials and 
powdered rocks. Full directions and fertilizer formu- 
lae with cach shredder. It serves also as a MIXER. 
Make your own MULCH, and have a no-digging, 
no-cultivating, no-hoeing garden. No other equipment 
needed. Begin mulch-gardening this year. 
MECO COMPOST STARTER—I-ton unit for $2, 
prepaid, 
TERMS—Cash with order; 
Lewisburg, Pa. 


MAC ENGINEERING CO. 


LEWISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


shipped f.o.b., 


HORSEPOWER 
ROTARY TILLER 


No Extras 


The Mulsifier Rotary Soil 
Tiller! Unsurpassed for till- 
ing and cultivating. Makes 
it easy to work | to 20 3s 
acres. Prepares the soil 
one operation. 

do but guide it powered—adequate for 
all soils. Unbreakable tines. Gives you more 
horsepower per dollar than any other garden 
tractor. Attachments available. Money-Back 
Guarantee. Send postcard for circular. 


MULSIFIER IMPLEMENT CO. 
7774 Hamilton Detroit 2, Mich. 


*Trade Mark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


ROTARY SOIL TILLER 
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FOR HOME USE 


@ Patented Zymoth- 
ermic composters. 


@ Compogerm for 
treating composters 
and composts. 


@ Patented digestors| 
for disposal of large 
quantities of organic im 
waste, in operation 
since 1929 for dis- 
posal of garbage and 
sludges and all forms] 
of organic waste by 
continuous flow. 


@ Depuration bacte- 
ria for use in patent- & 
ed continuous flow 
Thomas digestors. 


@ Composite cultures Bim 
of soil bacteria for im- Bm 
proving compost and 
all forms of organic 
fertilizer. 


@ Organo, complete 
organic fertilizer by ‘ 
the package, bag, ton, or carload, delivered 
from plants in New Jersey, Virginia and Texas. 
Also celloidal and rock phosphate. 

@ Digestors successfully operated both here 
and abread. In Australia with unassorted gar- 
bage. In France and Africa with garbage and 
fruit wastes. 

@ Makers of compost since 1912, and all forms 
of soil improving bacteria since 1905. 

@ Non-exclusive rights or Franchises granted 
for cities or states in open territory. 

“We also make a complete organic food called 
Chlerovim, containing protein richer than in 
meat; high in vitamins and organic minerals. 


MAKES POOR FOOD GOOD FOOD.” 
EARP-THOMAS Laboratories 


Hampton New Jersey 


5-HP Gravely Tractor powers 20 

tools—does every lawn, garden, 

field job easier, better! All-gear 
drive, Reverse. “Power vs Drudgery” 
Booklet FREE. Write for it today! 


GRAVELY MOTOR PLOW & CULTIVATOR CO. 
BOX 348 DUNBAR, W. VA. 


FIELO-TESTED FOR 30 YEARS 


EED 
© You will loveit - properly distributed seed 
0 eee - saves thinning. For peas 
0 


petunias. Cork of 6'/2" x 1" plastic tube 


vots in palm - tap gently. SATISFACTION 
4 ARANTEED. Prepaid 2 for $1 bill 


GRO-QUIKK €O., 361 W. Huron St. Chicago 10, 


to compost and pulverized rock phos- 
phate and potash. Your practice of 
putting about two inches of com- 
post below each corm is good. Sur- 
face mulching with finely shredded 
plant materials which happen to be 
available in your vicinity as wastes, 
will tend to eliminate such garden 
practices as cultivating, weeding, and 
hoeing. 


Cotton Bolls 


Q. I made a compost pile 4 by 
8’ by 5’ high according to your for- 
mula described in “Compost—How 
To Make It”, and used garbage, 
weeds, grass, cow manure, leaves, and 
cotton bolls. I would thank you to 
advise if cotton bolls will make good 
humus. 

The pile is doing fine. It heated 
up right away and is still heating, 
judging from the steam coming from 
the vent holes. Also, it has sunk 
about a foot. It will be ready for 
the first turn, January 18th, and | 
was wondering if it would be all 
right to omit air vents when I make 
the turn, as in your December issue 
you stated a new system of compost: 
ing was being recommended and 
that it eliminates the necessity for 
air vents in the pile. Also, I would 
thank you for any information as 
to the nature of the compost. My 
pile will either be acid, alkaline, or 
neutral, as the majority of the pile 
is leaves and cotton bolls. 


W. E. P., Cleburne, Texas 


A. Cotton bolls contain 0.74%, 
nitrogen, 0.36% phosphorus, and 
1.23°, potassium. You can haste 
the composting process by turning 
the heap. This will facilitate aera 
tion, and the first three phases o! 
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the composting process which take 
oxygen from the air. When the heap 
has sunk to about one-half its ori- 
ginal height, the aerobic processes 
are completed and are replaced by 
anaerobic processes. If you did not 
use lime, compost made from cotton 
bolls and leaves will be somewhat 
acid. 


Lily Seedlings 
Q. The lily seeds that I planted 


last autumn came up this spring and 
have grown into _healthy-looking 
seedlings. Should these seedlings be 
taken up? If so, when should they 
be replanted, and at what depth? 

S. S. W., Willimantic, Conn. 


A. If the lilies are hardy and able 
to spend the winter in the soil with- 
out freezing they need not be taken 
up this fall. If it is desired to space 
them out or transplant them into 


(Continued on page 78) 


Prepare Seed Bed, Till 
And Cultivate With The 


ARIENS TILLER 


Pulverizes—aerates soil. Chops up—mixes 
perfectly cever crop, humus and organic 
matter. Powered for work in hardest soils. 
3 models: 7, 9, 121% h.p. Wisconsin 
engine. 2 clutches. 2 speeds forward; 
reverse. Full tillage—2” to 10” deep. 
Attachments available. 


Write for literature. 


COMPANY 


BRILLION, WISCONSIN 


ARIENS AMERICA’S 
ROTARY TILLER 


Stitt America's BEST! 


You will save labor costs with a 


KEMP 


POWER SOIL AND COMPOST 
SHREDDER 


Labor is costly 
and getting 
scarce. A KEMP 
Power Soil and 
Compost Shredder saves 
up to 90% of hand 
time and labor in mix- 
ing any type of soil 
and fertilizer. 

The more thoroughly 
mixed and aerated re- 
sults produce a greater 

You can set the yield. Growing better 

KEMP to pro. Stock, plus the savings 

duce the exact labor pays 

xture wan ‘or your 

2 to 20 cu. yds. per 

our capacity — priced 

from $110. You'll find the KEMP that suits 
your needs. Write today. 


KEMP MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept.4 © 1027 E. 20th St. Erie, Pa. 


GROW GLADIOLUS FOR PROFIT 
More now than ever, with higher living costs you want 
a greater income. Many customers report sales of $100 
to $500 from Glads grown in spare time in their back 
yards. A plot 50 ft. square will produce, 500 doz. speci- 
men spikes. 500 sq. ft. will grow 100 doz. Easy to 
grow in any soil 

Write For Full Details Today 
We tell you how to grow and where to send the flowers. 
We supply the bulbs in the colors and varieties that the 
florists and f.ower users prefer, and these in the finest 
quality of bulbs that can be grown. Usual profit 65%. 
GLADLAND ACRES— LEBANON, OREGON 


4” POTS 
—Ideal for 


AFRICAN VIOLETS 


Of dark red clay, with excellent 
porosity. Specially treated edges 
help prevent sloughing off of leaves. 
Used and recommended by forists. 
4 for $1.00; 10 for $2.00 prepaid. 
25¢ additional west of Rockies. 
Prices of other sizes on request 


CERAMO CO. Missouri 
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Rates are 21¢ a word (18¢ a word for 3 or more months using same copy). 


advance. Include name and address in word count. 


Minimum 25 words, or $5.25. Payable in 


(Deduct 15% from total rates, for Help or Positions Wanted ads.) 


FLOWERS 


TUBEROUS BEGONIAS in all their glorious colors. We 
sell only the best tubers and plants. Order free catalog. 
BLACKWOOD BEGONIA GARDENS, (817-0 E. 4th, 
Superior, Wis. 

DAHLIAS—Ten Roots, prize winning named varieties 
only $5.00 postpaid. Order today. We also wholesale 
PAYNE DAHLIA FARMS, 04224 Shawnee Road, Kansas 
City, 6. Kansas. 


DAHLIAS—Roots, Pot Roots, Cuttings, Plants. Old, New 
and Australian Varieties. Send for list. HANNA DAHLIA 
GARDENS, 812 S. Delsea, Dept. 0, Clayton, New Jersey. 
DAHLIAS—GLADS—ROSES, 150 Best American and 
Foreign Exhibition Varieties. Gorgeous colors, quality 
stock reasonably priced Interesting free catalog 


GREUBELS GARDENS, Derry, Pa. 


DELPHINIUMS—new color, double pink, rose and others; 
also choice Primroses. Seedplant catalog free. OF FERMAN 
DELPHINIUM GARDENS, 4709 W. Stevens, Seattle 6, 
Washington. 

HARDY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUM PLANTS in 
many colors. All beautiful. Ten assorted $2. Exhibition 
35¢. Newer daylilies in many colors. fifty and $1. Double 
50¢. All Postpaid. FARMERS GARDENS, Hugo, Okla. 


CHRYSANTHEMUM’'S—200 Varieties New Garden, Com- 
mercial, Spider and English. Rooted cuttings and potted 
plants. Free list. A. LADYGO NURSERY, 4800 Van 
Epps Rd., Cleveland, 9, Ohio. 

DOWN THE DAHLIA PATH, lists a_ collection of 
miniatures, poms and cactus dahlias that will sing a 
song of color down your garden path. MRS. EMELENE M. 
COLE, 194 No. 9th, Coos Bay, Oregon. 


OREGON Grown Gladiolus Bulbs. 24 mixed colors for 
$1, 100 (10 named varieties) $3.25, postpaid. Card brings 
free price list. MARIE BUTLER, Cottage Grove, Oregon. 
GARDEN GOLD. Serials from my book, worth dollars, 
sent free. 100 mixed ‘‘Baby Bulbs’ will flower, $1.00. 
NURSERYMAN, Rt. |, Box 51, Hamburg, N.Y. 


THE BEST IN GLADIOLUS. We list most of the new 
and the best of the old varieties. Write for price list. 
Wholesale and retail. CHUCK’S GLAD PATCH, Dept. 
J. Albert Lea, Minnesota. ES 

GORGEOUS GLADIOLUS Be sure to get our free 1951 
catalog listing the NEW (NTRODUCTIONS as well as 
the best of the old, in all price ranges. Wholesale and 
Retail. Special low prices on collections. LINS GLADIO- 
LUS, Cologne, Minn. 

GLADIOLUS. New catalog in color lists top quality 
bulbs, outstanding new varieties as well as old favorites, 
much helpful information. Write for copy today. ALFRED 
MOSES, 54 Lake, Lima, N. Y. 


GLADLANDS 1951 DOLLAR SPECIAL. 26 Superior 
Gladiolus Varieties (unlabeled) in preferred medium size 
bulbs for specimen spikes this year. Includes PHAROAH 
which sells for 75¢—All for a dollar bill plus five 3¢ 
stamps to partially cover mailing costs. GLADLAND 
ACRES, Lebanon, Oregon. 


ORGANIC GARDENER:—Send post card today for free 
catalog of varieties you should grow. SIBOLE GLADI- 
OLUS GARDENS, Box Brampton, Michigan. 


100 BLOOMING SIZE GLADIOLUS BULBS. in about 
50 gorgeous colors. $2.00; 200 bulbs, $3.50. all postpaid 
Write for free catalog featuring many outstanding new 
varieties. TAYLOR GARDENS, Ware, Mass. 
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GLADIOLUS BULBS—We list 30 varieties of the finest 
glads. IRIS all types. Hemerocallis. Peonies, Perennials. 
Rare plants. Request Catalog. IMPERIAL IRIS GAR- 
DENS, Cornell, Illinois, 


BLUE LILY OF THE NILE, 3 for $2.75. Gloriosa 
Rothschildiana, climbing lily, large tubers, $1.50 ea. 
Curcuma petiolata lily, 3 for $1.00. Large Haemanthus 
Katharinae, $10.00 ea. Add Postage. BECKWITH OD. 
SMITH, 2036 Post St.. Jacksonville, Florida. 
ORCHIDS—Calanthe Orchids are standard type orchids 
which grow along with your house plants. Sprays of 
10 to 15 beautifully colored orchids in mid-winter over 
two month period. Only Two Dollars each, three for 
Five Dollars, mature blooming size. CHARMAINE GAR- 
DENS, 30! Allamanda, Lakeland, Florida. 

Desirable as spring, Barnhaven’s world-famous silver- 
dollar size hardy illustrated in an equally 


Primroses 
famous catalog (free). Easily grown, hand-pollinated seed 
for immediate planting, plants and transplants for current 
delivery, BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Oregon. 

AFRICAN VIOLETS—We not only grow and ship this 
popular houseplant, we answer your guestions, too. Free 
question-and-answer bulletin issued monthly with up-to- 
date price list. Sent on request. RUSSWARD, Jonesboro. 
Arkansas. 

DAYLILIES. All of and only Dr. Stout’s Named Hybrids. 
All of them worthy of a permanent place in the finest 
garden. Catalog free, excepting 10¢ coin west of Denver, 
Cclorado, FARR NURSERY CO., Sox 8, Womelsdorf, Pa. 


NURSERY STOCK 


AZALEAS—Kurume and Hardy Japanese, Amoena, Coral 
Bell, Christmas Cheer, Hardy Firefly, Hexe, Hinodegiri, 
Kaempferi. Lavender Queen, Lilacina, Maxwelli, Macran- 
tha, Othello, Pink Pearl, Snow. Two-year plants $1.00 
three-year plants $1.50, four-year plants $2.00. Larger 
plants in proportion. Large specimen plants for estates. 
List on request. AZALEA GARDENS, 199 S. Barksdale, 
Memphis, Tenn. 


WE SELL ON THE INSTALLMENT plan. Best vari- 
eties peach and apple trees. low as 12¢; grapevines 4¢ 
shrubs 13¢; Evergreens 15¢. Berries and plants. Catalog 
free. BENTON COUNTY NURSERY, Box 545, Rogers 
Arkansas. 


MULTIFLORA ROSE SEEDLINGS. 


Plant for living 
fences, wildlife habitat, beauty. $17 per 1,000. Free 
leaflet. GEO. OYER NURSERY, Box 106-G, Pillow, 
Pennsylvania. 


KARDINAL KING STRAWBERRY PLANTS. The greatest 
one, for fifty-one. Get some, you'll be surprised, catalog 
free. SUNNYSIDE NURSERY, Bangor, Pa. R.D. 2. 

AUL BUNYON STRAWBERRY PLANTS. Giant pro- 
ducers of the strawberry world. Strictly compost grown, 
inspected plants. Family size patch 25 plants $2.00. 
SYLVAN NURSERY, Silvana, Wash. 


EVERGREEN SHRUBS—Rhododendron Maximum, Mt 
Hemlock, Azaleas, Dogwood, 8 to 18 in., 25 
$1.75; 100-—$6.00; 2 to 4 ft., 10—$2.50, 25—$5.00; 100— 
$18.00; 4 to 6 ft.—50¢ each; Clumps 2 to 3 ft., $1.00 
each. SINK VALLEY EVERGREEN CO., Route 3, Car- 
derview. Tenn. 


RHODODENDRON Mountain laurel, hemlock, azalea dog 
wood: 2 to 3 ft 10 for $2.50; 25—$68: 100 $20. 4 to 6 
ft. 5 for $3.50; 25—$14; 100—$50. Rhododendrons, moun- 
tain laurel clumps, 2 to 3 ft.. to 8 stems, $1 each. 
FOREST EVERGREEN CO., Doeville, Tennessee. 
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STRAWBERRY PLANTS, new ground and organically 
grown. Postpaid. Blakemore, Klondyke, Klonmore, Aroma 
500—$4.00, 1000—$6.50; Tennessee Beauty, Shipper, 
Supreme, Suwanee, Tennessean 965, 500—$5.00, 1000— 
$8.00; Streamline everbearing 500-—$6.00, 1000-—$10.00; 
Thorniess Boysenberries 10—90¢, 50—$3.00; Tennessee 
Autumn, Red Raspberries 10—50¢, 50—$2.00. Information 
on request. COLLEGE NURSERIES, Collegedale, Tenn. 


SPECIAL BARGAIN PRICES on Bearing Age Apple. 
Peach, Cherry, Pear. Write for special quotations. 
EGYPTIAN NURSERY CO., Dept. OG, Farina, Iil. 


EVERGREEN Lining-out Stock, Transplants and Seed- 
lings. Growers of large quantities of Pine, Spruce, Cana- 
dian Hemlock, Arborvitaes, Fir, in variety. For growing 
Christmas trees. Ornamentals. Windbreaks. Hedges. For- 
estry. Prices low as 2¢ each on quantity orders. Write 
for price list. SUNCREST EVERGREEN NURSERIES, 
Dept. OG, Box 594, Johnstown, Pa. 


HERBS 


LEARN TO GROW HEALTHFUL HERBS. Rich in 
vitamins; easy culture. STARTER SET $1, (ten packets 
with Planting Guide) We grow over 100 varieties of 
herb seeds and plants. Catalog. PLANTATION GAR- 
DENS, Route 2, Lawyer's Road, Lynchburg, Virginia. 


BIRD HOUSES AND FEEDERS 


Anyone can make wonderful bird houses and feeders in a 
jiffy from Naturecraft Kits. Birds love them! Money- 
back guarantee! Wren house, bluebird house, seed feeder. 
or suet feeder—$1.50 each postpaid. Write for free 
pamphlet on world’s finest line for the birds. HILLSIDE 
HARBOR, Lafayette, New York. 


FLOWER ARRANGERS’ SUPPLIES 


ALSO CORSAGE MATERIALS. For Individuals, Clubs 
and Classes. Prompt delivery. Write for Price List. 
FLORAL ART, Dept. MC, West Englewood, N.J. 


CACTUS 


CACTUS JOURNAL. Authoritative articles, exploration, 
culture, descriptions; year $3.00. Amateur booklet, 64 
pages, profusely illustrated, 50¢. Send for free book list. 
BOX Pasadena, California. 


BOOKS AND PUBLICATIONS 


“MAKE YOUR OWN WINE” by Alex Appleyard; from 
flowers, vegetables, hard and soft fruits and many others. 
Over a hundred recipes. $1.50 postpaid. CLINTON 
KEAGY, New Castle, Pennsylvania. 

HYPNOTISM EXPLAINED. Easily learned. Solves many 
mysteries. Tremendously valuable information. Price $1.00. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. SCIENTIFIC INFOR- 
MATION SERVICE, 2259 Houghton Ave., SE, New 
York City 

FREE BOOK—‘‘'505 Odd Successful Businesses.’’ Work. 


Your Own ODORLESS 
FERTILIZER FACTORY 


Now you can compost—make RICH SOIL-BUILDER— 
in a tiny backyard, ever in your basement, from gar- 
bage, leaves, other waste!....in 2 to 6 weeks! No odor. 
No heap-making. Easy....All you need is the COM- 
POSTER CABINET (buy ready-built or build from 
plans) and low-cost activater— ACTIVO. 
Solves disposal problems. 

Send today for amazing details. No ob- 
ligation. Plans and complete instructions 
for building FREE with big No, 25 size 
ActivO, which treats 3 tons compost at 
only $6.99 prepaid. Trial size, for 1350- 
1809 Ibs. compost, $2.00 (no plans), post- 
paid. Rush order now to 
MACLEAN PROCESS, Bridgeton 24, Ind. 


COMPOST AS 
YOU WANT IT 


@ SCREENED 
@ SHREDDED 


@ GROUND 
@ MiXED 
e@ PILED 


Rocks, trash separated. 
Grinds manure and tough organic 
matter through rolling screens, wet or dry. 
Screens fine as wanted through perforated 
screens. Free compost circular. 


Dept. B 
W-W GRINDER CORP. wichita, Kansas 


home! Expect something Odd! PACIFIC-0G-2, 
California. 

Illustrated catalogue RARE health books. “‘The Cause of 
Disease’ free! WILBORN, Box 461-OG Pasadena, 18, 
California. 


GARDEN EQUIPMENT 


STOP STOOPING! Weed easily. Save whole weekends. 
Find the real pleasure in gardening. Send for free 
illustrated circular. KRAMER COMPANY, Dept. 15, 
Washingt 


EARTHWORMS 


“DAVID’S FOLLY’? EARTHWORMS will build topsoil 
for your gardens, lawns, and trees. “DAVID’S FOLLY” 
EARTHWORM FARM, West Brooksville, Maine. Free 
Folder. 

RED DUNG WORMS build compost. Successful, no 
odor, garbage disposal. Instructions with shipment. $5.00 
—1000. COD in U.S.A. R. C. ALLEN, 1129 Cooper St., 
Jackson, Mich. 

“EARTHWORM NEWS.’’ “PROPAGATION & USE.” 
Many valuable circulars, secrets of 15 years’ experience, 
FREE. Write for all-time LOW prices now effective. 
Start successfully, easily. CALDWELL, Barwick, Georgia. 
DR. OLIVER'S SOILUTION WORMS. Breeders. 100 
Worms—$1.00; 500—$3.00; 1000—$5.50. Prepaid. Live 
delivery guaranteed. Quality pays. WIZARD WORM 
RANCH, Donalsonville, Georgia. 

ANGLE WORMS. Night Crawlers or Soilution Earth- 
worms, either kind. Shipped anytime of year. $7.50—1000. 
Orders under thousand 1¢ each B. YOUNGER, Route 2, 
Fort Myers, Florida, 

EARTHWORMS—Nature’s own soilbuilders. Order small 
culture box and build your own colony. Prices and in- 
structions on request. Join the Organic crusade. ARCHI- 
BALD’S, Abingdon, IIlinois. 

USE DOMESTICATED EARTHWORM’S for best results 
in Gardening. Folder free. 500—$2.75, 1000—$4.50, 5000 
and over, $4.00—1000. EDMONDSON HATCHERY, 118 
Mirabeau, Greenfield, Ohio. 


March, 1951 


IMPROVED 


DOMESTICATED EARTHWORMS 


350-400 .......... $3.00 
650-800 .......... $5.00 


Post Paid East of Mississippi 
add 10% West thereof 


ORGANIC GARDENS, Fullerton, Md. 
EARTHWORMS 


Soil’s Greatest Asset 
Write for literature and reduced prices. 


ROMAC EARTHWORM FARM 


BOX 375 ASHLAND, OHIO 


NOW-anyone can 
RAISE WORMS 


Send for your “WORMS UNLIMITED” pam- 
phiet that tells why and how earthworms 
can be raised for pleasure and profit. No 
charge — no obligation — just send your 


name BOLSON ENTERPRISES 


1108 Leland Ave. Chicago 40. 
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HARDY EARTHWORMS raised in outdoor pits. Hand 
Picked, counted and packed with food for two weeks 
Live delivery guaranteed. Write for prices. FLOYD 
WICKELL, Mt. Sterling, Ohio. 
COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION OF EARTHWORMS is 
our business and we will gladly share our experience with 
you. 500 WORMS $5.00. Dry EARTHWORM CASTINGS 
(Manure) $1.00 Qt., $2.75 Gal. Dry BASIC MIXTURE 
(food) for box culture of Earthworms, $3.00 for 5 gal. 
Can. Prepaid. Complete instructions sent with every 
order, or write first for information. STOW EARTH- 
WORM FARM, Route 3, Kent, Ohio. 


MODEL BOX SETUP, including 700 mature SOILU- 
TION earthworms, capsules and culture, $7.00. Prepaid. 
FINE FOR BEGINNERS. Instructions. Phone AC 10705. 
NATURE’S SOIL BUILDERS, 1544 Spring Garden. 
Lakewood, Ohio. 

WAIT! READ “WORM SECRETS REVEALED” before 
buying worms. Attract Native Earthworms. Guaranteed to 
save you money and disappointment. Postpaid $2.00. 


Synopsis folder free. Box 22, Bessemer, Ala. (tf) 
Turn your compost, Fertilize your soil with SOULE’S 
SELECTIVE SOILBUILDERS. 500 BREEDER WORMS 
$3.00: $5.50 per 1000 delivered. SOULE HATCHERY, 
RFD, Box 21! AA, Oceanside, Calif. 

RED WIGGLERS—HAND PICKED BREEDERS, 1000-— 
$5.00; 3000—$14.00. Prompt prepaid shipments payable 
in advance. LAMBERT’S WORM RANCH, 275! Poplar 
Ave., Memphis, Tenn. 


FERTILIZERS — SOIL CONDITIONERS 


HEALTH CONDUCING Colloidal Minerals for soil or 
compost cukure. Over twenty elements None toxic. 
Nutrition’ from the ground up. “BRABON’’ RESEARCH 
for HEALTH, Telford, Pennsylvania. 


CINCINNATI, Ohio RUHM’S PHOSPHATE 


ROCK, 


Glauconite Potash Mineral, Frazer Compost, Dolomite 
Limestone. Price on request. FRED A. VEITH, 3505 
Mozart Ave., Cincinnati 11, Ohio. 


NATURAL ROCK PHOSPHATE—Finely ground from 
high test Western phosphate rock. Ideal for Organic 
farming and gardening. WESTERN FARM CHEMICAL 
COMPANY, Box 217, Walnut Grove, California. (Dis- 
tributed in Southern California by Plant Food Corpora- 
tion, 3711 Medford Street, Los Angeles 33, California.) 


AMAZING results from handful of NATURE'S COMPOST 
under roots of seedlings when planting. 100 handfuls, 10 
Ibs. $2.00 postpaid to 600 miles. Gift with each ship- 
ment. Remit with order please. JOHNSON BROS., P.O. 
Box 463, Bound Brook, N. J. 


SOIL ANALYSIS SERVICE 


LET US ANALYZE YOUR STONE DUST. LIMESTONE, 
GRANITE, WORM CASTINGS OR OTHER FINDINGS. 
SOIL ANALYSIS SERVICE, 5832 20 St., No. Arlington, 
Virginia. 

GIVE YOUR GARDEN ITS DUE. Reliable 
soil analysis takes guesswork out of planting. Complete 
report $4.00. Send for full information and sampling 
directions. EDWIN HARRINGTON, Agricultural Chemist, 
Carversville, Pa. 


laboratory 


SOIL TEST 


AT LAST—THE PROVEN SURE WAY TO LARGER, 
MORE ABUNDANT FRUITS, VEGETABLES and other 
CROPS. A card to SOIL TEST, 5832 20 St., N. Arlington, 
Virginia for full information. 


PLANTS 
ONION PLANTS—Choice Select Yellow or White Sweet 


Spanish, Yellow or White Bermuda, 300—$1.15; 500 
$1.50; 1000—$2.50. postpaid parcel post; 3000—$4.25; 
6000—-$8.00, prepaid expresa. Shipping daily until 
—_ lst. AUSTIN PLANT COMPANY, Box 313, Austin, 
exas. 


LAWN GRASS 


PLANT THE LAWN you never have to cut. Free Circular 
MIDGET GRASS CO., 3370 N. 53rd St., Milwaukee, 16, 


SEEDS 


GIGANTIC ORGANIC BEEFSTEAK TOMATO SEEDS. 
grown pure compost, years’ selective breeding. Limited 
supply, $1.00 package 25. DANIEL JACOBY, 383 An- 
drews Road, East Williston, New York. 


DISHCLOTH SEEDS—30 seeds and directions 
for planting, 25¢ postpaid. A. W. GARVER, 2532-48 Ave. 
N Florida. 


FOODS 


BONE PHOSPHATE (bone four) represents all the 
mineral components of normal healthy bones. An excellent 
natural source of Caleium, Phosphorus and Fluorine. 100 


tablets (50 day supply) $1.50. LEVITT PRODS., Box 
718, Woodmere, N. Y. 
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Questions and Answers 
(Continued from page 75) 
another part of the garden, they 
should be taken up when the leaves 
begin to lose their green color and 
give other evidence of the end of 
the season’s growth. In transplant- 
ing, the bulbs should be planted at 
a depth which is equal to about 
three times the height of-the bulb. 
As the bulbs grow larger in subse- 
quent years, contractible roots will 
pull the bulbs deeper into the soil 
until they reach the depth which 
is best suited to that particular kind 

of lily. 


Lilies as “Typhoid Mary’s” 
Q. Should Tiger Lilies be planted 
with other varieties? 


A. If your soil is not well-supplied 
with organic matter and trace min- 
erals, planting Tiger Lilies may in- 
fect other varieties with mosiac. It 
is a kind of “Typhoid Mary.” 

Gloxinias 

Q. What should I do to gloxinia 
plants when they have finished 
blooming? 


A. The common practice is to 
withhold water from the plants after 
the flowers and leaves are fully ma- 
tured. This will favor the ripening 
of the tubers. The tubers are dried 
and stored in sand for the winter at 
about 45 degrees F. In the spring 
the tubers are potted in equal parts 
of compost, loam, and peat. 


Organic Gardening Is Late! 


We know it’s hard to wait for 
Organic Gardening, but emergency 
conditions have caused a delay in 
printing. Please postpone writing 
for your current copy at least two 
weeks. 
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VITAMIN E (natural) highest potency, 100 mg. Special— 
100 capsules $4.25. Vitamin A (natural) 50,000 units per 
capsule. 100. . $2.85. VITAMIN B-12 (natural) 5 mceg., 
100 tablets $1.50. irect sales make these prices possible. 
BARTH’S Box 718-O0G, Woodmere, N. 

VITAMINS! Until everything is organically grown better 
fortify your diet with my new low cost vitamineral tablet. 
Write NITCH, 2525 29th, Santa Monica, Calif. 
UNSULPHURED APRICOTS—natural, sun dried, deli- 
cious Apricot halves.—No sprays or chemicals used. 75¢ 
ib., 3 lbs. $2.00 Postpaid) L. E. ROBERT ORGANIC 
FOODS, 613 Washington Ave., Brooklyn 16, N. Y. 
SUPERB WILD, RAW THISTLE HONEY. Sprayfree. 
3 Ibs. $1.50; 12 Ibs. $495. Choice California figs. Sun- 
dried, non-sulphured. 5 lbs. $4.75 PREPAID. TONTZ 
HONEY FARM, Elsinore, Calif. 

BLACKSTRAP CANE MOLASSES, nothing added nothing 
taken away. Half Gallon $2.00 postpaid to 4th Zone. 
Send card for price list. J. S. RILEY & CO., New 
Castle, Pa. 

PURIFIED BONE MEAL (For Human Consumption) 
An amazing nutritional substance known for its Natural 
CALCIUM, PHOSPHORUS, FLUORINE and _ numerous 
trace minerals essential to health as occur in selected beef 
bones. We offer quality Bone Meal in various forms: 
1-lb. Bulk Powder $1.50; 3-lbs. $4.00; — 300 7-Grain 
Capsules $3.00;—1000 Capsules $8.00 ;—300 1-Gram Wafer- 
tablets $2.50; 1000 Wafer tablets $6.00;—300 74 Grain 
Tablets with Vitamin D $2.00; 1000 Tablets $5.00. Postage 
Prepaid. Send orders to NU-AGE PRODUCTS, 1926 W. 
Railroad Street, Loupurex, Penna: Dept. 0.G. 
VERMONT MAPLE SYRUP. Fancy grade. Unexcelled. 
Pint $1.25. Quart $2. Half-gallon $3.50. Gallon $6. 
Guaranteed Quality. F.0.B. from FOREST FARMS, 
Jamaica, Vermont. 

“Capture ALL the vitamin and mineral values from vege- 
tables and fruits with a Hollywood Liquefier. Write for 
complete information. No obligation of course. ESSEN- 
TIAL FOODS, 216 West Jackson Blvd., Chicago 6, III. 
OUR FLOURS, CEREALS guaranteed freshly stone- 
ground on order. Only finest whole grains used. Request 
price list and special introductory offer. BILL & BEA 
NEWBY, Hemet, Calif. 

HONEY-PURE WISCONSIN LINDEN-CLOVER. Perfect 
for that Easter ham. 6 Ibs.-$2.00. 24 lbs.-$1.00. Post- 
paid. HONEY MEADOWS BEE FARM, Route 3, Ocon- 
emowoc, Wisconsin. 

HONEY—100% pure ORGANIC Primeval Flower Honey, 
also Sprayfree Buckwheat honey: 3 Ibs. $1.25; 6 lbs. $2.10; 
12 Ibs. $4.00; 60 lbs. $14.00. For Clover honey add Five 
cents per lb. to above prices. 3 above assorted honies 9 
Ibs. $3.50. Tupelo (Diabetic Pack) 3 Ibs. $1.75; 6 Ibs. 
$3.00; 12 Ibs. $5.50. HONI-BUTTA (our trademark). 
No chemicals used, spreads like butter, keeps forever. Clover, 
Buckwheat, Orange flavors: 1 lb. 60¢; 3 lbs, assorted $1.50; 
5 Ibs. any flavor $2.00. We prepay 300 miles against 
check and bill excess postage. C€.O.D. orders filled but 
postage added. SMITHTOWN BEE FARM, Smithtown, 
a. 


OLD FASHIONED CIDER VINEGAR. Made from un- 
sprayed apples and aged naturally many months in oak 
casks. Fine favor. 12—4 pint jars. $4.50 Prepaid. 
SALTMARSH’S CIDER MILL, New Boston, N. H. 
HONEY: Delicious Florida orange blossom, 2) ibs. 
postage paid $1.00, 10 lbs. postage paid $3.75. NELSON 
L. WHEELER, St. Cloud, Florida. 

RAW GOAT MILK CHEESE—three pound wheels $4.50; 
Five pound wheels $7.00. One pound bricks Brown whey 
cheese $1.00. WHEX—a whey extract—a food for Arthritic 
and dropsical conditions—used for twenty years— a months 
supply $6.00. Postage paid on all orders. BRIAR HILLS 
DAIRIES, Chehalis, Washington. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


For information about MELBOURNE VILLAGE, a plan- 
ned community of productive homes and creative living, 
with special emphasis on Organic Gardening. Write 
AMERICAN HOMESTEADING FOUNDATION, Box 696, 
Melbourne, Florida. 


FABULOUS EARNINGS—Fascinating pastime. Growing 
Genuine, living miniature (Ming) Trees, New sensational 
Business or Hobby. Astounding information FREE 
DWARF GARDENS, Box 355Y, Briggs Station, Los 
Angeles 48, Calif. 

FREE BOOK ‘505 Odd, Successful Businesses.” $250 
Week reported! Work home. Expect something Odd! 
PACIFIC, Oceanside, 2, California. : 
EXCEPTIONAL BUSINESS: AGRICULTURE SERVICE: 
Soil Testing, Bacterial Laboratory or Organic Fertilizer 
Partner wanted New Methods. New Inventions. Ex- 
ceptional Profits. State Capital Available. MAURIVAL 
HOMESTEAD, Mauricetown, New Jersey. 

DISTRIBUTE SUBSCRIPTION-GETTING BOOKLETS 
Help spread the organic message. Nothing to sell. Mere- 
ly hand out these booklets to likely subscriber prospects 
of Organic Gardening Magazine. Coded coupon permits 
us to trace source of subscription to your efforts. Liberal 
commission. See page 49 for complete story. 
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WHICH DO YOU WANT? 


Better Digestion Normal Elimination 
Restful Sleep Strong Healthy Teeth 
Continued Good Eyesight 


STOP WASTING VITAMINS, MINERALS IN FOOD 


VITA-MIX 


Makes It Easier 
to Get Essential 
Vitamins, Minerals 
From Fruits and 
Vegetables 


VITAMINS and MINERALS 
ARE ESSENTIAL TO 
GOOD HEALTH 


The Only Machine With 
Stoinless Bowl and 


Bokelite Handle 


In preparing food the ordinary way, you usually 
peel off and throw away those vitamin and 
mineral filled parts which are so essential to 
good health. With the Vita-Mix you keep the 
natural health-giving food value. That's why 
you may drink your way to health with the 
Vita-Mix. Liquefies, whips, chops, emulsifies all 
fruits and vegetables into tangy, appetizing 
drinks. No cooking, juicing or peeling of rinds 
necessary. Easy to sterilize. 


Self Cleaning—Add Soap, Water, 
Turn On 


Look What VITA-MIX Does 


Makes health drinks in | to 4 minutes, makes 
soup without boiling in 3 minutes, chops whole 
Grain into flour in | to 4 minutes, chops vege- 
table salad in 5 seconds. Many other uses. 
Fully guaranteed for one year. No dealers, 
low direct-to-you price. 


$ 4 TWO VALUABLE GIFTS 
34. GIVEN WITH ORDER 


Corn 
Vita Miracle Popper 
Recipe Book Electric. Worth 


500Rectnez | $5.29. Pops 
corn without 
Stirring. No mess. Use 
| in living room. 


533 recipes 
relishes, des-/4 
serts, spreads, | 


icings, Vita-Mix $34.95 
bets, fruit—— Corn Popper 5.29 
drinks, soups, Recipe Book 55 
salads, bisques, others. TOTAL VALUE $40.79 
Recipes will produce You pay 34.95 
compliments for cook. You save v5 


Order Now While Stainless Steel is Available 
Natural Foods Institute 

Dept. OG.-3, Olmsted Falls, Ohio 
Enclosed is $34.95. Rush me, postpaid ene 
Vita-Mix plus gift Corn Popper and Vita 
Miracle Recipe Book. 


Zene .... State .... 


FOR A NEW 

GARDE nine FARILL! 
ActivO makes rich, activated compost-fertili- 
zer quicker, better easier, cheaper from waste 
... leaves, garbage, etc....(reduces garbage 
without odor!)...Activates, conditions and 
sweetens soils...many other uses. Organie. 
Bacterial. Odorless. Trial size for 425-Ib. 
compost, $1., 1350-1800 Ib. size, $2. 
Postpaid. 

F. G S. SALES CO., Box 997, Jacksonville, Florida 


RABBITS FOR SALE 


YANKEE REXES are those beautiful plush-like, furred 
rabbits They come in Sable, Seal skin and chocolate 
brown Havanas. All English and Dutch imports. PAUL 
HOEFFLER, East Greenwich, R. |}. 
REAL ESTATE FOR SALE 

34 ACRE ORGANIC FARM. Two modern houses with 
all conveniences. Six out buildings in good repair. Equip- 
ment available for small goat dairy and egg business with 
established trade. Hot beds, fruit, nuts, berries, asparagus, 
rhubarb, peonies, iris. Warm, sunny location with fine 
view. Reasonable. KENT-Box 533, Coatesville, Pa. 


WHITE ELEPHANT 2 acres near West Arm, Burt Lake, 


Chehaygan County, Mich. Cash on trade, EDITH LOGAN, 
1917 W. Riverside, Spokane, Wash. 

MONEY MAKING ACTIVITIES 
FREE Book “372 unusual Worldwide Businesses.” 
Australia. South America. Wartime Plans! $800 month 
reported. Beat inflation. Start spare time. Work home 
(U, 8S. A.)! Get surprise. PUBLISHERS—OG 2, Carls- 


bad. California. 


WOOLENS 
ARAN SWEATERS: Managed to get a few. Sturdy; white 
only. Turtle neck. Large, medium, small. Unbelievably 
beautiful, intricate handknitting. CAROL BROWN, Putney 
36, Vermont. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
1} WOULD LIKE TO CORRESPOND With People in the 
Southwest (Texas, New Mexico, Louisiana) who are 
interested in natural, organic nutrition. Write J. C. 
HOLCOMB, P.O. Box 5206, El Paso, Texas. 
NATURALIST’S CATALOG 10¢. Reptile Bulletin 5¢. 
Three resurrection plants, 12 Midwest cacti, 12 Bryophyl- 


lum Wonderleaf, 6 Mexican decorated cactus pots, $2.95 
postpaid. QUIVIRA _SPECIALTIES, — Topeka 32, Kansas. 
FREE FOLDER. New Garden Table, Tool Box, Bases 


Paper Bag Rack, Hardware Racks and 


for arrangements, 
household items. BAKER CO., 


other non-expensive 
Bismarck, Missouri. 
CESSPOOLS, SEPTIC TANKS, etc. 
ized by application of miracle fermentation, 


cleaned and deodor- 
Comes in 


pellet form. Reduces masses, opens clogged drains, cess- 
pools, etc. Saves annual pumping and cleaning costs. Costs 
$2.50 per treatment. Shipped parcel post anywhere in 


U 8S. Manufactured and sold by ELECTRIC SEWER 


CLEANING CO., 294 Lincoln Street, Allston 34, Mass. 
STAINLESS STEEL VAPOR SEAL 18-8 Sauce Pan. 
1 Quart $6 = . Quarts $7.00, 3 Quarts $8.00, 4 Quarts 
$9.00, 6 ts $12.50 Percolator $13.50, 8 cups. 
MAJOR co. 7 Milford St., Springfield, Mass. 


‘VACATIONING 


THE BIRCHES—GHENT—NEW YORK—Open all year 
Accommodations for ten guests. Rates $40 weekly—$7. 
daily. Week-end guests and hunting parties catered to 
All vegetables, fruits and berries are organically grown 
on ,premises—ali other available organically grown foods 
are used in kitchen. Descriptive folder upon request. 


ORGANIC TRADING POST 


TREE RIPENED FRUIT—Oranges, 
$2.95 bushel, average express $1.93 
—mixed sizes, no washing, gas or sprays. 
best fruit ever. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
85¢ quart, $1.25 five pounds Florida Honey 
Seffner—F lorida. 

GIRASOL. Line Bred organic grown Jerusalem artichoke. 
Splendid food, high in thiamine and insulin Hardy, 
immense yields. Two pound package, postpaid 60¢. 
Quantity prices, free circular. STEPHEN GREEN, 
Bayfield, Colorado. 

GENUINE FLORIDA KEY LIMES grown organically in 
coral rock rich in vitamin C and P 30 Limes $1.50. 
Postpaid, PLANTATION KEY PRODUCTS CO. Tavern- 
ier, Florida. 

ORGANICALLY GROWN CALIFORNIA LEMONS $1 per 
dozen postpaid. Minimum order 2 dozen. $15.00 per box 
prepaid—about 25 dozen, ALBERT E. LESLE, 14545 E 
Whittier Bivd., Whittier, Calif. 

WHOLE WHEAT FLOUR— organically grown, stone- 
ground fresh, untreated. Wheat, rye, corn, soy buck- 
wheat, cereals, too, 5 pounds 80 cents plus postage. 
PAUL KEENE, Penns Creek, Pa. 

Bio-dynamic (organic grown) Whole Wheat FLOUR and 
CEREAL Stoneground. 5 Ibs. $l—plus postage. Lower 
prices on 25 lbs. and over. Distributors in Chicago, Cin- 
cinnati, California and Florida) WALTER BUSCHMAN, 
Juniper Farm, R.D. 1, Chester, N. Y. 

ORGANICALLY GROWN WHEAT | processed into 100% 
whole wheat and cereal containing all the original vita- 
mins and mineral salts of the wheat berry. Trial 5 Ib. 
bags of flour or cereal sent postpaid for $1.00. 
HELEN RANCH, Davison, Michigan. 

ORGANIC WHOLE-WHEAT OR RYE FLOUR now. lie 
lb. plus postage. Grain 10¢ lb. or $8 for 100 Ibs., freight 
charges collect, STARLAND ORGANIC FARM, White- 
nack Rd., Basking Ridge, N. J 


Grapefruit or Mixed, 

Organically grown 
Seventh season, 
Add 45¢ pint, 
GARLITS— 


BOOK REVIEWS 


THE FARMER YEARBOOK AND DIARY 
for 1951. By F. Newman Turner et 
al. (The Farmer, Goosegreen Farm, 
Bridgwater, Somerset, England). Fab- 
rikoid binding. 175 pages. 6/6 ($0.90) 

This book contains a wealth of in- 

formation useful to farmer and gar- 
dener, including a diary and calendar 
for each month of the year. 
Poco’s Farm ADVENTURE — A story of 
Soil. By Jo and Ernest Norling. 
(Henry Holt & Company, 257 Fourth 
Ave., New York, New York. 1948 
$1.50). 

This book tells the story of a city 
boy visiting the farm and learning 
from his own observations the prac- 
tices which underlie successful agri- 
culture. Threading through this story 
of farm fun and activity is soil con- 
servation. Cloth bound. Well illus- 
trated. 47 pages. 


HORMONES AND HortTICULTURE, The 
use of Special Chemicals in the Con- 
trol of Plant Growth by George S. 
Avery, Jr., and Elizabeth. Bindloss 
Johnson. (McGraw-Hill Book Com- 
pany, 330 West 42nd St., New York 
18, New York. 1947 $4.50) 

A hormone is a specific organic 
product of the cells of one part of 
an organism, as the coleoptile of an 
oat plant, transported in the sap and 
producing a specific effect on the acti- 
vity of cells remote from its source. 
By applying hormones one can change 
the pattern of growth and develop- 
ment of plants, can retard growth 
here -or speed it there. The authors 
discuss the various practical applica- 
tions of hormones in horticulture as 
their effects upon root cuttings, fruit 
production, seed treatment, weed con- 
trol, and the production of new vari- 
eties such as tetraploids and poly- 


ploids. Cloth bound, 326 pages, il- 
lustrated with halftones and line 
drawings. 
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ORGANO COMPOST 


RCANO COMPOST ORGANO COMPOST 


ORGANO 


Composted, Blended 


Organics for: 


* FARMERS 


* ORCHARDISTS 
* GARDENERS 


The Inoculated Organic Soil Conditioner With 
A Mineral Balance Styled After Mother Nature's 
Own Method 


ORGANO COMPOST ORGANO COMPOST 


ORCANO 


ORGANO COMPOST 


ORGANO COMPOST 


* HOME OWNERS 


ORGANO COMPOST 


Organo: Here at last is the proper method of soil conditioning with a 


genuine plant food. Made of properly decomposed organic materials through 


controlled bacterial action. 


Organo abundant in humus balanced with minerals, carries trace elements 


NOT A 


it is 


FOOD -- FOOD -- FOOD 

2 Ib. sample size, Postpaid 60¢ 
10 Ibs., Postpaid to 150 miles, $1.35 

to 300 miles, 1.50 

over 600 miles, 2.00 
80 Ibs. 2.58 
100 Ibs. 4.50 
Ton, F.0.B. 55.00 


(Pick up sales at Virginia plant—20% discount) 


ORGANO COMPOST PLANT sue 


Stephens City, Virginia 
Telephone 


(Western Pennsylvania Sales Branch: 


rgano, Harmony, Pa.) 


ORGANO COMPOST 


and hormones. 


ANC COMPOST 


Organo is specially inoculated with & 
soil building bacteria which makes plant 
food available and “unlocks” mineral 
substance already in the soil. 


POST 


Organo is not intended to carry an = 
over balance of N.P.K., but its wealth & 
of bacteria and Organics dare not be 9 
underestimated. 't increases fertility < 
and its effect is not lost in one season. & 
Organo does not burn. May be used 
heavily on poor soil. 


Would Virgin Soil Appeal § 
To You? Make Yours So— 
With Organo 


ORGANO COMPOST ORGANO COMPOST 
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ORCANO COMPOST 
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“The gardens here are wonderful 
the “ROTO-ETTE” has contribute 


Trade Mark Reg. 


an enormous amount” 


Writes Author LOUIS BROMFIELD 
from his famous Malabar Farm 


Louis Bromfield, distinguish 
ed American novelist, has also 
made a name for himself 


as one of the nation’s most 
scientific and successful agri 
eculturists His MALABAK 
FARM (about which he wrote 
a best-selling book by that 
name) is a model farm which 
experts from all over the 
come to study He is 
shown here standing behind 
the Model T ROTO-ETTE 
which he praises so highl 
n hs letter 


No wonder so many organic gardeners ting grass—sickling weeds and crops 
and farmers are enthusiastic—with this img firewood—digging furrows—ha 
Amazing New ROTO-ETTE You Com- ‘°° ploughing! ROTO-ETTE rep 


surprisingly low cost many times ove 


post by Machine Right in Your Garden 
Itself! Mail Coupon for FREE BOO 


Ed Robinson, well-known author o 


| HE GARDENS here are absolutely Plan,” get 


wonderful, and have never produced 
sath healthy crops,” wriece marvelous new garden machine tl 
author and agricultural leader Louis Brom- “STOP 3 68-page book about it. Eve 
field from his famous Malabar Farm. “I farmer should 
enormous amount. We can already notice i ETTE ¢ 
a difference in the texture of the soil 
through the mixing process which it does a 2 handy man 
wea? save you time, money, and hard? 
Organic gardeners and organic farmers Inc., Dept. 73, Troyt 
everywhere are “raving” about the Model 
T ROTO-ETTE with the amazing new 
ROTO-MILLER. This revolutionary new 
attachment (patents pending) enriches your 
soil and prepares it for planting ALL AT 
THE SAME TIME—with practically NO 
effort on your part! It chops up (and mixes 
into your topsoil) every bit of precious 
organic material meets— 
cover crops, manure, mulch, 
weeds, leaves, even standing Ge 
cornstalks! Builds rich organ-§ 
ic compost RIGHT WHERE 
YOU WANT IT—no hauling, 
no turning, no extra expense. 
Other simple attachments 
make quick, easy work of cut- 


ROTOTILLER, Inc. 
Dept. 73, Troy, N. Y. 


Please send me FREE by return mail a 
of POWER GARDENING AND POWER ¢ 
POSTING, the new 68-page book by Ed Rob 


Name . 


Coy <. eee coe, 


SOME DEALER TERRITORIES § 
OPEN If interested, check box and 
this coupon to ©. W Kelsey. President. Rota 
Inc Trey. N giving present business a 
tion. references, related experience if any 
hetter money-making opportunities are opl 
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e| Address 
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e| ambitious, energetic woull-be dealers 
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